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Sacraments 

Mon 8.30am 
Tues-Fri   9:15am   
Sat             9.00am 

Mon 7.30pm  Christian Meditation  
      via Zoom Frances Pegram 
      0417 406715 
Tues 7pm  Rosary and Novena 
 Prayer in the church  
 except for 1st Tues  
Fri 6.30pm  Christ Catholic 
 Community Prayer Group  
 Pauline Camilleri 0407 417039  

Devotions & Prayers 

1st Sat  9am Mass for the Sick 

Sun  12pm Baptism by 
 appointment  

Reconciliation 

After any of the weekday masses  
Sat: after the 9am mass until 10am 
5:15 - 5:45pm before the Vigil 
Mass 

1st Fri  after 9.15am Mass 
1st Sat  after 9am Mass 
 after the Novena Masses 

1st Tues 7.30pm Novena Mass  
  Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
1st Fri 7pm Novena Mass  
 Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Exposition + Benediction 

Masses for Special Occasions 

Sat  Vigil 6pm  
Sun    7:30am, 9am, 10:30am,  
 6pm 

Weekday Mass Times 

Sunday Mass Times 

O u r  P a r i s h  M i s s i o n  

The parish of St John XXIII is a faith 
community with the Eucharist as its heart. 

Inspired by John XXIII’s 
prophetic opening of the 
windows of the Church, we 
welcome the fresh air of the 
Holy Spirit, inviting every 
person to share in the 
responsibility of enriching 
the life and faith of our 
community by sharing their gifts and talents.” 

Saint Mary of the Cross 

8 August 2021 

Cnr Perfection Ave and Bentwood Tce, Stanhope Gardens     

http://john23rd.com/       https://www.facebook.com/john23rdparish/ 

In a period of want, when there was famine in Elijah’s time, the widow of Zarephath still 
responded hospitably towards a stranger wanting a drink of water. She was less able to 
provide even only a little food, but then trusting the prophet she shared her family’s meagre 
resources. It is easy to deduce that this reading and the Gospel were chosen to reflect the 
hardship faced by St Mary of the Cross and her sisters in the early decades of the Josephites. 
The order was founded in 1866 when the colony of South Australia was only thirty years 
old. Social infrastructure does not spring up overnight, and South Australia did not have the 
wealth derived from gold discoveries that the other colonies had. Their colony was free but 
poor, so hardship was a shared reality, as it was throughout much of Australia and New 
Zealand outside the fledgling cities. St Mary and her founding sisters willingly shared the 
poverty of others while also trusting in the provident goodwill of others. It takes much 
courage and trust to embrace such a life of poverty and a mendicant lifestyle in order to 
provide education for disadvantaged children in particular, and then to give attention to the 
many needs of others in isolated areas too. It is the same courageous trusting sentiment 
found in today’s Gospel, excerpted from the Sermon on the Mount. 

The letter to the Colossians was addressed to believers in the first decades of the Church’s 
formation, struggling with how this new faith was to be lived out in sometimes hostile 
societies, but also how it was to engage positively with what already existed. The Colossians 
were criticised for their assimilation of beliefs or practices others held to be contrary to the 
teachings. In the passage chosen to be read on our feast the Colossians are encouraged to 
focus more on Christ himself so that his teachings might enlighten and guide them. New 
religious orders established in new social realities must likewise grapple with the question of 
how to live out Christ’s teachings in a new way that responds new needs. This is something 
that St Mary and her sisters did, and have continued to do. 

In Year C the Gospel pericopes from Luke remind us more than once of the need to take 
up our cross daily and to follow Christ. This has never been understood as indicating a need 
to be crucified, but rather as commitment to living the way of Christ, whatever difficulty 
that may entail. The story of St Mary of the Cross is one witness to living that commitment 
through adversity. Luke also has an emphasis on the universality of the message of the 
Gospel and of Christ’s going to others whom the righteous look down on; thus he goes to 
the homes of Pharisees as well as to the homes of those they rejected. Likewise in St Mary’s 
story we find one who, while facing adversity due to opposition from at least some in the 
Catholic leadership, found remarkable kindness from the Jewish community, from Emanuel 
Solomon in particular. It seems an unusual reversal of the model in today’s first reading (1 
Kgs 17:8-16) as, instead of the Jewish prophet Elijah finding hospitality with the Gentile 
widow, the Christian Sister finds hospitality with the Jewish ex-convict. However, both 
stories testify to human goodness being found beyond one’s own “tribe”. St Mary’s story is 
one of kindness in hardships shared, for it was marked by a willingness not only to share the 
poverty of the poor but the richness of education that is needed by all. 

  

Text: Homily Help - Rev Dr Barry Craig - Saint Mary of the Cross - Year B 

For further updates with regards to our parish activities, check the following 
website http://john23rd.com/ and Facebook https://www.facebook.com/john23rdparish/  

http://john23rd.com/
https://www.facebook.com/john23rdparish/?ref=bookmarks
http://john23rd.com/
https://www.facebook.com/john23rdparish/?ref=bookmarks
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A reading from the first book of Kings 

The jar of meal shall not be spent ..... 

And then the word of the Lord came to Elijah, 'Up and go to 
Zarephath, a Sidonian town, and stay there. I have ordered a 
widow there to give you food.' So he went off to Sidon. And 
when he reached the city gate, there was a widow gathering 
sticks; addressing her he said, 'Please bring a little water in a 
vessel for me to drink.' She was setting off to bring it when he 
called after her. 'Please' he said 'bring me a scrap of bread in 
your hand.' 'As the Lord your God lives,' she replied 'I have no 
baked bread, but only a handful of meal in a jar and a little oil 
in a jug; I am just gathering a stick or two to go and prepare 
this for myself and my son to eat, and then we shall die.' But 
Elijah said to her, 'Do not be afraid, go ahead and do as you 
have said; but first make a little scone of it for me and bring it 
to me, and then make some for yourself and your son. For 
thus the Lord speaks, the God of Israel: 

"Jar of meal shall not be spent, jug of oil shall not be 
emptied, before the day when the Lord sends rain on the 
face of the earth"' 

The woman went and did as Elijah told her and they ate the 
food, she, himself and her son. The jar of meal was not spent 
nor the jug of oil emptied, just as the Lord had foretold 
through Elijah. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 

First Reading 

1 Kings 17:8-16 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 77:3-4, 23-25, 54 

R. My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast. 

O God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my soul is 
thirsting. My body pines for you like a dry, weary land without 
water. R. 

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your 
glory. For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your 
praise. R. 

So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my 
hands. My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth 
shall praise you with joy. R. 

On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the night 
for you have been my help; in the shadow of your wings I 
rejoice. R. 

Gospel 

Matthew 6:25-34 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Do not worry about tomorrow. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

That is why I am telling you not to worry about your life and 
what you are to eat, nor about your body and how you are to 
clothe it. Surely life means more than food, and the body more 
than clothing! Look at the birds in the sky. They do not sow or 
reap or gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not worth much more than they are? Can any of you, 
for all his worrying, add one single cubit to his span of life? 
And why worry about clothing? Think of the flowers growing 
in the fields; they never have to work or spin; yet I assure you 
that not even Solomon in all his regalia was robed like one of 
these. Now if that is how God clothes the grass in the field 
which is there today and thrown into the furnace tomorrow, 
will he not much more look after you, you men of little faith? 
So do not worry; do not say, "What are we to eat? What are we 
to drink? How are we to be clothed?" It is the pagans who set 
their hearts on all these things. Your heavenly Father knows 
you need them all. Set your hearts on his kingdom first, and on 
his righteousness, and all these other things will be given you 
as well. So do not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take 
care of itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.' 

The Gospel of the Lord.      

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Entrance Antiphon 

Come, you blessed of my Father, says the Lord: I was sick, and 
you visited me. Amen, I say to you: whatever you did for one 
of the least of my brethren, you did it for me. 

Communion Antiphon 

Second Reading 

Colossians 3:12-17 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 
Bear with one another, forgive each other. 

You are God's chosen race, his saints; he loves you and you 
should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; 
forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has 
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these 
clothes, to keep them together and complete them, put on 
love. And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, 
because it is for this that you were called together as parts of 
one body. Always be thankful. 

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with 
you. Teach each other, and advise each other, in all wisdom. 
With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and 
inspired songs to God; and never say or do anything except in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Matthew 27:55 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Many women were there by the cross, watching from a 
distance, the same women who had followed Jesus and looked 
after him. Alleluia! 

This is how all will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another, says the Lord. 

Do not worry about tomorrow. 

 

He’s got it! 
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e y k  

Recently Deceased:  

Melvin Roy Corpuz, Felicisimo R. Esteban 

Deceased:  

 

Anniversary:  

Winsil Peiris, Aleykutty Sebastian 

Sick: Names published with permission. 

Fr Kevin Walsh, Rev Fr Jeffrey Fernandes, 
Natividad Reyes, Gavin Forsyth, Pat Doyle, 
Lynette & Alister Alexander, Oliver Perera, 
Nathan Braganza, Thelma Duncan, Kalayani, 
Colleen McCunnie, Maria Romeo, Jess Calvo 
Kristy Arceo, Perla Magculang, Iyrika D’Cruz 
Bernie Presto, Karam Matte, Karam Sarsam, 
Elmo Joachim, Gloria Buosi, Nathan Parker,  
Hazel Masher, Kim Anika, Rebecca Shields, 
Dung Phan, Praba Daniel, Marvi Antonino, 
Gustavo Montenegro, Benjamin Munson Jr, 
Marcelino Matteazzi, Epifania Samaniego,  
Elizabeth Candame, Geoffrey Robinson, 
Anshu Mala Nand, Raymond Lanzona, 
Elizabeth Newnes, Florentina Elisura, 
Christina Properzi, Deidre Thomson,  
Mavie Dela Cruz, Greg Marcellana,  
Zenira D’Souza, Sophie De Leon,  
Isagani Ocampo, Virginia Santos,  
Dragica Julich  

Thanksgiving:   

 

Welcome to the community of the Catholic Parish of 
St John 23rd Glenwood-Stanhope Gardens where 

the love of Christ is shining in so many ways. 

DUE TO THE CURRENT COVID RESTRICTIONS AND 
LOCKDOWN, THERE WILL BE NO MASSES AT CHURCH. 

INSTEAD, OUR SUNDAY 10:30am MASS WILL BE STREAMED 
LIVED VIA OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL AND FACEBOOK PAGE. 

Places of worship 

Services may be livestreamed from a church, meeting house, mosque, synagogue, 
temple or other place of worship that is not open to members of the public. 

You can attend the premises if you are directly involved in the service or the 
operation of the equipment for the livestream event.  

The place of worship must not be open to members of the public.   

Funerals and memorial services 

A maximum of 10 people can attend a funeral or memorial service or gathering 
afterwards in Greater Sydney. 

The 10 person maximum also applies to an outdoor funeral, memorial service or 
gathering afterwards. A funeral cannot occur at a place of residence. 

In addition to the 10 people attending the service there may also be 

 a person conducting the service 

 other people who are necessary for the preparation and conduct of the 
service. 

Face Masks  

NSW Health continues to mandate that face masks are to be worn at all indoor 
venues, including places of worship, and places of work. 

COVID-19 Safety Plan 

As a gentle reminder, Parishes will need to continue to comply with their 
COVID-19 Safety Plans, including record keeping (name and contact details) 
requirements for contact tracing purposes.  

There has been no change to the number of people allowed at places of worship 
and religious services. The maximum number of people will continue to be 
limited by the 2 square metre rule.  

C O V I D - 1 9  N O T I C E S  

PARRAMATTA DIOCESE UPDATES ON COVID19 

 
 

For more updates and useful resources visit https://www.parracatholic.org/covid19/#faq  
Church Calendar  

August 

Mon 9 8:30am - no Mass 

Tues 10 Saint Lawrence (F) 
9:15am - no Mass 
7:00pm - Novena prayers to Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help via 
Whatsapp 

Wed 11 Saint Clare (M) 
9:15am - no Mass 

Thurs 12 9:15am - no Mass 

Fri 13 9:15am - no Mass 

Sat 14 Saint Maximilian Mary Kolbe (M) 
No masses 

Sun 15 10:30 - Mass Live-streamed 

Please check out the following sites for any and all updates:  

NSW Health COVID site https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/covid-19/Pageslatest-
updates.aspx  

NSW Government site https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19 

Check in and help keep everyone safe 

By law, some businesses, venues and 
events need you to check-in.  

For ease on contact tracing, as per NSW 
COVID regulation, a QR Code is 
displayed at both church doors for 
scanning purposes. 

https://www.parracatholic.org/covid19/#faq
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/covid-19/Pages/latest-updates.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/covid-19/Pages/latest-updates.aspx
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19
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 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM FACILITATORS 
We require assistance at the children’s baptismal rites during 
Sundays 12pm. For interested parties please contact Deacon 
Andrew on andrew@john23rd.org.au or the Parish Office. 

 GARDENERS AND CLEANERS 

Garden Bees - our gardens look magnificent thanks to the 
work of our abled parishioners but more help is needed. The 
commitment would be whatever time you can spare – a few 
hours a fortnight to assist in the maintenance of the church’s 
garden surrounds. 

Cleaners – we have four teams of cleaners who clean the 
church on a monthly cycle and four teams who clean the votive 
candle stands every few months. Both groups needs more 
bodies to help out, urgently. The commitment would be a few 
hours each month. For more information contact 
maintenance@john23rd.org.au 

 

 SRE Teachers 

If you could spare an hour during weekdays to spread God’s 
word teaching the scriptures to children, WE NEED YOU. 
We currently have 4 public primary schools and a high school 
in our parish where we hold scripture classes during school 
hours for 30 minutes during Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays. For more information call Asoki 0430 020265 
or Renuka0414 795814. Training and resources will be 
provided.  

 WEEKDAY WARRIORS 

The church pews are undergoing refurbishment. We are 
looking for volunteers to help carry some pews down to the 
basement where they are being repaired. If you can assist, 
please let Fr Jolly know or call the parish office. 

 VINNIES VAN 

The Vinnies Van provides food, friendship, compassion and 
dignity to those experiencing homelessness and social isolation 
in the Mount Druitt and Parramatta areas. To become a 
volunteer of Vinnies Van you must be 16 years of age and over 
and available to attend induction training upon 
commencement.  
For more information on joining the SJ23rd Vinnies Van team, 
please contact Naomi Reynolds at naomi1.rey@gmail.com 

P a r i s h  P a s t o r a l / M i n i s t r y  C o r n e r  

FAITH FORMATION 

 Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Oh Mother of Perpetual Help, grant that I may 
ever invoke your powerful name, the protection 
of the living and the salvation of the dying. 
Purest Mary, let your name henceforth be ever 
on my lips. Delay not, Blessed Lady, to rescue 
me whenever I call on you. In my temptations, 
in my needs, I will never cease to call on you, 
ever repeating your sacred name, Mary, Mary. 
What a consolation, what sweetness, what 
confidence fills my soul when I utter your 
sacred name or even only think of you! I thank 
the Lord for having given you so sweet, so powerful, so lovely a name. But I 
will not be content with merely uttering your name. Let my love for you 
prompt me ever to hail you Mother of Perpetual Help. Mother of Perpetual 
Help, pray for me and grant me the favour I confidently ask of you. (Then 
say three Hail Marys).  

“A family that prays together, stays together - Fr Patrick Peyton” 
If you want the opportunity of having the statue of Our Lady visit 
your home, please contact Bart Sarlabus via email 
bart.sarlabus@gmail.com or Melva Paguinto   emcipi85@yahoo.com.au 

Novena prayers 7pm every Tuesday except   
every First Tuesday it’s a Novena mass 7:30pm  

Families on the roster, if unable to pick up please don’t hesitate to 
contact Bart or Melva. 
“Mary joins us, she fights at our side. She supports Christians in the fight 
against the forces of evil. Especially through prayer, through the Rosary. Hear 
me out, the Rosary. … Do you pray the Rosary each day?” Pope Francis 

Rosary Statue Family Roster for Tuesday Nights 

Aug   
3 10 17 24 31 

Ring Lozada Sebastian Gan Jacob 

Sep   
7 14 21 28  

Manalo Tangunan Erasmo Javelosa  

Oct   
5 12 19 26  

Erasmo  Sebastian Shalini Jacob  

Nov   
2 9 16 23 30 

Gan Barnouti Ring Jacob Melva 

Dec   
7 14 21 28  

Jacob Richards Richards Richards  

4 11 18 25  
Jan  

available available available available  

The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others. Mahatma Gandhi 

We are in urgent need for volunteers to assist in the different pastoral ministries in our Parish.  

FIRST COLLECTION – for the support of the priests and 
deacons of the Diocese.  
SECOND COLLECTION – used to meet our parish running 
costs of the church and provide for ministry expenses; it is also 
needed to pay off our church mortgage.  
Planned Giving Program as part of the second collection 

A Planned giving Program is in place to help us with the 
planning/budgeting for the church expenses. To register, an 
SJ23rd form is available at the church foyer or the website. 
The Parish Finance Committee encourages all parishioners to 
register for direct debit or credit card deductions instead of the 
envelope system.  

P a y i n g  o u r  d e b t  t o g e t h e r  

We encourage everyone to contribute financially as you leave by using the TapnGo machines or online via BPoint. 
We have TapnGo at both the doors.  

Parking Reminder 

Please make sure when you come to 
Mass, let us consider our neighbours. 

Do not block the neighbours’ driveway. 

Chairman   
Gary Lee 
Dep Chairman  
Bernadette Virwani 
Secretary   
Julienne Crasto 

Members 
Bing Catabas 
Chris Drummond 
Margaret Harrison 
Nanette Gamboa 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

mailto:naomi1.rey@gmail.com
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For more events please go to parracatholic.org/events or https://catholicoutlook.org/ 

P a r i s h  N o t i c e s  

SPONSOR A PEW 

WE are refurbishing our church 
pews, as a  cheaper alternative, 
to make mass attendance more 
comfortable and safe for 
everyone in the parish. 

On this note, we would like to 
invite parishioners, if able, to 
sponsor a pew. It can be in 
memory of a deceased loved 
ones  and w ish to  be 
remembered or it could be your 

family’s gift to the parish community. It could also be a way of 
thanking God for the graces of a lovely family you have and the 
blessings you received from the Lord. Each pew will cost from 
$2,500 each. 

To remember the donor family and their loved ones, a small 
memorial plaque or Donated by plaque will be placed on each 
Pew, upon request. If you are interested please contact the Parish 
office on 8883 5981 

HOME Ground is a schedule of new and pre-existing online gatherings to support the wellbeing and connection of people 
of our diocesan family each evening for the next four weeks starting Monday 26 July at 7.30pm.  

The Diocesan website will offer unique Zoom links for each day. For more details, visit parracatholic.org/homeground  

Email MET@PARRACATHOLIC.ORG which sessions you’d like to attend for a unique Zoom link 

Weeknight gatherings to get us through lockdown together 

 CONNECTION | CONVERSATION | MUSIC | HOT TOPICS  

In the lead-up to this year’s local council elections, 
numerous faith-based and community organisations across 
Sydney have joined forces to organise Community Forums 
to give people a chance to engage with councillors that are 
running for office and jointly ask them to commit to 
important social and environmental action in the next 5 
years.  

Good Shepherd Parish Plumpton and Our Lady of Lourdes 
Parish Seven Hills social justice groups are involved in the 
planning for this forum.  

It will be an opportunity to: 

 get connected during lockdown, 

 learn about and discuss the asks that will be put 
forward to councillors in November, 

 be part of a local movement for more social justice 
and care for creation. 

Come, join and be involved. 

When: 19 August, 7:00pm – 8:15pm 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87590654657 

Online Table Talk “Future Dreaming for Blacktown LGA” 

http://parracatholic.org/events/
https://catholicoutlook.org/
https://parracatholic.org/homeground/
https://parracatholic.org/homeground/
mailto:MET@parracatholic.org
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87590654657&data=04%7C01%7Cjolly%40john23rd.org.au%7C280b327abb594ec0e40408d95710759e%7C081372017d494e1895ece1e6a8b1f23c%7C0%7C0%7C637636550509013013%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbG
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Bishop Vincent’s pastoral letter on the proposed Parental 
Rights Bill 

Bishop Vincent has released a pastoral letter to the pastors, 
parents and the faithful of the Diocese of Parramatta on the 
proposed Parental Rights Bill. The letter can be read here 
https://parracatholic.org/pastoral-letter-to-the-people-of-parramatta-on-
the-parental-rights-bill/ 

Social Justice COVID-19 Food and Toiletries Drive 

Jesuit Refugee Service and House of Welcome are dealing with 
a 400% increase in emergency assistance calls and are needing 
to feed over 1,000 people facing destitution each week. You 
can help by running a food and toiletry drive or donating 
yourself. For more information, contact House of Welcome 
on office@houseofwelcome.com.au or (02)9727 9290 or JRS on 
foodbank@jrs.org.au or (02) 9098 9336. 

Life, Marriage and Family Office Marriage Preparation 
Courses 

Dates for the Diocesan Life, Marriage and Family Office’s in-
person marriage preparation weekend courses in 2021 are now 
available, with the SmartLoving Engaged Online course 
another option to prepare for your marriage. For more 
information or to book your course, visit 
www.parracatholic.org/pmp or call (02) 8838 3460. 

Community Visitors Scheme Volunteers Needed 

The Community Visitors Scheme, a program with 
CatholicCare, is looking for volunteers to provide a friendly 
visit to residents in local Aged Care Facilities who are lonely or 
isolated from their family and friends. If you feel you could 
spare one hour a week or a fortnight to help a person feel more 
valued and respected, please contact the Manager, Deb 
Woolacott on 0418 114 055 or email deb.woolacott@ccss.org.au. 

Pastoral Council Formation and Training 

The Pastoral Planning Office are hosting monthly Zoom 
sessions offering best practice in a variety of areas for parish, 
deanery and diocesan pastoral councils to serve Christ’s 
mission. Sessions will be held on the 4th Wednesday of the 
month from 7.30pm to 9pm. To share and grow with other 
parish councils, please register at https://tinyurl.com/serving-christs-
mission or contact Lisa for more information on 0448 652 720 
or lisa.bright@parracatholic.org 

Manage your Fertility Naturally! 

Are you looking for a natural effective method to manage your 
fertility? Are you trying to achieve pregnancy? Are you 
breastfeeding and looking for a natural way to space your 
children? Natural Fertility Services – Diocese of 
Parramatta might just have the answers you’re searching for. 
For more information, or to book an appointment, contact 
Catherine on 0400 427 605 or catherinebourne@parra.catholic.org or 
visit www.parralmf.org.au 

 

Other 

Get vaccinated for the common good 

Vaccination against COVID-19 is a morally good thing, 
providing protection for the person vaccinated and the wider 
community. Some COVID-19 vaccines are associated with 
ethically questionable production and research practices, but 
Pope Francis and the Australian Bishops have advised that it is 
morally permissible to receive any vaccine made available. 
More info is available at https://www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus 

The Diocese of Parramatta is co-hosting a series of talks on 
euthanasia with the Diocese of Broken Bay, ahead of the 
expected introduction of a draft Bill in the NSW Parliament to 
legalise euthanasia in September. 

Due to the expected timing of the introduction of the bill,  the 
talks have been organised for the beginning of August.  

The free talks will be conducted via Zoom over three Monday 
nights starting 2 August at 7.30pm. There will be opportunities 
for questions following the talks. 

Vicar General of the Diocese of Broken Bay, Fr David Ranson, 
will give the first talk on the theology of suffering and death on 
Monday, 2 August. The following Monday, 9 August, speakers 
from the medical profession will explain palliative care, and 
common ‘myths’ around this type of care. On Monday, 16 
August Monica Doumit, Director Public Affairs and 
Engagement from the Archdiocese of Sydney will discuss 
“How to speak about euthanasia with friends and family”. 

Information and registrat ion can be found 
at parracatholic.org/euthanasiatalks. For more information contact 
Emma Baker  via emma.baker@bbcatholic.org.au  

D i o c e s e  N e w s  

https://parracatholic.org/pastoral-letter-to-the-people-of-parramatta-on-the-parental-rights-bill/
https://parracatholic.org/pastoral-letter-to-the-people-of-parramatta-on-the-parental-rights-bill/
mailto:office@houseofwelcome.com.au
mailto:foodbank@jrs.org.au
http://www.parracatholic.org/pmp
mailto:deb.woolacott@ccss.org.au
at https:/tinyurl.com/serving-christs-mission
at https:/tinyurl.com/serving-christs-mission
mailto:lisa.bright@parracatholic.org
mailto:catherinebourne@parra.catholic.org
http://www.parralmf.org.au
https://www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus
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SUGGESTION BOX 

We welcome your comments and 

constructive suggestions. 

NEW TO OUR PARISH? 

Welcome to our parish 
community! 

Please take a welcome envelope pack 
from the front entrance. 

Visit our website http://john23rd.com/  
Like our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/john23rdparish  
View our livestreams via YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/c/StJohn%20
XXIIIGlenwood-StanhopeGardensParish 

Holy Cross Primary 
49 Meurants Lane, Glenwood 
Principal: Louise O’Donnell  

 (02) 8664 7100 

 holycross@parra.catholic.edu.au 
John XXIII & St Mark’s College 
160 Perfection Ave Stanhope Gardens    
Principal: Dr Peter Webster  

 (02) 9852 0500 

 stmarks@parra.catholic.edu.au 
Catholic Early Learning Centre 
160 Perfection Ave Stanhope Gardens 

 (02) 9852 0585 

 celcstanhope@parra.catholic.edu.au  
www.celcstanhope.catholic.edu.au 

OUR PARISH SCHOOLS 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” Philippians 4:13 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

BLAZE 

BLAZE youth group is held every second Friday throughout the school term in the 
St John XXIII school hall. Youth runs from 7:15 to 9pm and accommodate a fun 
and engaging night of faith-based talks encouraging teens to walk with Christ in a 
nurturing community. If you would like to come along to one of our sessions, please 
contact the team at blaze@john23rd.org.au  

 For all youth ministry enquiries,  blaze@john23rd.org.au or  

visit our FB page https://www.facebook.com/blazeyouthsj23/   

CRL (Community of the Risen Lord) 
CRL YOUTH LEADERS 
Rojith de Silva - 0405 956 3210 

Nimeshi Fernando -0417 101009 

 

YFC (Youth for Christ) 

YFC YOUTH LEADERS 

YFC International 
Vince Erasmo - 0406 253 698 
YFC Australia 
Jonathan Montaos 0401 478 733  

PARISH OFFICE 
Office Hours 
Tue - Fri  8.30 - 4.00pm   
Office Contacts 

 (02) 8883 5981    

 0423 160567 (AH Emergency)  
160 Perfection Avenue,  
Stanhope Gardens, 2768  
MAILING 
PO Box 23, Stanhope Gardens, 
NSW 2768 
CLERGY 
Parish Priest:   
Fr Jolly Chacko  

 jolly@john23rd.org.au  

 0417 541 637 (for emergency only) 
Assistant Priest:    
Fr Zvonimir Gavranovic  

 Zvonimir@john23rd.org.au 
Deacon:  
Andrew Rooney   

 Andrew@john23rd.org.au 
STAFF 
Secretary: 
Tanya Gatt 

 secretary@john23rd.org.au 
Finance: 
Renuka Soosaipillai 

 accounts@john23rd.org.au 
Sacramental Coordinator: 
Helen Zammit 

 sacramental@john23rd.org.au 
Operations Manager:  
Daphney Fernandes 

 operations@john23rd.org.au 
OTHER CONTACTS 
Maintenance issues: 
David Gorkic 

 maintenance@john23rd.org.au  
Columbarium queries: 
Daphney Fernandes 

 columbarium@john23rd.org.au  
Communication queries: 
Techie Sarlabus 

 communications@john23rd.org.au  

If you or a family member is homebound and would want to receive 
communion in your home please contact the parish office. 

MORE YOUTH GROUPS 

Come and Join ! 

Youth Coordinator 
Amanda Lee - 0413 545 318 
Assistant Youth Coordinator 
Caitlin Green - 0425 579 594 

 

Youth Leaders 
Anna Todhunter   
Taylor Coutinho 
Johnathan Soosaipillai  
Natasha Surjanto 
Charlotte Todhunter  

http://john23rd.com/
https://www.facebook.com/john23rdparish/?ref=settings
mailto:blaze@john23rd.org.au
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ADVERTISE HERE 

ST JOHN XXIII would like to thank these businesses for their contribution to our parish community  
St John XXIII Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. To advertise in this space, please contact the parish office  

A Tradition of Care & Concern 

Pre-paid funerals available 

340 Old Northern Rd. Castle Hill 
  9659 0900 

www.hillsfamilyfunerals.com.au 

 

 

 

 

Sales & Property Management 

Joshi John 0410 066578 

Moverealty.com.au 

     OZ DRAFTER 
        

For your PLANS and DRAWING needs 

Also offered: Assistance with - 

COUNCIL OR CERTIFIER APPROVAL 
(Granny Flat, Decks, Sheds, Pools, Renovations etc) 

 

0491 631657 / ozdrafter@gmail.com 

PRAISE AND 
WORSHIP 

3rd Saturdays at 
7:30pm 

SJ23rd Prayer Group 

 

MEMORIAL WALL 
The wall in front of the church is devoted to 
the memory of our deceased family and 
friends, especially if they are buried  overseas. 
For  any enqu ir ie s  p lease  emai l 
columbarium@john23rd.org.au  
The plaques cost $350.00.  

Are you looking for a family doctor? 
Long established accredited General 

Practice in Quakers Hill 
Multi Doctor practice with Christian values 

at the core 
In–house Allied health and  Dental clinic  

Books are now open for new patients 

Tel – 02 9626 6300  
www.qhfp.com.au 

MALTA TRAVEL 
Your travel partner since 1996 

You get the lot: 
flights, hotels, food, 
touring, transfers and 
insurance. 
 

Call Charlie - (02) 9631 2689 or 
0412 523 893 

ADVERTISE HERE ADVERTISE HERE 

ADVERTISE HERE 

 


