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Reflection on the Readings

I am told that, in most Middle Eastern languages, there is no word for ‘prefer’.
Perhaps influenced by extremes of heat and cold, the vocabulary of ‘love” and ‘hate’ is
used instead. No one can imagine Jesus ‘hating’ Joseph, but he clearly gave preference to
his mission, even as a precocious 12 year old in the Temple.

In today's Gospel, Jesus was preparing his followers, imminently and over the
generations, for persecution. This would include real-life situations of families
denouncing a son or daughter, or a brother turning over a brother to the authorities.
Imagine a Chinese Catholic hearing this Gospel this morning, and this afternoon
being betrayed by family members for remaining loyal to the successor of St Peter.
Jesus exhorts such a follower to prefer this cross over what the family considers
politically correct.

We could pause for a moment to pray for all families, torn apart for allegiance to
Jesus in His Church, that they may be re-united in the peace of the Risen Lord.

© Fr Michael Tate

Cingels

Stall Sth Sep, Sunday, all merning masses

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

9.00am - Mass
7:30pm - Christian Meditation in Parish Office Conference Room

9.00am - Mass
7:30pm - Rosary and Novena mass to Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Mass Times

Mon - Fri~ 9:00am

also Wed 10:00am

Holy Cross Primary school term only

Sat 9:00am, 6:00pm (Vigil)

Sun 7:30am, 9:00am,
10:30am, 6:00pm (Youth)

Devotions & Prayers

Novena Masses with Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament &
Benediction
2nd Tue 7:30pm
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
7:30pm
Sacred Heart of Jesus
Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament & Benediction
Fridays  after the 9am Mass
Rosary & Novena prayer
7:00pm except for 2nd Tues
as this will be a novena mass
Sacrament of the Sick

15t Fri

Tues

15t Sat 9:00am Mass or upon
request
Divine Office
Sun 8:15am after 7.30am Mass
Mon  T:30pm Christian Meditation
Group in Parish Office Conference
Room led by Frances Pegrem
(0417 406715)
Fri 6:30pm led by Christ Catholic

Community Prayer Group in the

Parish Office Conference Room
Praise & Worship

3rd Sat 7:30pm S]23rd Prayer Group
St Vincent de Paul

Meeting every second and fourth

Thursday in the Church kitchen at

7pm. All welcome.

9.00am - Mass
10.00am - Mass Holy Cross
7.30pm - RCIA Enquiry night

A0 PR 9.00am - Mass

VSO KR Saint John Chrysostom (M)

9.00am - Mass

SV ER The Escaltation of the Holy Cross (F)

9.00am - Mass

SR 11:30am - PPC ministry meeting

12:00pm - Baptism please pray for Sophie, Hudson & Ryan

Our Parish Mission

The parish of St John XXIII is a faith
community with the Eucharist as its heart.
Inspired by John XXIII's prophetic opening
of the windows of the Church, we welcome the
[fresh air of the Holy Spirit, inviting every
person to share in the responsibility of
enriching the life and faith of our community
by sharing their gifts and talents.”
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Entrance Antiphon

You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is right; treat your
servant in accord with your merciful love.

First Reading

Wisdon 9:13-18
Who can comprebend the will of God?
What person can know the intentions of God? Who can divine
the will of the Lord? The reasonings of mortals are unsure and
our intentions unstable; for a perishable body presses down
the soul, and this tent of clay weighs down the teeming mind.
It is hard enough for us to work out what is on earth,
labotious to know what lies within our reach; who, then, can
discover what is in the heavens? As for your intention, who
could have learnt it, had you not granted Wisdom and sent
your holy spirit from above? Thus have the paths of those on
earth been straightened and people been taught what pleases
you,
and saved, by Wisdom.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 89:3-6. 12-14. 17
R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.

You turn people back in to dust and say: 'Go back, children of
men.' To your eyes a thousand years ate like yesterday, come
and gone, no more than a watch in the night. R.

You sweep people away like a dream, like grass which springs
up in the morning. In the morning it springs up and flowers:
by evening it withers and fades. R.

Make us know the shortness of our life that we may gain
wisdom of heart. Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? Show
pity to your servants. R.

In the morning, fill us with your love; we shall exult and
rejoice all our days. Let the favour of the Lord be upon us:
give success to the work of our hands. R

Second Reading

Hebrews 12:18-19. 22-24

Receive him, not as a slave anymore, but as a very dear brother.

This is Paul writing, an old man now and, what is more, still a
prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for a child of
mine, whose father I became while wearing these chains: 1
mean Onesimus. I am sending him back to you, and with him
- I could say - a part of my own self. I should have liked to
keep him with me; he could have been a substitute for you, to
help me while I am in the chains that the Good News has
brought me. However, I did not want to do anything without
your consent; it would have been forcing your act of kindness,
which should be spontaneous. I know you have been deprived
of Onesimus for a time, but it was only so that you could have
him back for ever, not as a slave any more, but something
much better than a slave, a dear brother; especially dear to me,
but how much more to you, as a blood-brother as well as a
brother in the Lord. So if all that we have in common means
anything to you, welcome him as you would me.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Ps 118:135

Alleluia, alleluia!
Let your face shine on your servant, and teach me your laws.

Alleluial

Gospel

Luke 14:25-33
Al who do not renounce their possessions cannot be my disciples.

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he turned
and spoke to them. 'If any one comes to me without hating his
father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes, and his
own life too, he cannot be my disciple. Anyone who does not
carry his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.

'And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower,
would not first sit down and work out the cost to see if he had
enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the foundation
and then found himself unable to finish the work, the
onlookers would all start making fun of him and saying, "Here
is a person who started to build and was unable to finish." Or
again, what king marching to war against another king would
not first sit down and consider whether with ten thousand he
could stand up to the other who advanced against him with
twenty thousand? If not, then while the other king was still a
long way off, he would send envoys to sue for peace. So in the
same way, none of you can be my disciple unless you give up
all your possessions.'

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Communion Antiphon

Like the deer that yearns for running streams, so my soul is
yearning for you, my God; my soul is thirsting for God, the
living God.

= Allwho do not renodls

cannot be




OFFICE

160 Perfection Avenue,
Stanhope Gardens, 2768
(next to St Mark’s College Admin Office)

MAILING

PO Box 23, Stanhope Gardens,
NSW 2768

SACRAMENTS

Baptism by appointment

Sun 12:00pm
Reconciliation (First Rite)
Sat  5:00 - 5:45pm

And after any weekday masses

CLERGY

Parish Priest:

Fr John McSweeney

DA Friohn@yjohn23rd.org.an
Asst. Priest:

Fr Thomas Bui

PA FrThomas@ygohn23rd.org.an
Deacon:

Rodrigo Rupac

DA DeaconRudy@john23rd.org.an

PARISH OFFICE

Office Hours

Tue - Fri 8.30 - 4.00pm
Office Contacts

(02) 9852 0580

(0423 160 567 AH Emergency)

STAFF

Secretary

Tanya Gatt

DA secretary@john23rd.org.an
Finance:

Renuka Soosaipillai

DA accounts@yjohn23rd.org.an
Sacramental Coordinator:
Helen Zammit

DA admin@jobn23rd.org.an
Business Manager:

John McCartney (pro bono)

DA businessmanager@yjohn23rd.org.an

NEW TO OUR
PARISH?

Welcome to our parish
community!

Please take a welcome envelope

pack from the front entrance.

Also visit our website or like our

Facebook page
www.facebook.com/ john2 3rdparish

Moriip v

SUGGESTION BOX
We welcome your comments
and constructive suggestions.

Plenary Council 2020

The National Centre for Pastoral Research has
just published Listen to what the Spirit is
saying, the final report of the Listening and
Dialogue stage of the Plenary Council. The
report captures the voices of the more than
222,000 people who shared their submissions,
questions and stories of faith during the 10-
month process. Access the report at
www.plenaryconncil.catholic.org.an/ resonrces/ reports

10 September: Adult Confirmation

Adult Confirmation for 2019 will be held on
Tuesday 10 September at St Patrick’s
Cathedral, Parramatta from 7.30pm. A
Catechesis Day for Adult Confirmation will be
held of Saturday 31 August from 9.30am to
2pm. Any adult over 16 years wanting to be
confirmed please see your Parish Office for
info or contact the Office for Worship on
8838 3456 ot mary-louisewalsh@parracatholic.org

14 September: Ministry of Communion to
the Sick and Dying Ongoing Formation:
The Office for Worship is organising a
formation day for those already involved in
the ministry, Ministers of Communion to the
Sick and the Dying on Saturday 14 September
at the Institute for Mission, Blacktown, from
9:30am until 2pm. Morning tea and lunch will
be provided. RSVP by 10 September. To
RSVP, please contact the Office for Worship
team on  anne.alimangohan@parracatholic.org ot

8838 3456.

15 September: Divine Mercy and Rosary
Prayer Session

St Nicholas of Myra Parish, Penrith, is hosting
an intercessory prayers session on Sunday 15
September from 3pm in the PMR1 Room.
People of all backgrounds are welcome to
unite as God’s family and pray. For more
information, please contact Steffi Sequeira on

0436 395763 ot steffi.parry.sequeira@gmail.com

Go out into the Deep - Becoming the Community Christ Calls Us to Be

Other Notices
14 September: Jesuit Mission Indian
Bazaar

Come and join in the fun and festivities at
Jesuit Mission’s Indian Bazaar on Saturday 14
September, 9am to 5pm at St Ignatius’
College, Riverview. There will be rides, stalls,
auctions and more. The annual fundraiser
supports Jesuit Mission’s work in over 13
countries, empowering the most vulnerable
people to transform their lives and build
brighter futures. More details at
https:/ [ jesuitmission.org.an/ indian-bazaar/and
https:/ | www.facebook.com/ events| 9260937444026
99/

27 - 29 September: Discernment Retreat
The Sisters of the Holy Family of
Nazareth are offering a discernment retreat
“The Compass of the Discernment” for
women (aged 18-35) to reflect on that most
important of questions: “Lord, what are you
asking of me? How are you calling me to
giver” It is a great opportunity to meet and
spend time with the sisters. Holy Spirit
Convent, 120 Capuchin Way, Plumpton.
RSVP St Paula vocationsesfn@gmail.com or 0449
656 4006.

16-23 September: Listen with the soul
Retreat

Fr Kevin Dance and Sr Jill Dance will lead
participants into an experience of inner prayer
at the St Clement’s Retreat Centre, Galong,
NSW from 16 to 23 September. The retreat
provides an opportunity for group sharing,
also times for deep silence, healing and
reconciliation. $650 single ensuite room or
$550 for shared facilities. For enquiries and
bookings, please contact #fo(@stclement.com.an

“Do not be afraid to convey the Gospel in new ways and launch into the deep.”
That was one of the messages Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv, Bishop of Parramatta, shared
at the inaugural Diocesan Forum on Saturday 13 July. The forum called diocesan
representatives to respond to the signs of the times as we listen to what the Spirit is saying
through our own communities and through the Plenary Council process.

View the address from Bishop Vincent Long, materials prepared for the forum, reports from
the forum data and images from the day here: www.parracatholic.org/forum2019.

Further opportunities will invite us all to engage in deanery and diocesan initiatives coming out
of the forum as we continue to go out into the deep to become the community Christ calls us

to be.

First Collection — for the diocese. This is used for
the support of the Bishop and priests of the Diocese.

Second Collection — for the parish. This is used to
meet our parish running costs of the church and
provide for ministry expenses.

Paying our debt together

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM If you would
like to be a part of the church’s plan giving program,
which goes to the second collection, an SJ23rd form
is available at the church foyer or contact the parish
office. We would encourage instead of the envelope
system to either direct debit or credit card deduction.
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Parish Pastoral/Ministry Corner

FAITH FORMATION

= Our Lady of Perpetual Help

“A family that prays together, stays together - Fr Patrick
Peyton”

We continue to ask for host families to pray the rosary
at home and request our Blessed Mothet’s

Sep

prayers at church. Join us in saying rosary and novena

prayers and get to meet other families during that

night.

e 7:00pm Tuesday nights - Rosary and novena prayers
at church

e 7.00pm 2nd Tuesday each month - Rosary prayers,
followed by mass celebration together with novena
prayers, exposition and benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament

Families on the roster, please remember your roster. If

unable to pick up please don’t hesitate to contact Bart or
Melva.

Jan

= Praise & Worship

21 September - “The Catholic Mass Explained” by Fr Bong
Pamintuan SR

Starts at 7:30 pm after the vigil mass at the St &
John 23rd Parish Church Stanhope Gardens.

SJ23rd Prayer Group hold its monthly Prayer
Meeting every 3rd Saturday of the month. 208200
Please come and join us for another night of

praising and worshiping the Lord.

CHILDRENS LITURGY
= Children’s liturgy facilitators required

We are fortunate in our parish to have children’s liturgy
available to children who are school aged and not yet made
the sacrament of First communion.

However, we have only a few facilitators able to take these
Sunday sessions.

If you are able to assist in facilitating these 15-20mins
sessions during the 10.30am mass, please contact Helen
Zammit on 9852 0583. Thank you

Oct
. . . Nov
intercessions. Pick up the statue and pass on to the
next family after a week during the 7pm novena .
Dec

Rosary Statue Family Roster for Tuesday Nights

10 17 24

Lozada | Tangunan Jacob Paguinto E -
8 15 22 29

Wicks Sebastian Richards Ramirez Jacob

12 19 26

Javier C Javelosa Peiris Jacob -
10 17 24 31

Paguinto S Drummond  Pangilinan  Sebastian ~ Sebastian

14 21 28

available available available Tangunan -

“Mary joins us, she fights at our side. She supports Christians in the

fight against the forces of evil. Especially through prayer, through the

Rosary. Hear me out, the Rosary. ... Do you pray the Rosary each
day?” Pope Francis
If you want the opportunity of having the statue of Our

Lady wvisit your home contact Bart Sarlabus
bart.sarlabus@gmail.com or Melva Paguinto
emcipi85@yahoo.com.au

RCIA

= RCIA Enquiry Night

If you or someone you know, would like to learn more
about the Catholic faith, please come to the RCIA enquiry
night on Wednesday, 11th September at 7.30pm at St. John
23rd Parish Office (entry via gate to St Mark's College). It is
an opportunity to introduce the RCIA program in our
Parish and answer your questions..

For any queties, please email ria.sj23rd@gmail.com or call
Parish Office (Tues - Fri) on (02) 98520580

PA IL

Chairman

Gary Lee

Dep Chairman
Bernadette Virwani
Secretary

Julienne Crasto

Members

Bing Catabas
Chris Drummond
Nanette Gamboa
Margaret Harrison

Collection process for collectors:

First Collection will occur after the Homily and which will be brought to the altar during the offertory procession
The Second Collection will occur after the offertory and will be brought forward during the Holy, Holy

COELIACS Those who are gluten intolerant may receive communion with a gluten low host. Please inform the acolyte

before Mass.
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Special intentions

Recently Deceased:
Maria Pham Thi Hinh

Deceased:

Rodolfo Fontejon, deceased relatives

Anniversary:

Thelma Pore, Stephen James Tracey,
John Cherry, Loretta Fortune,
Ornanong Muangruen, Villamor
Sarabia, Abelaardo Africa St,

Jessie D’Cruz, Esperanza Perez

Sick: Names published with permission.

Collen McCunnie, Deidre Thomson,
Benjamin Munson Jr, Jim Daley,
Virginia Santos, Fr John, Pat Doyle,
Deacon Rudi, Anshu Mala Nand,
Joel Ocampo, Gloria Buosi,

Deidre Thomson, Hazel Masher,
Praba Daniel, Kim Greg Marcellana,
Violeta Javate, Florentina Elsisura,
Dung Phan, Bernie Presto, Kalayani,
Ramon Minosa, Elmo Joachim

Thanksgiving:
Conrad Fontanilla, Xavier & Fly,
Ronaldo, Kristine, Maria, Ramon &

Vincenzo Zamora, Theophil,
Theodore

Church Funnies
IF THEY'RE BOWING THEIR HEADS

N PRAYER, HOW COME T
HEAR CLICKING?

12 NIGHTS / 15 DAYS. DEPARTS SAT 9™ JAN 2021

Dead Sea (2 nights) » Sea of Galilee (4) * Haifa * Mt Carmel * Mt Tabor * Cana
+ Nazareth » Mt Beatitudes « Jerusalem (6) + Masada + Bethlehem » Optional
2 night Wonders of Petra Extension

Accompanied by
FR JOHN MCSWEENEY

TOUR CODE PV0221

DEPARTS Sat 9 January 2021
RETURNS Sat 23 January 2021
TWIN SHARE $7,490* Indicative cost pp
SINGLE ROOM $1,890* Indicotive cost

PREPAID TIPPING  $130pp

Airfares: Economy clas:
to Amman and return (N.B. Airlines taxes are
included on standard stinerary and subject to
fluctuations).

re from Sydney

Accommodation & Meals: Based on moderate
standard hotel accommodation throughout with
| breakfast, dinner daily & 5 lunches

| Touring & Transportation: Deluxe Air
Conditioned Coach touring with driver *
Professional English Speaki
& Entrance Fees » Porterag
per person at hotels * jordan Visa

Other; Fully Escorted by Spantual Chaplain »
Mass Daily * Harvest Backpack, Pilgrim journal &
Tour Wallet

BETHSEMANE GARDEN

Not Included: Passport « Other Visas (if
applicable) - Prepaid Tippi woiced with other
services) + Other meals no! Items of a
personal nature including phone calls, laundry,
beverages, etc. « Travel insurance (Harvest will
recommend a special group policy rate).

* Costs are based on prices as ot fuly 2019 and must
ply event of

”0

(% Book NOwW
harvestjourneys.com
info@harvestjourneys.com
Free-Call: 1800 819 156

harvest

journeys

OUR PARISH SCHOOLS
Holy Cross Primary

49 Meurants Lane, Glenwood
Principal: Marina Hardy

@ (02) 8664 7100

DA holyeross@parra.catholic.edn.an

John XXIII and St Mark’s College
160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens
Principal: Dr Peter Webster

@ (02) 9852 0500

DL stmarks@parra.catholic.edu.an
Catholic Early Learning Centre

160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens
@ (02) 9852 0585

OA celestanbope@parra.catholic.edu.an

www.celestanhope.catholic.edn.an

ABORTION LEGISLATION

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

Parishioners in the Diocese of Parramatta are encouraged to continue to contact their
local NSW State Member of Parliament about this critical issue.

You can find your MP’s contact details here www.parlianent.nsw gov.au/ menbers/ pages/ all-
members.aspx:

Simply phone the electorate office during business hours and let them know that you
are from the local area, and would like to ask the Member to vote against the abortion
bill.

If you know a woman experiencing difficulty because of an unexpected pregnancy,
please know that there is help available.

The Catholic Church, through its many agencies, can provide support to women who
teel they have no choice available to them other than abortion.

In the Diocese of Parramatta, women and their families have access to assistance
through our CatholicCare pregnancy-related services. They can be contacted on
(02) 8843 2500.

For more events please go
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COLUMBARIUM NEWS

THE PROJECT CONTINUES

The project is not yet over. Please tell your family and
friends about the columbarium. We have opened it up to
parishioners from other parishes so there is an opportunity
for them to have their ashes placed in church grounds,
beside a church where family and friends may conveniently
visit after mass.

MEMORIAL WALL

There are still opportunities to sponsor items for the garden
eg plants and other landscaping costs.

Please email your Expressions of Interest, sponsorship
offers or any queties to businessmanager@jobn23rd.org.au

MEMORIAL WALL

The wall in front of the church is devoted to the memory
of our deceased family and friends especially if they are
overseas.

Plaques cost $250.00 and usually take around six weeks to
manufacture. If you would like a plaque installed please
contact businessmanager@john23rd.org.an

YOUTH CORNER

“T can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” Philippians 4:13

As members of the parish of SJXXIII our mission is to facilitate the understanding and growth of the faith of
teens and young adults by means of music, games, discussion, prayer and reflection while exploring the catholic
perspective on social issues.

The Youth Ministry of SJXXIII currently consists of a range of youth groups representing the cultural diversities
within our parish including; Blaze, CRL, and YFC. Our goal is to have a central hub for the young people of our
parish. A place where the various youth groups can run their youth nights out of, and a place where a community
of young people can continually grow. To achieve this goal, with the blessings of Fr John McSweeney and the
parish council, we have begun raising funds to renovate the space below our church to create a youth hub.

Please check out this link btl“pS.’/ /) WWW‘.gOfllI]dme. com/: SI‘Z3-'VOUZ‘11-S‘DQC€ and help us to
achieve this goal.

LYoutth Winist
BLAZE CRL (Compmunity of the Risen Lord)

BLAZE Youth Group is a fun and exciting way | SJXXIII Youth is looking for | When: 3rd Sunday

for youths in Years 7 and up to learn about their volufiﬁ};er youth facilitators Praise & Worship

faith and how to handle the struggles of being a wh\(;'f;l_gg can coi*gm\\i to Time: 4.00pm to 5.30pm
teem, , assisting with out BLAZE | VEC (Yoush for Chrish

BLAZE runs during Friday nlghts, weeks 1,3,5,7 fortquhtly sessions. Any | When: 3rd Sun days of the month
and 9 of the school term. Session starts at 7:15 erﬁluiﬁes can be sent\to

till 9pm. youth@yjohn23rd.conlan.

X For all youth ministry enquiries, email us at youth@john23rd.com
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 Baking your ideas to life.
< We specialise in: Wedding
< Cakes, Birthday & Occasion

<
KRR R RIS

ST JOHN XXIII would like to thank these businesses for their contribution to our parish community
St John XXIII Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. To advertise in this space, please contact the parish office

) Are you looking for a family
;\'\J ' ; doctor?
Hills Family Funerals Quakers Hill Family
A tradition of care and concern .
Practice

A Tradition of Care & Concern ADVERTISE HERE

Pre-paid funerals available
340 Old Northern Rd. Castle Hill
B 9659 0900
www.hillsfamilyfunerals.com.au

Long established accredited
General Practice in Quakers Hill
Multi Doctor practice with
Christian values at core
In —house Allied health and
Dental clinic

Books are now open for new
patients

Tel — 02 9626 6300
www.ghfp.com.au

02 4579 9009
www.returf.com.au

@) 0z DRAFTER
2y e ADVERTISE HERE
ADVERTISE HERE For your PLANS and DRAWING needs

Also offered: Assistance with -
COUNCIL OR CERTIFIER APPROVAL
(Granny Flat, Decks, Sheds, Pools, Renovations etc)

0491 631 657 / ozdrafter@gmail.com

Thinking of Selling or
Buying a property?
et ]

A NTIS ADVERTISE HERE

For all your gardening,
Landscaping & handyman needs

Website: mantislandscape.com.au
Email: Info@mantislandscape.com.au
Contact: 0434494450

JULIA STELLA
Licensed Real Estate Agent
0403 342 265

julia.stella@lsre.com.au
REALTY

ADVERT'SE HERE Go above and beyond

Laing -Simmons | Kellyville

Sales & Property Management

Joshi John 0410 066578
Moverealty.com.au

KRR IR IR IR ISR ISR ISR

CAKES by TATI

Nk ADVERTISE HERE

: Cakes, Cupcakes & Cookies, ko ADVERTISE HERE
: Macarons, Cake Pops and more... 3
< Tel: +61 415 566 978 %
« Email: cakesbytati@gmail.com fo
¢ FB: www.facebook.com/cakesbytati %
§Web: www.cakesbytati.com.au 35
>
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