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O u r  P a r i s h  M i s s i o n  

The parish of St John XXIII is a faith 
community with the Eucharist as its heart. 
Inspired by John XXIII’s prophetic opening 
of the windows of the Church, we welcome the 

fresh air of the Holy Spirit, inviting every 
person to share in the responsibility of 

enriching the life and faith of our community 
by sharing their gifts and talents.” 

AUG THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH  

Mon 12 9.00am - Mass 
7:30pm - Christian Meditation in Parish Office Conference Room  

Tue 13 9.00am - Mass 
7:30pm - Rosary and Novena Mass to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Wed 14 Saint Maximillian Mary Kolbe (M) 
9.00am - Mass 
7.30pm - Assumption Vigil   

Thu 15 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (S) 
9.00am - Mass 
7.30pm - Mass 

Fri 16 9.00am - Mass 

Sat 17 9.00am - Mass 

Sun 18 12.00pm - Baptisms Please pray for Jamie & Marley 

From the Pastor’s desk 

Cnr Perfection Ave and Bentwood Tce, Stanhope Gardens     

http://john23rd.com/       https://www.facebook.com/john23rdparish/ 

Nineteenth Sunday 

of Ordinary Time 

11 August 2019 

Jesus lived in a remote part of the Roman Empire where the majority eked out an 
existence. One of the few ways in which redistribution of wealth could occur was by 
voluntarily giving to the poor. So Jesus instructs his followers: ‘Sell your possessions 
and give generously to those in need.’ 
We live in a very different society: ‘The Commonwealth of Australia.’ ‘Common-
wealth’ indicates that the wealth of this nation, its people and resources, are meant to 
be directed to the common good. 
So, we respond to Our Lord’s command in ways very different to what was possible 
in his day. 
We have a compulsory taxation system which forces us to give up some of our 
possessions, some of our wealth to the common-wealth. Taxation and social justice 
policies help fulfil Our Lord’s command to create a society more humane than 
anything remotely possible under the Roman Empire. And that would please Our 
Lord. Why? 
In part because those in need are helped. But, perhaps in greater part, because it 
makes us larger hearted people. We have to arrive at the moment of death with a 
heart so capacious that it can include the billions of people we hope inhabit heavenly 
existence. 
We might pause for a moment to pray for our hearts to be expanded by our 
contribution to the common-wealth of all peoples throughout the world. 
© Fr Michael Tate  

          _____________________________________________________ 

 

ASSUMPTION 

 

As like Christmas day, the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary is a Holy Day of  Obligation. 

There will 3 masses:  
14 August, Wednesday 7.30pm Vigil 
15 August, Thursday 9.00 am  & 7.30 pm 

Devotions & Prayers 

Novena Masses with Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament & 
Benediction 
2nd Tue   7:30pm 
 Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
1st Fri   7:30pm 
 Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament & Benediction 
Fridays  after the 9am Mass 
Rosary & Novena prayer 
Tues 7:00pm except for 2nd Tues 
as this will be a novena mass 
Sacrament of the Sick 
1st Sat  9:00am Mass or upon 
 request 
Divine Office  
Sun    8:15am after 7.30am Mass 
Mon 7:30pm Christian Meditation 
Group in Parish Office Conference 
Room led by Frances Pegrem      
(0417 406715)  
Fri 6:30pm led by Christ 
Catholic Community Prayer Group 
in the Parish Office Conference 
Room 
St Vincent de Paul meet on the 
second and fourth Thursday in the 
Church kitchen at 7pm. All welcome. 

Mass Times 

Mon - Fri 9:00am  
also Wed 10:00am 
Holy Cross Primary school term only  
Sat  9:00am,  6:00pm (Vigil)     
Sun    7:30am, 9:00am,  
 10:30am, 6:00pm (Youth) 

http://john23rd.com/
https://www.facebook.com/john23rdparish/?ref=bookmarks
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Just as you struck our enemies, you made us glorious by calling us to you. 

That night had been foretold to our ancestors, so that, once 
they saw what kind of oaths they had put their trust in, they 
would joyfully take courage. This was the expectation of your 
people, the saving of the virtuous and the ruin of their 
enemies; for by the same act with which you took vengeance 
on our foes you made us glorious by calling us to you. The 
devout children of worthy men offered sacrifice in secret and 
this divine pact they struck with one accord: that the saints 
would share the same blessings and dangers alike; 

and forthwith they had begun to chant the hymns of the 
fathers. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

First Reading 

Wisdom 18:6-9  

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 32:1. 12. 18-20. 22  

R. Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own. 

Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; for praise is fitting 
for loyal hearts. They are happy, whose God is the Lord, the 
people he has chosen as his own. R. 

The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those who hope 
in his love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive 
in famine. R. 

Our soul is waiting for the Lord. The Lord is our help and our 
shield. May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our 
hope in you. R. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Matthew 24:42. 44  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Be watchful and ready: You know not when the Son of Man is 
coming. Alleluia! 

Gospel 

Luke 12:35-40  

See that you are prepared. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 'See that you are dressed for action 
and have your lamps lit. Be like men waiting for their master 
to return from the wedding feast, ready to open the door as 
soon as he comes and knocks. Happy those servants whom 
the master finds awake when he comes. I tell you solemnly, he 
will put on an apron, sit them down at table and wait on them. 
It may be in the second watch he comes, or in the third, but 
happy those servants if he finds them ready. You may be quite 
sure of this, that if the householder had known at what hour 
the burglar would come, he would not have let anyone break 
through the wall of his house. You too must stand ready, 
because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 
expect.' 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Entrance Antiphon 

Look to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your 
poor ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and 
forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Communion Antiphon 

O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, who gives you your fill of finest 
wheat. 

Second Reading 

Hebrews 11:1-2. 8-12 

We will look for the city designed and built by God. 

Only faith can guarantee the blessings that we hope for, or 
prove the existence of the realities that at present remain 
unseen. It was for faith that our ancestors were commended. 

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a 
country that was the inheritance given to him and his 
descendants, and that he set out without knowing where he 
was going. By faith he arrived, as a foreigner, in the Promised 
Land, and lived there as if in a strange country, with Isaac and 
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. They 
lived there in tents while he looked forward to a city founded, 
designed and built by God. 

It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of being past the age, 
was made able to conceive, because she believed that he who 
had made the promise would be faithful to it. Because of this, 
there came from one man, and one who was already as good 
as dead himself, more descendants than could be counted, as 
many as the stars of heaven or the grains of sand on the 
seashore. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Do you allow material 
wealth to possess you? 
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OFFICE 

160 Perfection Avenue,  
Stanhope Gardens, 2768  
(next to St Mark’s College Admin Office) 

MAILING 

PO Box 23, Stanhope Gardens, 
NSW 2768 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism by appointment  
Sun  12:00pm  
Reconciliation (First Rite) 
Sat 5:00 - 5:45pm  
And after any weekday masses 

CLERGY 

Parish Priest:   
Fr John McSweeney    

 FrJohn@john23rd.org.au  

Asst. Priest:    
Fr Thomas Bui    

 FrThomas@john23rd.org.au 
Deacon:  
Rodrigo Rupac   

 DeaconRudy@john23rd.org.au 

PARISH OFFICE 

Office Hours 
Tue - Fri  8.30 - 4.00pm   
Office Contacts 
(02) 9852 0580    
(0423 160 567 AH Emergency)  

STAFF 

Secretary 
Tanya Gatt 

 secretary@john23rd.org.au 
Finance: 
Renuka Soosaipillai 

 accounts@john23rd.org.au 
Sacramental Coordinator: 
Helen Zammit 

 admin@john23rd.org.au 
Business Manager:  
John McCartney (pro bono) 

 businessmanager@john23rd.org.au 

SUGGESTION BOX 

We welcome your comments 

and constructive suggestions. 

NEW TO OUR 

PARISH? 

Welcome to our parish 
community! 

Please take a welcome envelope 
pack from the front entrance. 
Also visit our website or like our 
Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/john23rdparish 

15 August: Feast of the Assumption 
Pilgrim Walk  

The Annual Pilgrim Walk from the Shrine of 
the Holy Innocents, Kellyville to St Patrick’s 
Cathedral, Parramatta will be held on the 
Feast of the Assumption Thursday 15 August. 
Bishop Vincent Long will celebrate Mass at 
12Noon before the pilgrimage begins. Anyone 
is welcome to begin walking from any point 
of the 14km walk. For more info, contact the 
parish office on  9629 2595. 

20 August: IFM Reflective Ministry 
Program 
The Institute for Mission’s Reflective Ministry 
Program – Component 2 starts on Tues 20 
Aug. This is a great opportunity to enrich and 
enthuse those involved in the ministries of the 
Catholic communities. Go to ifm.org.au for 
more information and registration, or contact 
the IFM team on 9296 6369. 

20 August: Natural Fertility Services 
Information Evening  
Are you looking for a healthy, natural and 
effective method to manage your 
fertility? Learn how to identify the best time 
to achieve or postpone pregnancy. You are 
warmly invited to this event on Tuesday 20 
August at the Diocesan Ministry Centre, 51-
59 Allawah St, Blacktown from 7pm. For 
more information and to register please 
contact Catherine on 8838 3460, 0400 427605 
or catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org 

30 August: 2019 Faith in Marriage Seminar  
American Catholic Deacon Harold Burke-
Sivers is the guest speaker at The Life, Family 
and Marriage Office’s 2019 Faith in Marriage 
Seminar on Friday 30 August at St Paul’s 
Catholic College Hall, Greystanes from 
7.30pm. Free entry and a light supper will be 
served afterwards. Donations are welcome. 
Please register your attendance to 8838 3460 
or lmf@parracatholic.org 

1 September: Bishop’s Annual Appeal for 
Retired and Sick Priests  
There will be a special collection for the 
Clergy Support Foundation of the Diocese – 
on Father’s Day. Your donation helps them 
cover healthcare costs and expenses 
assoc ia ted wi th  everyday  l iv ing, 
supplementing the pension that some 
receive. Please give generously this Father’s 
Day Appeal. Donations of $2 or more are tax 
deductible. Donations can be made 
here parracatholic.org/csf 

 

10 September: Adult Confirmation  
Adult Confirmation for 2019 will be held on 
Tuesday 10 September at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral, Parramatta from 7.30pm. A 
Catechesis Day for Adult Confirmation will 
be held of Saturday 31 August from 9.30am to 
2pm. Any adult over 16 years wanting to be 
confirmed please see your Parish Office for 
information or contact the Office for 
Worship on 8838 3456 or mary-
louise.walsh@parracatholic.org 

O t h e r  N o t i c e s  

17 August: Jesus Light of the World 
Communities Formation Day  
The Jesus Light of the World Communities is 
hosting a Formation Day on the theme ‘Here 
I Am (Isaiah 6:8)’ at St Joseph’s Parish Hall, 
Walz St, Rockdale on Saturday 17 August 
from 9am to 4pm. Morning and afternoon tea 
will be served. For enquiries, contact Helen 
on 0488 037631, Ida on 0424 267500 or email 
jlowcommunity@gmail.com 

17 – 18 August: Divine Retreat Centre 
Inner Healing Retreat  
The Divine Retreat Centre in Somersby, NSW 
is holding an inner healing retreat on 17 and 
18 August. Accommodation and food will be 
provided. For more information, please 
c o n t a c t  0 4 6 8  4 8 6 7 8 2 , 
email  drcsydney@gmail .com  or vis it 
www.divineretreatcentre.org.au 

17 August: Nature, Science and the Bible 
in Australia  
The Blackheath History Forum is presenting 
religious historian Dr Meredith Lake as she 
discusses the topic ‘Nature, Science and the 
Bible in Australia’ on Saturday August 17 at 
Blackheath Public School. Doors open at 
3.30pm with afternoon tea, talk starts at 4pm. 
$5 entry fee (free for those 18 and under). For 
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t 
r i c ha rd .wh i t e@sydn e y . e du . au  or v is i t 
https://blackheathhistoryforum.org.au 

18 August: Christian Meditation  
Christian Meditation Introduction and 
Renewal Day at St Benedict's Monastery, 
Arcadia. Presentations, Introduction to 
Meditation for newcomers and Meditation for 
on-going meditators. After the lunch break 
for BYO picnic lunch we will have Mass. This 
is a free event and accommodation may be 
available at the monastery guest house. For 
enquires please contact Ann Bergman on 
anniebergman@hotmail.com or Ann Lomas on 
atlomas@bigpond.com or 9653 2637. 

First Collection – for the diocese. This is used for 
the support of the Bishop and priests of the Diocese. 
  
Second Collection – for the parish. This is used to 
meet our parish running costs of the church and 
provide for ministry expenses. 

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM If you would 
like to be a part of the church’s plan giving program, 
which goes to the second collection, an SJ23rd form 
is available at the church foyer or contact the parish 
office. We would encourage instead of the envelope 
system to either direct debit or credit card deduction.  

P a y i n g  o u r  d e b t  t o g e t h e r  

D i o c e s a n  N e w s  

https://www.facebook.com/john23rdparish/?ref=settings
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P a r i s h  P a s t o r a l / M i n i s t r y  C o r n e r  

FAITH FORMATION 

 Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

“A family that prays together, stays together - Fr Patrick Peyton” 
We continue to ask for host families to pray the rosary at 
home and request our Blessed Mother’s intercessions. 
Pick up the statue and pass on to the next family after a 
week during the 7pm novena prayers at church. Join us 
in saying rosary and novena prayers and get to meet 
other families during that night.  

 7:00pm Tuesday nights - Rosary and novena prayers 
at church 

 7:00pm 2nd Tuesday each month - Rosary prayers, 
followed by mass celebration together with novena 
prayers, exposition and benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament  

If you want the opportunity of having the statue of Our 
Lady visit your home contact Bart Sarlabus 
ba r t . s a r l a bu s @gma i l . c o m  or  Me lva  Pa gu in to 
emcipi85@yahoo.com.au 
 

“Mary joins us, she fights at our side. She supports Christians in the 
fight against the forces of evil. Especially through prayer, through the 
Rosary. Hear me out, the Rosary. … Do you pray the Rosary each 
day?” Pope Francis 
Reminder to the families on the roster, please 
remember your roster. If unable to pick up please don’t 
hesitate to contact Bart or Melva. 

Rosary Statue Family Roster for Tuesday Nights 

Aug   
6 13 20 27  

Lozada E Festejo Mira Jacob  

Sep   
3 10 17 24  

Lozada J Tangunan Jacob Paguinto E  

Oct   
1 8 15 22 29 

Wicks Sebastian Richards Ramirez Jacob 

Nov   
5 12 19 26  

Javier C Javelosa Peiris Jacob  

3 10 17 24 31 
Dec  

Paguinto Drummond available available available 

CHILDRENS LITURGY  

 Children’s liturgy facilitators required 

We are fortunate in our parish to have children’s liturgy 
available to children who are school aged and not yet made 
the sacrament of First communion. 

However, we have only a few facilitators able to take these 
Sunday sessions. 

If you are able to assist in facilitating these 15-20mins 
sessions during the 10.30am mass, please contact Helen 
Zammit on 9852 0583. Thank you  

COMMUNITY BUILDING 

 CAKE ANGELS 8 September  

Join us for another day of sweet 
treats on Sunday, 8th September, 
during the  morning masses. 

Any contributions of goodies would 
be most welcome. Or if you’re 
interested to help out, drop 
Madeline Huang a line on huang64@gmailcom.   

PARISH COUNCIL  

Welcome our new Parish Council of St John XXlll 

 

Chairman   

Gary Lee 

Dep Chairman  

Bernadette Virwani 

Secretary   

Julienne Crasto 

Members 

Bing Catabas 

Chris Drummond 

Nanette Gamboa 

Margaret Harrison 

Collection process for collectors: 
First Collection will occur after the Homily and which will be brought to the altar during the offertory procession  
The Second Collection will occur after the offertory and will be brought forward during the Holy, Holy 

COELIACS Those who are gluten intolerant may receive communion with a gluten low host. Please inform the acolyte 
before Mass. 

Plenary Council 2020 

The National Centre for Pastoral Research has just 
published Listen to what the Spirit is saying, the final 
report of the Listening and Dialogue stage of the Plenary 
Council. The report captures the voices of the more than 
222,000 people who shared their submissions, questions 
and stories of faith during the 10-month process. Access 
the report at: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/resources/reports 
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Holy Cross Primary 
49 Meurants Lane, Glenwood      
Principal: Marina Hardy 

 (02) 8664 7100 

 holycross@parra.catholic.edu.au 
John XXIII and St Mark’s College 
160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens    
Principal: Dr Peter Webster  

 (02) 9852 0500 

 stmarks@parra.catholic.edu.au 
Catholic Early Learning Centre 
160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens 

 (02) 9852 0585 

 celcstanhope@parra.catholic.edu.au  
www.celcstanhope.catholic.edu.au 

OUR PARISH SCHOOLS 

Recently Deceased:  

Francesco Anastasio 

Deceased:  

Agnes Feliciano 

Anniversary:  

Jessie Nicol, Stuart Cook,    
Eleuferis Pineda, Sanjeev Desai 

Sick: Names published with permission. 

Benjamin Munson Jr, Jim Daley, 
Virginia Santos, Fr John, Pat Doyle, 
Anshu Mala Nand, Joel Ocampo, 
Deidre Thomson,  Hazel Masher,  
Praba Daniel, Kim Dung Phan, 
Gloria Buosi, Violeta Javate,  

Bernie Presto, Greg Marcellana, 
Kalayani, Florentina Elsisura 

Thanksgiving:   

Clara Pineda, Rohan Virwani 

S p e c i a l  i n t e n t i o n s  

For more events please go to parracatholic.org/events or https://catholicoutlook.org/ 

Church Funnies 

P I L G R I M A G E  

http://parracatholic.org/events/
https://catholicoutlook.org/
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“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” Philippians 4:13 

YOUTH CORNER 

BLAZE 
BLAZE Youth Group is a fun and exciting way 
for youths in Years 7 and up to learn about their 
faith and how to handle the struggles of being a 
teem. 
BLAZE runs during Friday nights, weeks 1,3,5,7 
and 9 of the school term. Session starts at 7:15 
till 9pm. 

CRL (Community of the Risen Lord) 

When: 3rd Sunday  
 Praise & Worship 
Time: 4.00pm to 5.30pm 

YFC (Youth for Christ) 

When: 3rd Sundays of the month 

  For all youth ministry enquiries, email us at youth@john23rd.com 

COLUMBARIUM NEWS 

THE PROJECT CONTINUES 

The project is not yet over. Please tell your family and 
friends about the columbarium. We have opened it up to 
parishioners from other parishes so there is an opportunity 
for them to have their ashes placed in church grounds, 
beside a church where family and friends may conveniently 
visit after mass. 

There are still opportunities to sponsor items for the garden 
eg plants and other landscaping costs. 

Please email your Expressions of Interest, sponsorship 
offers or any queries to businessmanager@john23rd.org.au 

MEMORIAL WALL 

MEMORIAL WALL 

The wall in front of the church is devoted to the memory 
of our deceased family and friends especially if they are 
overseas.  

Plaques cost $250.00 and usually take around six weeks to 
manufacture. If you would like a plaque installed please 
contact businessmanager@john23rd.org.au 

As members of the parish of SJXXIII our mission is to facilitate the understanding and growth of the faith of teens and 
young adults by means of music, games, discussion, prayer and reflection while exploring the catholic perspective on social 
issues.  

The Youth Ministry of SJXXIII currently consists of a range of youth groups representing the cultural diversities within our 
parish including; Blaze, CRL, and YFC. Our goal is to have a central hub for the young people of our parish. A place where 
the various youth groups can run their youth nights out of, and a place where a community of young people can continually 
grow. To achieve this goal, with the blessings of Fr John McSweeney and the parish council, we have begun raising funds to 
renovate the space below our church to create a youth hub.   

Please check out this link   https://www.gofundme.com/sj23-youth-space and help us to achieve this goal. 

Youth Ministry 

SJXXIII Youth is looking for 
volunteer youth facilitators 

who are can   commit to 
assisting with our BLAZE 
fortnightly   sessions. Any  
enquiries can be sent to 

youth@john23rd.com.au. 

mailto:businessmanager@john23rd.org.au
https://www.gofundme.com/sj23-youth-space
https://www.gofundme.com/sj23-youth-space
mailto:youth@john23rd.com.au
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P L N F Q I P I V W Q K Z K U E 

L Y D R M R N V A F L L C F W I 

Q S P E Z A V R T S A T A A P C 

A R T A Y R T J U B T I N I K Y 

I W W D R B U G P T B X G W M S 

U B A Y N N E B G Q E M N S M T 

W R S W L Q V D U R D R E I A H 

X V R K A F A Y D K M R M M S I 

J M H W G K B W N I V M J G T E 

I H A N C O E Y Z A W X V P E F 

B P S C T H G I N L E F K V R W 

Z M R B V W R T A E D O Z P T X 

M P N B J K S M G B D N R T G C 

M Y H K N X P X E H I O E O J V 

M A B A A S Z A H Y N D P C D N 

U G N I N R O M C G G E M O H U 

G U E T A N U T R O F W J W X M 

Be watchful and ready for the Lord’s return  

Kids’ Corner 

awake        fortunate        home       lamps       master       morning       night 
Ready       return       servants       thief       wedding  
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ST JOHN XXIII would like to thank these businesses for their contribution to our parish community  
St John XXIII Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. To advertise in this space, please contact the parish office  

A Tradition of Care & Concern 

Pre-paid funerals available 

340 Old Northern Rd. Castle Hill 
  9659 0900 

www.hillsfamilyfunerals.com.au 

CAKES by TATI 
Baking your ideas to life.  

We specialise in: Wedding 
Cakes, Birthday & Occasion 
Cakes, Cupcakes & Cookies, 
Macarons, Cake Pops and more… 

Tel: +61 415 566 978 

Email: cakesbytati@gmail.com  

FB: www.facebook.com/cakesbytati 

Web: www.cakesbytati.com.au 

ADVERTISE HERE 

 

ADVERTISE HERE 

 

ADVERTISE HERE 

 

ADVERTISE HERE 

 

Rivers Edge Turf supplies and installs 
quality turf. Kikuyu, Sapphire Soft Leaf 
buffalo, couch and Nara Native turf. 
Please call 02 4579 9009 
www.returf.com.au   

 

 

ADVERTISE HERE 

 

 

 

ADVERTISE HERE 

 

Are you looking for a family 
doctor? 

Quakers Hill Family 
Practice  

Long established accredited 
General Practice in Quakers Hill 

Multi Doctor practice with 
Christian values at core 

In –house Allied health and  
Dental clinic  

Books are now open for new 
patients 

 
Tel – 02 9626 6300  

www.qhfp.com.au 

ADVERTISE HERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sales & Property Management 

 

Joshi John 0410 066578 

Moverealty.com.au 

     OZ DRAFTER 
        

For your PLANS and DRAWING needs 

      Also offered: Assistance with - 

COUNCIL OR CERTIFIER APPROVAL 

(Granny Flat, Decks, Sheds, Pools, Renovations etc) 

 

0491 631 657 / ozdrafter@gmail.com 

mailto:cakesbytati@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/cakesbytati
http://www.cakesbytati.com.au

