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Twenty Seventh
Sunday in
Ordinary Time
7 October 2018
From the Pastor’s desk

One of the differences between human beings is that between male and female.
These distinctive ways of being human are surprisingly able to be integrated into a
unity. In today’s gospel, Our Lord is saying that when a man and a woman cleave to
each other in faithful commitment, that is ‘a Paradise moment’ as they are
incorporated into a new unity which paradoxically enhances the difference.
Same sex partners can, of course, bring many virtues and loving dimensions to their
relationship: enduring friendship, care in troubled times, joy. But they cannot
embody the celebration of difference in the way a heterosexual couple do in their
new unity. That latter deserves its own title: Marriage.
Marriage is not a creation of the Church, but the Church celebrates this ‘Paradisal’
unity by way of Sacrament. What happens when that unity is fractured? Our Lord
teaches: ‘... what God has united, man must not divide’. This was counter cultural in
the Jewish and Roman societies of his day, as it is in the Australia of today.
But we all know of instances where the sad trauma of this dividing has occurred. Is
the Church sufficiently a place where an injured party can find the healing presence
of God? Can we have pastoral practices which give the ‘medicine of immortality’ to a
wounded party within the communion of the Church?
We could pause a moment to pray for the Church to be a minister of grace to help
hold men and women together in the gender-enhancing unity of marriage, and to be
a minister of mercy when that unity is fractured.
1. Father Thomas will be on Diocese Retreat from 14th October to 19th October.
There will be no morning Masses and Novena Tuesday night they will be Liturgies of
the Word.
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THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Mon 8 9.00am - Mass
7:30pm - Christian Meditation Group
Tue 9 9.00am - Mass
7:30pm - Novena Mass with Benediction
Wed 10 9.00am - Mass
7:00pm - RCIA session
7:30pm - First Reconciliation Parent’s information night
Thu 11 St John XXIII
9.00am - Liturgy of the Word
Fri

12

Sat

13 7:00am - Working bee
9.00am - Mass

Sun 14 12pm - Baptism - Please pray for Elleodie, Claudia, Emelia, Kyro, Rylan

Mass Times
Mon - Fri 9:00am
also Wed
10:00am
Holy Cross Primary school term only
Sat 9:00am, 6:00pm (Vigil)
Sun 7:30am, 9:00am,
10:30am, 6:00pm (Youth)
Devotions & Prayers
Novena Masses
Tue
7:30pm
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
1st Fri 7:30pm
Sacred Heart of Jesus
Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament
Tue
after the 7:30pm novena mass
1st Fri 6:30pm followed by
7:15pm Benediction
Sat
8:00 - 9:00am (Vocations)
Sacrament of the Sick
1st Sat 9:00am Mass or upon request
Divine Office
Fri
After 9:00am Mass and
Benediction
Sun 8:15am
Praise & Worship
2nd Sat 7:30pm
led by CRL (Community of the Risen
Lord)
3rd Sat 7:30pm
led by SJ23rd Prayer Group
Fri evenings 6:30pm
led by Christ Catholic Community
Prayer Group at the Parish Office’s
kitchen

Our Parish
Mission
The parish of St John XXIII is a faith
community with the Eucharist as its
heart. Inspired by John XXIII’s
prophetic opening of the windows of the
Church, we welcome the fresh air of the
Holy Spirit, inviting every person to share
in the responsibility of enriching the life
and faith of our community by sharing
their gifts and talents.”

Entrance Antiphon

Gospel Acclamation
1 John 4:12

Within your will, O Lord, all things are established, and
there is none that can resist your will. For you have made
all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is held
within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all.

Alleluia, alleluia!
If we love one another, God will live in us in perfect love.
Alleluia!

First Reading
Genesis 2:18-24

Gospel
Mark 10:2-16

They were two in one flesh.

What God has joined together, no one must divide.

The Lord God said, 'It is not good that the man should be
alone. I will make him a helpmate.' So from the soil the
Lord God fashioned all the wild beasts and all the birds of
heaven. These he brought to the man to see what he
would call them; each one was to bear the name the man
would give it. The man gave names to all the cattle, all the
birds of heaven and all the wild beasts. But no helpmate
suitable for man was found for him. So the Lord God
made the man fall into a deep sleep. And while he slept,
he took one of his ribs and enclosed it in flesh. The Lord
God built the rib he had taken from the man into a
woman, and brought her to the man. The man exclaimed:
'This at last is bone from my bones and flesh from my
flesh! This is to be called woman, for this was taken
from man.'
This is why a man leaves his father and mother and joins
himself to his wife, and they become one body.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Some Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, 'Is it against
the law for a man to divorce his wife?' They were testing
him. He answered them, 'What did Moses command you?'
'Moses allowed us' they said 'to draw up a writ of dismissal
and so to divorce.' Then Jesus said to them, 'It was
because you were so unteachable that he wrote this
commandment for you. But from the beginning of
creation God made them male and female. This is why a
man must leave father and mother, and the two become
one body. They are no longer two, therefore, but one
body. So then, what God has united, man must not
divide.' Back in the house the disciples questioned him
again about this, and he said to them. 'The man who
divorces his wife and marries another is guilty of adultery
against her. And if a woman divorces her husband and
marries another she is guilty of adultery too.'
People were bringing little children to him, for him to
touch them. The disciples turned them away, but when
Jesus saw this he was indignant and said to them, 'Let the
little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to
such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. I tell you
solemnly, anyone who does not welcome the kingdom of
God like a little child will never enter it.' Then he put his
arms round them, laid his hands on them and gave them
his blessing.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 127

R. May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives.
O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his
ways! by the labour of your hands you shall eat. You will
be happy and prosper. R.
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the heart of your
house; your children like shoots of the olive, around your
table. R.
Indeed thus shall be blessed the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion in a happy Jerusalem
all the days of your life! May you see your children's
children. On Israel, peace! R.

Communion Antiphon

The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to the soul
that seeks him.

Second Reading
Hebrews 2:9-11
He who sanctifies, and those who are sanctified have one origin.

We see in Jesus one who was for a short while made lower
than the angels and is now crowned with glory and
splendour because he submitted to death; by God's grace
he had to experience death for all mankind.
As it was his purpose to bring a great many of his sons
into glory, it was appropriate that God, for whom
everything exists and through whom everything exists,
should make perfect, through suffering, the leader who
would take them to their salvation. For the one who
sanctifies, and the ones who are sanctified, are of the same
stock; that is why he openly calls them brothers.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE QUALITY OF OUR
MARRIAGE
Is a gift from us to God

OFFICE
160 Perfection Avenue,
Stanhope Gardens, 2768
(next to St Mark’s College Admin Office)
MAILING
PO Box 23, Stanhope Gardens,
NSW 2768
SACRAMENTS
Baptism by appointment
Sun 12:00pm
Reconciliation (First Rite)
Sat 5:00 - 5:45pm
And after any weekday masses
CLERGY
Parish Priest:
Fr John McSweeney
 FrJohn@john23rd.org.au
Asst. Priest:
Fr Thomas Bui
 FrThomas@john23rd.org.au
Deacon:
Rodrigo Rupac
 DeaconRudy@john23rd.org.au
PARISH OFFICE
Office Hours
Tue - Fri 8.30 - 4.00pm
Office Contacts
(02) 9852 0580
(0423 160 567 AH Emergency)
STAFF
Secretary
Tanya Gatt
 secretary@john23rd.org.au
Finance:
Renuka Soosaipillai
 accounts@john23rd.org.au
Sacramental Coordinator:
Jill Franco
 admin@john23rd.org.au
Business Manager:
John McCartney (pro bono)
 businessmanager@john23rd.org.au

NEW TO OUR
PARISH?
Welcome to our parish
community!
Please take a welcome envelope
pack from the front entrance.
Also visit our website or like our
Facebook page
www.facebook.com/john23rdparish

PARISH NEWS

Family Conference

COLUMBARIUM
A number of people have approached us
with ideas for sponsoring the items listed
on page 6 of the bulletin. You don’t
have to sponsor an item on your own –
a number of groups in the parish or
individuals are banding together to
sponsor one of the larger items such as
the altar or cross. Take another look at
the list on page 6 and see if your parish
group or family might like to jointly
contribute to something.
GARDENING WORKING BEE
Blacktown Council has delivered the
plants you kindly allocated to the parish
– now we need to plant them.
We have a working bee on Saturday 13
October and really need your help. Sign
up sheets will be at the church foyer.
Even if you don’t have a lot of time with
school sport etc, just a few hours would
be great. We will start early at 7.00am
before it gets too hot.
Your help would be greatly appreaciated.

11am - Sunday Mass
12pm - The Truth (Fr Larry Richards)
1pm - Lunch (available for purchase)
2pm - Split sessions:
Men's session - Be a Man (Fr Larry
Richards)
Women's session - Woman: Heart of the
Church (Tim Staples)
3pm - Afternoon Tea
3.30pm - Evangelisation: What Is It and
Why Do We Need It? (Tim Staples)
4.30pm - Prayer and Adoration
5pm - Finish

SUGGESTION BOX RESPONSES
Our suggestion box in the foyer gathers a number of comments and suggestions from parishioners. As most
are anonymous we aren’t able to respond directly, so in this new column we will endeavour to address many
of those contributions.

COELIACS Those who are gluten intolerant may receive communion with a
gluten low host. Please inform the acolyte before Mass.

Changes to our collection
First Collection will occur after the Homily and which will be brought to the altar
during the offertory procession. The Second Collection will occur after the
offertory and will be brought forward during the Holy, Holy.
Paying our debt together

SUGGESTION BOX
We welcome your comments
and constructive suggestions.

First Collection – for the diocese. This is
used for the support of the Bishop and priests
of the Diocese.
Second Collection – for the parish. This is
used to meet our parish running costs of the
church and provide for ministry expenses.

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM If you
would like to be a part of the church’s plan
giving program, which goes to the second
collection, an SJ23rd form is available at the
church foyer or contact the parish office. We
would encourage instead of the envelope
system to either direct debit or credit card
deduction.

FAITH FORMATION

Parish Pastoral Corner
Rosary Statue Family Roster for Tuesday Nights
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We continue to ask for host families to pray the
6
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Rosary at home and request our Blessed Mother’s Nov
Pangilinan R Cabug-os
Gan
intercessions. Tuesday nights beginning with
11
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Evening Prayer at 6.30pm, Rosary at 7.15pm, Mass Dec 4
Paguinto S Drummond
Richards
and Novena prayers at 7:30pm with sung
1
8
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Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed
Jan
Sacrament after the novena mass.
Shalini
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Thirimanne
If you want the opportunity of having the statue of
5
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Our Lady visit your home contact Bart Sarlabus Feb
Manoj
Sebastian
Blasonato
 Our Lady of Perpetual Help Statue

Oct

2

bart.sarlabus@gmail.com or Melva Paguinto (after
novena mass). Pick up the statue after the novena mass and
return a week after, before the start of the novena mass.
“A family that prays together, stays together - Fr Patrick Peyton”
 Christian Meditation Group

Christian Meditation Group held every Monday at 7.30 in
the Conference Room for further enquiries call Frances
Pegrem on 0417 406715.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
 Food Pantry

Vinnies Stanhope Gardens Conference is starting a
“Non-perishable Food Drive” to help feed the needy in
the community. When we get calls for assistance with
food, we help out with a bag of groceries and a food
voucher to buy fresh meat etc. At the moment, our
cupboard is looking bare for some items and we are
asking for help. We believe that if every family was to
contribute one item of non-perishable food a month
our cupboard would never go bare. At present, we need
long life milk, cereal, pasta sauce, tinned vegetables,
tinned meat and tinned fish. We will have a labelled
plastic bin in the church foyer for your donations. We will
advise you every month as to what food item is running
low. Thank you very much for all the help you have given
our Vinnies Conference so far. God bless you all.

Chairman
Bart Sarlabus
Dep Chairman
Chris Drummond
Secretary
Nanette Gamboa
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PASTORAL CARE
 First Reconciliation

Our First Reconciliation program will begin in October
with the Parents’ Information Evening on Wednesday 10
Oct, 7.30pm at the church. Enrolment forms will be
distributed then. We are inviting all Year 3 students to
apply. For more information, please email Jill via email
admin@john23rd.org.au
RCIA
"The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
sessions have started last week. Sessions are on
Wednesdays at 7.00pm during school term. If anybody is
interested in getting to know more about the catholic
faith, please feel free to join us.
For any queries, please email: rcia.sj23rd@gmail.com or call
Parish Office (Tues - Fri) on (02) 98520580
We request the Parish community to pray for the
enquirers and the RCIA team.

Members
Bernadette Virwani
Gary Lee
Julienne Crasto
Nidarshi Fernando

If you or any family member is homebound and would want to receive communion in your home please
contact the parish office.

Special intentions

Diocesan News

Adult Confirmation for 2018
Adult Confirmation for 2018 will be
Lourdes Walkowsky-Griffin,
held on Friday 12 October, 7.30pm at
Pepi Sucic
St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Any
adult over 16 years of age wanting to be
Deceased:
confirmed please see your Parish Office
Father Dave Hume
for information. Alternatively you can
contact The Office for Worship on 02
Anniversary:
8 8 38 3 45 6 o r in gr id .v e r ga n o@
Juliet Festejo, Joseph Cassar,
Nicanor Reynolds, Roland Fernandes, parracatholic.org
Save the Date – Seminar for Couples
Theresa Michael
Hoping to Conceive
Sick:
Date: 11 November 2018. Waiting for
Gabriel is an information afternoon.
Jaxon Touneur, Ceasar de Jesus,
You’ll hear testimonies & learn about
David Lanza, Angie De Lara,
natural options which assist fertility.
Genevieve Goco, Leticia Carpio,
For more information contact Natural
Stella Cristobal, Margaret Iringan,
Fertility Serv, Diocese of Parramatta
Jaroslava Knotek Roland Sampy,
catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org
Ronelle, Giuseppe David LoRusso,
0400 427 605
Sonia Sampaio, John Wormald,
Lawn and Garden Services: Help
Jesse Perrone, Edmond Rizon,
Fe Suderio, Ariel Ignacio, Lolita Diaz, CatholicCare to Help Disabled
Workers
Liezl Sultana, Sonia Mikac,
CatholicCare Western Sydney and the
Madz Aguas,
Blue Mountains (CatholicCare) is the
diocesan social services organisation.
Thanksgiving:
Our Mamre Garden Services employed
Ana Marie Cobarrubias, Nicanor
disabled people in a lawn and garden
Reynolds, Roland Fernandes
service lawns for both residential and
commercial clients. The team of
workers is supervised by our Garden
Crew Supervisor. Each job is quoted
Church Funnies
separately and you will not be
disappointed with the quality of the
work. If you’re interested in having
your lawns and/or gardens serviced by
CatholicCare or would like more
information, please contact 02 8843
2500 or visit our website www.ccss.org.au
Liturgy Conference 2018
Date: 10 November 2018. Keynote
Speaker: Fr Peter Williams Vicar
General from the Diocese of
Parramatta. Tickets are now on sale.
For tickets & a full list of workshops go
to parracatholic.org/liturgyconference2018
Cost $30 - includes lunch.
13 October - Little Mother Eileen
OUR PARISH SCHOOLS
O’Connor
Holy Cross Primary
St Patrick's Cathedral Parish would like
49 Meurants Lane, Glenwood
to invite all women to join an evening
Principal: Marina Hardy
retreat focused on the spirituality and
 (02) 8664 7100
the life of Little Mother Eileen with
 holycross@parra.catholic.edu.au
renowned author and researcher of
John XXIII and St Mark’s College
Eileen's life, Jocelyn Hedley. This is a
160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens
free event and Jocelyn's books will be
Principal: Dr Peter Webster
available for purchase for $15 on the
 (02) 9852 0500
night. Please send RSVPS or any dietary
 stmarks@parra.catholic.edu.au
requirements or questions
Catholic Early Learning Centre
to events@stpatscathedral.com. Saturday
160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens
October 13 from 7:00pm until 9.30pm
 (02) 9852 0585
at St Patrick’s Cathedral Function
 celcstanhope@parra.catholic.edu.au
Room, 1 Marist Place, Parramatta.

Recently Deceased:

www.celcstanhope.catholic.edu.au

Other News
Positions Vacant
Aid to the Church in Need is hiring!
Are you a confident public speaker? Are
you looking for flexible ongoing part
time work? Will you share the stories of
suffering Christians? Aid to the Church
in Need is recruiting for a number of
Diocesan Outreach Assistants who will
deliver monthly presentations in
parishes across Sydney. For all details
visit www.catholicjobsonline.com.au.
Grief to Grace – Healing the
Wounds of Abuse
This is a spiritual retreat for anyone
who has suffered degradation or
violation through physical, emotional,
sexual or spiritual abuse. The retreat
will be held May 26–31 2019. To
request an application contact Anne by
emailing info@grieftograceaus.org.au or
phone 0478599241. For more
information visit www.grieftograce.org
Interfaith Pilgrimage
Visit a synagogue and mosque to get to
know Jews and Muslims better,
facilitated by the Columban Centre for
Christian-Muslim Relations: Thursday
11 October, 2pm Great Synagogue;
Friday 12 October, 11.30am Auburn
Gallipoli Mosque, including Friday
Prayer; 4.30 pm, tour of Emanuel
Synagogue, Woollahra, including
Shabbat Service. Expression of interest
info.cccmr@columban.org.au or phone 9672
3616 by 5 October.
19–21 October - National Catholic
Men’s Conference
The menAlive and the Young Men of
God Movement are uniting in 2018 to
host the inaugural National Catholic
Men’s Conference. It will be a life
changing weekend where men from all
over the country will gather to share an
encounter with Christ. It will be a
weekend of prayer, worship, sports, and
formation led by a powerful lineup of
speakers including Robert Falzon, Ben
Galea, Fr Ken Barker, Jonathan and
Karen Doyle and many more. 19-21
October 2018 at Stanwell Tops. Details
at ymgmovement.org, or call or text Nathan
on 0422 546517

ST JOHN XXIII
GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE AND
COLUMBARIUM
Preliminary work on the Garden of Remembrance and columbarium
has commenced. We will be at all masses this weekend to receive
payments from those who have reserved niches.
We are also asking anyone who has not taken up their free plant
allocation from Blacktown Council to sign the form at the doors of
the church. This will enable us to take up your allocation.
HOW YOU CAN HELP
A. Sponsorship and promotional opportunities
There are a number of opportunities for parishioners and suppliers to contribute to the construction of our
columbarium, either by way of monetary donations or provision of materials or labour.
Here are a few ideas – the smallest contribution will be gratefully received
Acknowledgement incentive

1

Sandstone altar

$ 4 000

2

Cross

$ 3 000

3

Wooden bench (6)

$

4

Lighting & CCTV

$ 3 000

5

Plaque – St John XXIII

$

500

6

Plaque – St Mary MacKillop

$

500

7

Water feature

$

900

8

Paving

$ 5 000

9

Turf

$ 5 000

10

Landscaping

$ 5 000

11

Lighting & CCTV

$ 3 000

300 each

Items 1 – 3
If you wish, a plaque acknowledging your contribution is
included + if you wish, full colour acknowledgment in the
parish bulletin for three weeks
Items 4 – 11
If you wish, full colour acknowledgment/ad in the parish
bulletin for three weeks

B. Give of your time at a working bee
There will be a number of working bees, not just for the Garden of Remembrance, but the church gardens generally, for
example planting a hedge and other shrubs and plants
C. Gardening or Housekeeping
Offer your time to look after a small garden area or to take care of the Garden of Remembrance eg general tidying up
Contact: John McCartney - businessmanager@john23rd.org.au or 0414 909 178

YOUTH CORNER
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” Philippians 4:13

BLAZE
BLAZE Youth Group is a fun and
exciting way for youths in Years 7 and
up to learn about their faith and how to
handle the struggles of being a teem.
BLAZE runs during Friday nights,
weeks 1,3,5,7 and 9 of the school term.
Session starts at 7:15 till 9pm.
Next Session: tba

CRL (Community of the Risen Lord)
When: 2nd & 4th Saturdays
Praise & Worship
Time: after 6:00pm vigil mass
YFC (Youth for Christ)
When: 3rd Sundays of the month

Youth Ministry
SJXXIII Youth is looking for
volunteer youth facilitators
who are can commit to
assisting with our BLAZE
fortnightly sessions. Any
enquiries can be sent to
youth@john23rd.com.au.

 For all youth ministry enquiries, email us at youth@john23rd.com

Kids’ Corner
How many words can you make from the letters in

Blessed are the children

B

K

C

K

L

E

S

I

M

O

R

P

S

H

F

Z

R

U

N

J

S

R

A

J

E

Q

X

T

M

A

D

W

X

C

N

O

C

K

M

H

W

F

Y

U

J

N

H

X

N

O

W

X

Z

O

V

P

R

T

G

O

W

G

U

K

C

E

A

R

V

S

V

X

O

G

A

E

D

R

A

I

H

A

K

E

H

J

N

Q

D

G

S

O

W

Y

C

Q

S

X

R

M

B

M

O

I

N

X

I

R

O

W

O

E

P

I

K

B

S

Z

W

K

U

R

Y

X

S

E

N

A

I

Y

E

O

U

W

O

Y

K

Y

U

F

K

I

C

M

V

Q

G

T

O

P

N

Q

W

L

I

G

Y

W

S

M

I

Z

F

H

B

J

P

A

O

R

I

H

R

O

B

F

K

G

P

E

I

Y

K

X

L

J

Z

T

Y

K

Y

W

O

X

I

R

L

B

L

E

S

S

E

D

T

F

M

V

V

N

D

I

N

V

E

Y

X

C

G

S

B

L

R

R

S

U

R

N

H

S

G

Q

S

P

W

W

U

R

E

Y

Y

M

C

G

C

H

I

L

D

R

E

N

N

S

R

G

O

R

G

J

W

W

R

B

Q

A

O

K

U

Y

V

J

P

V

Y

B

M

N

A

W

J

T

G

Q

M

S

D

V

U

Angry

arms
hands

blessed
bothering
children
disciples
Jesus
kingdom
little
people
promise

ST JOHN XXIII would like to thank these businesses for their contribution to our parish community
St John XXIII Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. To advertise in this space, please contact the parish office

A Tradition of Care & Concern
Pre-paid funerals available
340 Old Northern Rd. Castle Hill
 9659 0900
www.hillsfamilyfunerals.com.au
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ZAC SAFE DRIVING SCHOOL

AD SPACE

Let me help your kids be safe drivers

DOMINIC

0412 945264

CREED PTY LTD
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AD SPACE

For All Your Painting Needs!
www.creedpl.com
creedpl@bigpond.com
PO BOX 6450, Rouse Hill, NSW, 2155
email: info@creedpl.com
mob: 0400 663601
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STANHOPE GARDENS
0415 700 887
GLENWOOD
0411 029 597
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CAKES by TATI
Baking your ideas to life.
We specialise in: Wedding
Cakes, Birthday & Occasion
Cakes, Cupcakes & Cookies,
Macarons, Cake Pops and more…
Tel: +61 415 566 978
Email: cakesbytati@gmail.com
FB: www.facebook.com/cakesbytati
Web: www.cakesbytati.com.au

