Cnr Perfection Ave and Bentwood Tce, Stanhope Gardens
http://john23rd.com/
https://www.facebook.com/john23rdparish/

Twenty First
Sunday in
Ordinary Time
26 August 2018
From the Pastor’s desk

Today’s Liturgy of the Word encourages all of us to reflect on our relationship with
Father. It invites us to choose to be faithful and faith-filled followers of Jesus Christ.
The Word of God expects us to renew our Covenant Commitment with God:
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
It would be very beneficial if this process of
 reflection on our relationship with Father,
 our choice FOR the Lord and his Gospel,
 and the renewal of our Baptismal Covenant with our Trinitarian God became a
regular part of our daily prayer.
Today during this Eucharistic Celebration,
 let’s imitate the People of Israel at Shechem,
 let’s act in a way similar to the Apostles at Capernaum,
 let’s make a change from a sometimes lukewarm and apathetic faith commitment
to one that is on fire with Love for God and God’s People.
Let’s say with St. Peter:
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life”.
1. Please pray for the repose of the soul of Sam Cauchi (12 years old) who will be
buried from our Church on Wednesday at 11am. Let’s keep his parents, brother
and family in our prayers as well.
2. RCIA Enquiry night is this coming Thursday in the Parish Conference Room at
7.30pm.
3. The PPC Meeting will be held in the Presbytery at 7.30pm as the St Vincent de
Paul will be meeting in the Church Kitchen at the same time.
4. First Saturday Mass at 9am will include the Anointing of the Sick, followed by
Adoration and Benediction.
God Bless you all.
Fr John
AUG

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Mon 27 9.00am - Mass
7:30pm - Christian Meditation Group
Tue 28 9.00am - Mass
7:30pm - Novena Mass with Benediction
Wed 29 9.00am - Mass
11.00am - Funeral Mass Sam Cauchi
7:30pm - Bible study - Luke’s Gospel
Thu 30 9.00am - Mass
7:30pm - RCIA enquiry night
- Parish Pastoral Council meeting
Fri

31

Sat

1 9.00am - Mass
6:00pm - Bishop's Collection for Retired and Sick Clergy during mass

Sun

2 Bishop's Collection for Retired and Sick Clergy on all masses
12pm - Baptism - Please pray for Rosalie and Amy

Mass Times
Mon - Fri 9:00am
also Wed
10:00am
Holy Cross Primary school term only
Sat 9:00am, 6:00pm (Vigil)
Sun 7:30am, 9:00am,
10:30am, 6:00pm (Youth)
Devotions & Prayers
Novena Masses
Tue
7:30pm
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
1st Fri 7:30pm
Sacred Heart of Jesus
Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament
Tue
after the 7:30pm novena
mass
1st Fri 6:30pm followed by
7:15pm Benediction
Sat
8:00 - 9:00am (Vocations)
Sacrament of the Sick
1st Sat 9:00am Mass or upon
request
Divine Office
Fri
After 9:00am Mass and
Benediction
Sun 8:15am
Praise & Worship
2nd Sat 7:30pm
led by CRL (Community of the Risen
Lord)
3rd Sat 7:30pm
led by SJ23rd Prayer Group
Fri evenings 6:30pm
led by Christ Catholic Community
Prayer Group at the Parish Office’s
kitchen

Our Parish
Mission
The parish of St John XXIII is a faith
community with the Eucharist as its
heart. Inspired by John XXIII’s
prophetic opening of the windows of the
Church, we welcome the fresh air of the
Holy Spirit, inviting every person to
share in the responsibility of enriching the
life and faith of our community by
sharing their gifts and talents.”

Entrance Antiphon

Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; save the servant
who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord,
for I cry to you all the day long.
First Reading
Joshua 24:1-2.15-18
We will serve the Lord God, because he is our God.

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel together at
Shechem; then he called the elders, leaders, judges and
scribes of Israel, and they presented themselves before
God. Then Joshua said to all the people: 'If you will not
serve the Lord, choose today whom you wish to serve,
whether the gods that your ancestors served beyond the
River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are
now living. As for me and my House, we will serve the
Lord.'
The people answered, 'We have no intention of deserting
the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors out
of the land of Egypt, the house of slavery, who worked
those great wonders before our eyes and preserved us all
along the way we travelled and among all the peoples
through whom we journeyed. We too will serve the Lord,
for he is our God.'
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm
Ps 33:2-3. 16-23

R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
I will bless the Lord at all times, his praise always on my
lips; in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. The humble
shall hear and be glad. R.
The Lord turns his face against the wicked to destroy their
remembrance from the earth. The Lord turns his eyes to
the just and his ears to their appeal. R.
They call and the Lord hears and rescues them in all their
distress. The Lord is close to the broken-hearted; those
whose spirit is crushed he will save. R.
Many are the trials of the just man but from them all the
Lord will rescue him. He will keep guard over all his
bones, not one of his bones shall be broken. R.
Evil brings death to the wicked; those who hate the good
are doomed. The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants.
Those who hide in him shall not be condemned. R.

THE ONE AND ONLY

Second Reading
Ephesians 5:21-32
This is the great mystery, it applies to Christ and the Church.

Give way to one another in obedience to Christ. Wives
should regard their husbands as they regard the Lord,
since as Christ is head of the Church and saves the whole
body, so is a husband the head of his wife; and as the
Church submits to Christ, so should wives submit to their
husbands, in everything. Husbands should love their
wives just as Christ loved the Church and sacrificed
himself for her to make her holy. He made her clean by
washing her in water with a form of words, so that when
he took her to himself she would be glorious, with no
speck or wrinkle or anything like that, but holy and
faultless. In the same way, husbands must love their wives
as they love their own bodies; for a man to love his wife is
for him to love himself. A man never hates his own body,
but he feeds it and looks after it; and that is the way Christ
treats the Church, because it is his body - and we are its
living parts. For this reason, a man must leave his father
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will
become one body. This mystery has many implications;
but I am saying it applies to Christ and the Church.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
cf John 6:63. 68

Alleluia, alleluia! Your words, Lord, are spirit and life: you
have the words of everlasting life. Alleluia!
Gospel
John 6:60-69
Lord, whom shall we go to? You have the words of everlasting life.

After hearing his doctrine many of the followers of Jesus
said, 'This is intolerable language. How could anyone
accept it?' Jesus was aware that his followers were
complaining about it and said, 'Does this upset you? What
if you should see the Son of Man ascend to where he was
before?
'It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh has nothing to
offer. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and
they are life.
'But there are some of you who do not believe.' For Jesus
knew from the outset those who did not believe, and who
it was that would betray him. He went on, 'This is why I
told you that no one could come to me unless the Father
allows him.' After this, many of his disciples left him and
stopped going with him.
Then Jesus said to the Twelve, 'What about you, do you
want to go away too?' Simon Peter answered, 'Lord, who
shall we go to? You have the message of eternal life, and
we believe; we know that you are the Holy One of God.'
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Communion Antiphon

The earth is replete with the fruits of your work, O Lord;
you bring forth bread from the earth and wine to cheer
the heart.

OFFICE
160 Perfection Avenue,
Stanhope Gardens, 2768
(next to St Mark’s College Admin Office)
MAILING
PO Box 23, Stanhope Gardens,
NSW 2768
SACRAMENTS
Baptism by appointment
Sun 12:00pm
Reconciliation (First Rite)
Sat 5:00 - 5:45pm
And after any weekday masses
CLERGY
Parish Priest:
Fr John McSweeney
 FrJohn@john23rd.org.au
Asst. Priest:
Fr Thomas Bui
 FrThomas@john23rd.org.au
Deacon:
Rodrigo Rupac
 DeaconRudy@john23rd.org.au
PARISH OFFICE
Office Hours
Tue - Fri 8.30 - 4.00pm
Office Contacts
(02)9852 0580
(0403 766468 AH Emergency)
STAFF
Secretary
Tanya Gatt
 secretary@john23rd.org.au
Finance:
Renuka Soosaipillai
 accounts@john23rd.org.au
Sacramental Coordinator:
Jill Franco
 admin@john23rd.org.au
Business Manager:
John McCartney (pro bono)
 businessmanager@john23rd.org.au
NEW TO OUR
PARISH?
Welcome to our parish
community!
Please take a welcome envelope
pack from the front entrance.
Also check out our website and
Facebook page
www.facebook.com/john23rdparish

PARISH NEWS

COLUMBARIUM UPDATE
Preliminary work on the Garden of
Remembrance and columbarium has
commenced. We will be at all masses this
weekend to receive payments from those
who have reserved niches.
We are also asking anyone who has not
taken up their free plant allocation from
Blacktown Council to sign the form at
the doors of the church. This will enable
us to take up your allocation.
See also Page 6 for the many
opportunities to contribute to the
Garden of Remembrance and our parish
generally.

Plenary Council 2020
Pope Francis has approved the Australian
Bishops’ decision to hold a Plenary
Council in Australia in 2020 and 2021. It
is a significant moment for the Church in
Australia to make decisions about the
future. To prepare the agenda for the
Plenary Council, all of God’s people are
invited to reflect on the question: “What
do you think God is asking of us in
Australia at this time?” Find out more
about the Plenary Council 2020 at the
new website, now online:
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

DISABLED PARKING
We have designated two additional
disabled parking bays in the small top
carpark. They have been designated
specifically for Saturday and Sunday so
general parking is still permissible during
the week. Please be considerate when
parking on the weekends.
WE GIVE THANKS TO…..
Colin for the new disabled parking signs
and volunteers who painted the bays.
Anh and his team for the wooden
security screen at the side entrance and
the excavation for the Garden of
Remembrance hedge.
SUGGESTION BOX RESPONSES
Our suggestion box in the foyer gathers a number of comments and suggestions from parishioners. As most
are anonymous we aren’t able to respond directly, so in this new column we will endeavour to address many
of those contributions.
Q. I have a query about genuflecting/bowing in the church. I personally show respect
to the tabernacle which contains the consecrated hosts. In our church the tabernacle is
in a chapel which happens to be partly visible from most of the body of the church
proper, except where it is blocked by the ambo. Is there any chance that the tabernacle
could be a bit higher? Is my thinking correct?
A. Once mass begins our focus is no longer the tabernacle but the altar. Except for the
minister who gets the Blessed Sacrament from the tabernacle for Communion and
returns it, everyone else bows to the altar (not the tabernacle). Thus, the chapel of
reservation is meant to be a place of prayer, separate from the church and it would thus
be liturgically incorrect to raise the tabernacle.

Changes to our collection
First Collection will occur after the Homily and which will be brought to the
altar during the offertory procession. The Second Collection will occur after the
offertory and will be brought forward during the Holy, Holy.
Paying our debt together

SUGGESTION BOX
We welcome your comments
and constructive suggestions.

The First Collection – for the diocese. This
is used for the support of the Bishop and
priests of the Diocese.
The Second Collection – for the parish.
This is used to meet our parish running costs
of the church and provide for ministry
expenses.

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM
If you would like to be a part of the church’s
plan giving program, which goes to the
second collection, an SJ23rd form is available
at the church foyer or contact the parish
office.
We would encourage instead of the envelope
system to either direct debit or credit card
deduction.

FAITH FORMATION

Parish Pastoral Corner
Rosary Statue Family Roster for Tuesday Nights
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1
8
15
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available
 Our Lady of Perpetual Help Statue
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novena mass and return a week after, before the
start of the novena mass.
“A family that prays together, stays together - Fr Patrick Peyton”
 Bible Study Group with Very Rev. Fr. John
McSweeney
Join our new Bible Study Group with Fr. John
McSweeney who will continue his series on Luke’s
Gospel and delve into the Acts of the Apostles.
When: Every Wednesday evening in August (except 15
Aug) commencing on 01 August from 7:30p.m. to
9:00p.m.
Where: Either St. John XXIII Parish Church or St.
Mark’s Staff Room (to be finalised next week)
Light refreshments will be served. Sign up sheets are
available at the church foyer
 Christian Meditation Group
Christian Meditation Group held every Monday at 7.30 in
the Conference Room for further enquiries call Frances
Pegrem on 0417 406715.
 Marriage Enrichment Retreat
 Serving God Through Marriage
 Christian Couple as Pastoral Team
 Role of Christian Husband & Wife
 Effective Communication
 Healing Our Marriage
 Building Our Home for God
When: Saturday 15 Sep, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm & Sunday 16
Sep, 9:00 am to 1:30pm (including holy mass)
Where: St. Mark’s Staff Room
Registration: $40 per couple to cover 2 lunches and 3
snacks
Note: We can mind your children (ages 5-12 only) if you
have no available friends/relatives to look after them
during this event. Cost is $15 per
child to cover food and drinks.
Please RSVP by Friday 7 Sep 2018
For further information, please
contact 0402836075 (Donna) or
0403713374 (Phoebe)
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RCIA
 RCIA Enquiry Night
If you or someone you know, would like to learn more
about the Catholic faith, please come to the RCIA
enquiry night on Thursday, 30th August at 7.30pm at
St. John 23rd Parish Office (entry via gate to St Mark's
College). It is an opportunity to introduce the RCIA
program in our Parish and answer your questions.
For any queries, please email: rcia.sj23rd@gmail.com or call
Parish Office (Tues - Fri) on (02) 98520580
 ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Vinnies, Stanhope Gardens Conference is starting a
“Non-perishable Food Drive” to help feed the needy
in the community. When we get calls for assistance with
food, we help out with a bag of groceries and a food
voucher to by fresh meat and vegetables. At the moment,
our cupboard is looking bare for some items and we are
asking for help. We believe that if every family was to
contribute one item on non-perishable food a month
our cupboard would never go bare. At present, we need
long life milk, cereal, pasta sauce, tinned vegetables,
tinned meat and tinned fish. We will have a plastic bin
in the church foyer for your donations. We will advise
you every month as to what food item is running low.
Thank you very much for all the help you have given our
Vinnies Conference so far. God bless you all.

Chairman
Bart Sarlabus
Dep Chairman
Chris Drummond
Secretary
Nanette Gamboa

Members
Bernadette Virwani
Gary Lee
Julienne Crasto
Nidarshi Fernando

If you or any family member is homebound and would want to receive communion in your home please
contact the parish office.

Special intentions

Recently Deceased:
Sam Cauchi, Manuel Lino N Pore,
Sanjeev Desai
Deceased:
Mariano Fernino
Anniversary:
Denis Sullivan, Prescila Rizon,
Charles Briffa, Winsil Peires
Sick:
Jaxon Touneur, David Lanza,
Leticia Carpio, Stella Cristobal,
Fe Suderio, Genevieve Goco,
Roland Sampy, Margaret Iringan,
Ronelle, Giuseppe David LoRusso,
Sonia Sampaio, Ceasar de Jesus,
John Wormald, Angie De Lara,
Jesse Perrone, Sonia Mikac,
Edmond Rizon, Ariel Ignacio,
Lolita Diaz, Liezl Sultana
Thanksgiving:
Alexander Omer Alvarez,
Sebastian Family, Colleen McCunnie

PONDERISM

"By entering the church it may be
possible that you hear "the call of
God". However, it is less probable
that He will call you on your mobile.
Thank you for turning off your
phones. If you want to talk to God,
enter, choose a quiet place and talk to
him. If you want to see
him, send him a text while
driving."
OUR PARISH SCHOOLS
Holy Cross Primary
49 Meurants Lane, Glenwood
Principal: Marina Hardy
 (02) 8664 7100
 holycross@parra.catholic.edu.au
John XXIII and St Mark’s College
160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens
Principal: Dr Peter Webster
 (02) 9852 0500
 stmarks@parra.catholic.edu.au
Catholic Early Learning Centre
160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens
 (02) 9852 0585
 celcstanhope@parra.catholic.edu.au
www.celcstanhope.catholic.edu.au

Diocesan News

BISHOP’S COLLECTION FOR
RETIRED AND SICK CLERGY
The Clergy Support Foundation of
the Diocese of Parramatta assists in
meeting the needs of the retired and
sick priests of the Diocese, and an
annual appeal, The Bishop’s Collection for
Retired and Sick Clergy, is held on
Father’s Day each year to support the
Foundation. It is hoped to raise
$200,000 each year through this
appeal.
Last year, through your generosity we
reached the target with donations
totalling $205,000 and the Foundation
thanks you for this contribution. This
year the appeal in the Diocese will be
held on the weekend of September
1-2.
A third collection will be held on this
weekend at each Mass. Special
envelopes will be available and all
donations over $2 are tax deductible.
If you wish to claim a tax deduction,
please tick the box and write your
details clearly on the envelope. Appeal
envelopes are available this week for
those who will not be here on the
Father’s Day weekend.
If you wish you can make online
contributions at csfparra.org.au using
your credit card or direct transfer via
eft to BSB 067 950 and Account No
001691 in the name of the CSF with
reference your name, and send e-mail
to csf@parracatholic.org with your
details so receipts can be sent, which
we usually do in January.

ACYMC 2018
Early-bird registration for the
Australian Catholic Youth Ministry
Convention hosted by the Diocese of
Parramatta on behalf of the Australian
Catholic Bishops is now open
at www.acymc.org.au. The event will
host up to 500 adult delegates who are
engaged in ministry with young
people in parishes, schools, agencies
and ministries of the Catholic Church.
Rooty Hill RSL, September 21-23.
Contact James Camden, Director,
Catholic Youth Parramatta for more
information (02) 8838 3428 or
james.camden@parracatholic.org

Other News
St Vincent de Paul DROUGHT
APPEAL
Help support struggling rural
communities facing tough drought
conditions. Help individuals and
communities across NSW in three
ways:
 Provide immediate relief
through food assistance and other
household bill payments
 Fund the delivery of water and
animal feed by partner
organisations
 Organise social events for rural
communities to come together and
find support
Donations can be made by calling
131812, www.vinnies.org.au/drought or at
any local Vinnies Shop.
Vinnies Western Sydney Sleepout
This August Vinnies will bring
business and community
representatives together with the local
c o m mu n it y t o h e l p p r e v e nt
homelessness. You can help too!
Registrations are now open for
Catholic parishes across Western
Sydney and the Blue Mountains to
help made a significant impact to the
lives of people in need. You are
invited to join the inaugural Vinnies
Western Sydney Community Sleepout
on 30 August to raise vital funds to
help prevent homelessness in Western
Sydney. We’re asking each participant
to have a target goal of $500. Your
Vinnies Conference members may
have already raised this event with
you. From 6pm on 30 August until
8am Friday 31 August 2018 at
Western Sydney University,
Parramatta South Campus. Details
atwww.vinnies.org.au
28 August - Dad’s Support Group
D.A.D.S MyTime Group is a group
aiming to connect fathers and other
male carers of children with a
disability, developmental delay, ASD
or a chronic illness to a support
network of other fathers, helping the
whole family. This is a free,
government funded service. 7pm –
9pm at St Margaret Mary’s Parish
Centre, 5 Chetwynd Rd, Merrylands.
Call 0438 878 355 for more
information or visit
playgroupnsw.org.au or mytime.net.au. Tea
& Coffee provided.

ST JOHN XXIII
GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE AND
COLUMBARIUM
HOW YOU CAN HELP
A. Sponsorship and promotional opportunities
There are a number of opportunities for parishioners and suppliers
to contribute to the construction of our columbarium, either by way
of monetary donations or provision of materials or labour.
Here are a few ideas – the smallest contribution will be gratefully received
Acknowledgement incentive
Items 1 – 3

1

Sandstone altar

$ 4 000

2

Cross

$ 3 000

3

Wooden bench (6)

$

4

Lighting & CCTV

$ 3 000

Items 4 – 11

5

Plaque – St John XXIII

$

500

If you wish, full colour acknowledgment/ad in the
parish bulletin for three weeks

6

Plaque – St Mary MacKillop

$

500

7

Water feature

$

900

8

Paving

$ 5 000

9

Turf

$ 5 000

10

Landscaping

$ 5 000

11

Lighting & CCTV

$ 3 000

300 each

If you wish, a plaque acknowledging your
contribution is included + if you wish, full colour
acknowledgment in the parish bulletin for three
weeks

B. Give of your time at a working bee
There will be a number of working bees, not just for the Garden of Remembrance, but the church gardens generally, for
example planting a hedge and other shrubs and plants
C. Gardening or Housekeeping
Offer your time to look after a small garden area or to take care of the Garden of Remembrance eg general tidying up
Contact: John McCartney - businessmanager@john23rd.org.au or 0414 909 178

YOUTH CORNER
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” Philippians 4:13

BLAZE
BLAZE Youth Group is a fun and
exciting way for youths in Years 7 and
up to learn about their faith and how to
handle the struggles of being a teem.
BLAZE runs during Friday nights,
weeks 1,3,5,7 and 9 of the school term.
Session starts at 7:15 till 9pm.
Next Session: tba

CRL (Community of the Risen Lord)
When: 2nd & 4th Saturdays
Praise & Worship
Time: after 6:00pm vigil mass
YFC (Youth for Christ)
When: 3rd Sundays of the month

Youth Ministry
SJXXIII Youth is looking for
volunteer youth facilitators
who are can commit to
assisting with our BLAZE
fortnightly sessions. Any
enquiries can be sent to
youth@john23rd.com.au.

 For all youth ministry enquiries, email us at youth@john23rd.com

Kids’ Corner
Jesus spoke to His disciples about the bread of life. It was hard to understand, but those who had faith continued to
follow Him. Crack the code to find out what Simon Peter said to Jesus.

The Lord has the words of everlasting life
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ST JOHN XXIII would like to thank these businesses for their contribution to our parish community
St John XXIII Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. To advertise in this space, please contact the parish office
Residential
Commercial
Body Corporate

A Tradition of Care & Concern
Pre-paid funerals available
340 Old Northern Rd. Castle Hill
 9659 0900
www.hillsfamilyfunerals.com.au
Therapy & Psychological Services for:
Children – Adolescents – Adults
Developmental Trauma - PTSD
Behaviour Problems - Anxiety
Depression - ADHD – Intellectual
Disabilities - Social & Skills Building
-Autism Spectrum Disorder - Phase of Life
Challenges
Ph: 9481 7862 www.salconsulting.com.au

P: 8809 7945

M: 0414 467 981

Environmentally friendly products used
Safe for family and pets
www.allridpests.com.au

0498 235 527

ZAC SAFE DRIVING SCHOOL
Let me help your kids be safe drivers

DOMINIC

0412 945264

AD SPACE

For All Your Painting Needs!
www.creedpl.com
creedpl@bigpond.com
PO BOX 6450, Rouse Hill, NSW, 2155
email: info@creedpl.com
mob: 0400 663601

Property Sales & Management
making your move easy…

AD SPACE

Need Legal Advice?
Need Migration
Assistance?
Morning Star
Legal & Migration
Services
www.morningstarlegal.com.au

Joshi John 0410 066578/9631 1101
joshi@moverealty.com.au

AD SPACE

Mobile and home visits
Local Lawyer for over 15 years
Wills Powers of Attorney
Estates Family Law
Conveyancing
Belinda@bellaslawgroup.com.au

CREED PTY LTD
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Bella's Law Group

SAL Consulting
provides Cognitive
Assessments and
Reports for
Children and Adolescents who:
 May be gifted and talented Struggle
with problems at home or school
 Have learning disabilities
 Need strengths and learning style
identified
Ph: 02 9481 7862

or call 0478 173474
MARN 1461332
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CAKES by TATI
Baking your ideas to life.
We specialise in: Wedding
Cakes, Birthday & Occasion
Cakes, Cupcakes & Cookies,
Macarons, Cake Pops and more…
Tel: +61 415 566 978
Email: cakesbytati@gmail.com
FB: www.facebook.com/cakesbytati
Web: www.cakesbytati.com.au
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