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O u r  P a r i s h  M i s s i o n  
The parish of St John XXIII is a faith 

community with the Eucharist as its heart. 
Inspired by John XXIII’s prophetic opening 
of the windows of the Church, we welcome 
the fresh air of the Holy Spirit, inviting 

every person to share in the responsibility of 
enriching the life and faith of our community 

by sharing their gifts and talents.” 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ 

Today’s text from Matthew invites us to 
Come to the Lord and allow God’s 
Grace to open us up to a marvellous 
journey of Discovery: the road that 
leads to the Father and the Son, a path 
of unconditional love that leads to 
eternal life. 

Let’s pray that everyone may come to 
k n o w  t h e  i m m e ns e  a n d  a l l -
encompassing Love that God has for all 
his Creatures. 

 

This week is fairly quiet… apart from 
our usual masses and devotions, there is 
nothing extra occurring.  

Let’s continue to support each other as 
we walk the middle path that leads to 
God. 

God bless you all.  

Fr. John 

JUL PARISH WEEKLY CALENDAR 

MON  
10 

St Thomas, Apostle (F) 

TUE  
11 

Saint Benedict (M) 
7:30pm - Novena to Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 

WED 
12 

 

THU 
13 

 

FRI 
14 

7:00pm - BLAZE 

SAT  
15 

7:00pm - Symbolon  
Mary & the Saints 

SUN 
16 

12:00pm - Baptism - John, Owen, 
Zachary, Zoe, Ava 
 

F r o m  t h e  P a s t o r ’ s  d e s k  

T h i r t e e n t h  S u n d a y  O r d i n a r y  T i m e  
8 - 9 July 2017 

http://john23rd.com
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Liturgical Ministry Formation 
Courses 

Would you like to serve our parish as a 
Minister of the Word, Eucharistic 
Minister, Eucharistic Minister to the 
Sick, Adult Server or Acolyte? The 
Office for Worship of the Diocese of 
Parramatta are offering courses this 
August and September. After 
completing the course from the Office 
of Worship, you will receive further 
training from a Liturgy team member 
on specific parish procedures. 

Enrolment forms are available at the 
foyer and on our parish website. 
Course schedule, venues and other 
details can be found on the form. Note 
endorsement from Fr John is required.  

Email a completed form to Bob 
Agbulos on bragbulos@gmail.com or call 
0422106525 for more details. 

SRE TEACHERS NEEDED 

“‘The harvest is great but the 
workers are few’ ( Matthew 9:37) 
If you have the desire to spread God’s 
word to children and could spare an 
hour during weekdays, please consider 
this ministry. Training and resources 
will be provided. 

We currently have four public primary 
schools and one high school in our 
parish that we teach in. The scripture 
classes are conducted during school 
hours for half an hour. The days 
available are Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays.  

If you want further information please 
call Asoki 0430020265 or Renuka 
0414795814 

Adult Confirmation 2017 

The Office of Worship will host a 
Catechesis and Formation Day for 
those candidates interested in receiving 
the Sacrament of Confirmation this 
year. This will be on 

 Saturday 2nd September, 9.30am - 
2.00pm at the Institute of Mission 
Hall, 1-5 Marion St Blacktown. A light 
lunch will be provided on the day. It is 
recommended that all sponsors attend 
the  catechesis. 

 

P a r i s h  N o t i c e s  

mailto:bragbulos@gmail.com
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G o s p e l  R e f l e c t i o n  

Chapter 11 of Matthew’s Gospel is all about Belief and Unbelief… how people 
respond to Jesus, positively or negatively. 
The excerpt of this Chapter chosen for this Sunday’s Gospel has three sections: 
1. v25-25: the praise of Jesus for the Father who has revealed the hidden mysteries of 

God to “babes” in the field of religion, rather than the so-called “experts” (the 
Scribes and Pharisees).  

2. v27: what is revealed by Jesus is really from the Father, and there is total equality 
between Father and Son; Jesus adds that those who follow Him will be invited to 
share this special relationship between Father and Son.  

3. v28-30: an invitation to come to the Lord whose ‘yoke’ is love rather than the 613 
precepts of the Law of Moses; this is a ‘burden’ that is easy and light for the true 
Disciple. 

Applying this text to ourselves, we can reflect on the following: 

 No matter at what stage along the road of Faith we might find ourselves, God still 
reveals Himself to us at every step. His Love is freely given; it does not demand 
proof first. We should respond to this grace by coming to know the Father and the 
Son as best we can… and this may mean we need to move away from the simple 
Faith of our initial Call and learn more and more about the Lord. Ours is not a 
static religious faith; rather, it is something dynamic - growing and changing. We 
are on a journey of discovery! 

 Once we begin to move along our individual  road of Faith, we realise that the 
relationship we have with Jesus leads to a closer relationship with the Father (and 
vice-versa). We become more and more caught up in God. We need to ‘pray’ - 
spend time in coming to quiet and reflection, allowing God to enter into our 
consciousness. And in this way our journey of discovery deepens and continues. 

 And now the invitation of the Lord to ‘come to me’ makes more sense: in 
centering on Jesus in prayer / in responding to His Call to accept his yoke of 
unconditional love… we grow in Grace, we grow in Faith. We become more and 
more like the Master, imitating his meekness, imitating his lowly obedient heart 
which is given to God, imitating his attitudes and values… We become truly 
“christian” (a Christ-Bearer). We move further along the road of discovery of our 
God. 

In the week ahead, let’s ask ourselves some pertinent questions:  

 Have I really responded to God’s Call in Jesus? 

 Where is my Faith in Jesus heading… towards growth or stagnation? 

 Do I place importance on Centering Prayer, quiet moments alone with God? 

 Am I responding to the Invitation to Come to Jesus and take up his Yoke of 
unconditional Love? 

Let us allow God to guide us in our journey of Discovery as we walk further and 
further along that road that leads to eternal Life.    
 
Fr John  



 

St John XXIII Catholic Church  4 

F i r s t  R e a d i n g  
Zechariah 9:9-10  

PRAY THE WORD 

READ THE WORD 

SPEAK THE WORD 

See how humbly your king comes to you! 

The Lord says this: 

'Rejoice heart and soul, daughter of 
Zion! Shout with gladness, daughter 
of Jerusalem! See now, your king 
comes to you; he is victorious, he is 
triumphant, humble and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey. He will banish chariots from 
Ephraim and horses from Jerusalem; 
the bow of war will be banished. He 
will proclaim peace for the nations. 
His empire shall stretch from sea to 
sea, from the River to the ends of 
the earth.' 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

R e s p o n s o r i a l  P s a l m  
 Ps 144:1-2. 8-11. 13-14  

R. I will praise your name for ever, 
my king and my God. 

I will give you glory, O God my King, 
I will bless your name for ever. I will 
bless you day after day and praise your 
name for ever. R. 

The Lord is kind and full of 
compassion, slow to anger, abounding 
in love. How good is the Lord to all, 
compassionate to all his creatures. R. 

All your creatures shall thank you, O 
Lord, and your friends shall repeat 
their blessing. They shall speak of the 
glory of your reign and declare your 
might, O God. R. 

The Lord is faithful in all his words 
and loving in all his deeds. The Lord 
supports all who fall and raises all who 
are bowed down. R. 

E n t r a n c e  A n t i p h o n  

Your merciful love, O God, we have 
received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, 
reaches the ends of the earth; your 
right hand is filled with saving justice. 

C o m m u n i o n  A n t i p h o n  

Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
blessed the man who seeks refuge in 
him. 
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If by the Spirit you put an end to the misdeeds of the 
body, you will live. 

Your interests are not in the 
unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since 
the Spirit of God has made his home 
in you. In fact, unless you possessed 
the Spirit of Christ you would not 
belong to him, and if the Spirit of him 
who raised Jesus from the dead is 
living in you, then he who raised Jesus 
from the dead will give life to your 
own mortal bodies through his Spirit 
living in you. 

So then, my brothers, there is no 
necessity for us to obey our unspiritual 
selves or to live unspiritual lives. If you 
do live in that way, you are doomed to 
die; but if by the Spirit you put an end 
to the misdeeds of the body you will 
live. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

S e c o n d  R e a d i n g  
Romans 8:9. 11-13  

I am gentle and humble of heart. 

Jesus exclaimed, 'I bless you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and of earth, for hiding 
these things from the learned and the 
clever and revealing them to mere 
children. Yes, Father, for that is what it 
pleased you to do. Everything has been 
entrusted to me by my Father; and no 
one knows the Son except the Father, 
just as no one knows the Father except 
the Son and those to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. 

'Come to me, all you who labour and 
are overburdened, and I will give you 
rest. Shoulder my yoke and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. Yes, my yoke is easy and my 
burden light.' 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

G o s p e l  A c c l a m a t i o n  
Matthew 11:25  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth; you have revealed to 
little ones the mysteries of the 
kingdom. Alleluia! 

G o s p e l  
Matthew 11:25-30  
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10 Mon Fourteenth week ordinary time 
1st Reading Genesis 28:10-22  
Psalm  Ps 90:1-4. 14-15  
Gospel  Matthew 9:18-26  
11 Tues Sain Benedict (M) 
1st Reading Genesis 32:23-33 
   Proverbs 2:1-9   
Psalm  Ps 16:1-3. 6-8. 15 
   Ps 33:2-11   
Gospel  Matthew 9:32-38 
   Matthew 19:27-29   
12 Wed Fourteenth week ordinary time 
1st Reading Genesis 41:55-57; 42:5-7. 17-
24 
Psalm  Ps 32:2-3. 10-11. 18-19  
Gospel  Matthew 10:1-7  
13 Thu Fourteenth week ordinary time 
1st Reading Genesis 44:18-21. 23-29; 45:1
-5  
Psalm  Ps 104:16-21  
Gospel  Matthew 10:7-15  
14 Fri Fourteenth week ordinary time 
1st Reading Genesis 46:1-7. 28-30  
Psalm  Ps 36:3-4. 18-19. 27-28. 39-40  
Gospel  Matthew 10:16-23  
 15 Sat Saint Bonaventure (M)  
1st Reading Genesis 49:29-33; 50:15-26  
   Ephesians 3:14-19  
Psalm  Ps 104:1-4. 6-7  
   Ps 118:9-14  
Gospel  Matthew 10:24-33  
   Matthew 23:8-12  
 

Full weekly readings can be found in the 
parish website http://john23rd.com/our-parish/

daily-reading/ 
Copyright (c) LabOra Worship 2016  

R e a d i n g s  f o r  N e x t  W e e k  

I believe in one God, the Father 
almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Only Begotten Son of God, born of the 
Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not 

made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven,  

At the words that follow, up to and including ‘and 
became man’, all bow. 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate 
of the Virgin Mary, and became 

man. 
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and 

was buried, and rose again on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and his kingdom will 

have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 

the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is adored and 

glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church. 

I confess one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead and the 

life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

N i c e n e  C r e e d  

If you or a family member is homebound and would want to receive 
communion in your home please contact the parish office. 

http://john23rd.com/our-parish/daily-reading/
http://john23rd.com/our-parish/daily-reading/
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Recently Deceased: 

Dionee Lustre,  Julie Ann Rodriguez, 
Raylindo Ortega, Sr Lourdes Atienza  

Deceased:  

Joseph Lobo, Jovita Bituin Ceria, 
Reylindo Ortega  

Anniversary:   

Neil Kiddle, Juan Antonio,  

Susan Miirosol, Sonia Maria Delgado,  

Aeldred & Riwlene Weber,  

Chrisby & Frank Koelmeyer,  

Domenico Pelle, Rae & Eustace Ebert, 
Sonia Delqado  
Sick: 

Jan Mandla, Pat Daley, Karam Matte, 
Genevieve D’Silva,  Reg Chapman, 
Sigrid Barredo, Ramon Rendon,  

Alfred Miler, Remedios De Guzman, 
Cay Espanta, Lucie Gallagher,  

Evelyn Paguinto, Andrea Rodrigues, 
Carmel Byrne    

Thanksgiving:  

Cyra Braganza, Rohan Virwani 

S p e c i a l  i n t e n t i o n s  

The First Collection – for the 
diocese. The 1st Collection is used for 
the support of the Bishop and priests 
of the Diocese.   

The Second Collection – for the 
parish. The 2nd Collection is used to 
meet our parish running costs (rates, 
utilities, insurance, telecommunication, 
computers, photocopiers, stationery and 
postage, church and altar requisites, repairs 
and maintenance of the church, presbytery, 
office buildings and grounds).  

It is used to pay the team/staff 
salaries, superannuation and each 
priest’s car expenses, loan interest and 
loan repayment.  

It is also used to provide for our 
pastoral and ministry outreach 
activities from the parish. 

Money received in the 2nd collection 
is banked into the parish “Church 
Account”. 

If you would like to be a part of  the 
church’s plan giving program, an 
SJ23rd form (white) is available at the 
church foyer or contact the parish 
office. 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES 
Please collect your new batch of Planned 
Giving envelopes from the church 
entrance. If you wish to change your 
pledge please contact the parish office. 
We would encourage you to change 
from the envelope system to either 
direct debit or credit card. 

P a y i n g  o u r  d e b t  t o g e t h e r  
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P a r i s h  P a s t o r a l  C o r n e r  

“Only for today, I will seek to live the livelong day positively without wishing to solve the problems of my life all at 
once.” ― Pope John XXIII 

FAITH FORMATION 

 Our Lady of Perpetual Help Statue 
We continue to ask for host families to pray the Rosary at home and request  our 
Blessed Mother’s intercessions. Tuesday nights beginning with Evening Prayer at 
6.30pm, Rosary at 7.15pm, Mass and Novena prayers at 7:30pm with sung 
Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament after the novena mass. 
If you want the opportunity of having the statue of Our Lady visit your home 
contact Bart Sarlabus bart.sarlabus@gmail.com or Melva Paguinto (after novena 
mass). Pick up the statue after the novena mass and return a week after, before 
the start of the novena mass. “A family that prays together, stays together:   
Fr Patrick Peyton” 

 SYMBOLON 
The Faith Formation Committee invites everyone for a short, half hour video 
presentation on “The Catholic Faith Explained” following 
straight after every Mass. 
7:00pm Saturdays and Sundays at the Church 
8:30am 10:00am 11:30am Sundays at St Mark’s College 
Staffroom 
8 & 9 Jul Why do I need the Church 

Some people say, “I’m spiritual but not religious” or “I like 
Jesus, but don’t need a Church.” Yet, one can’t fully love 
the King and reject His kingdom. Jesus didn’t save us as 
insolated individuals. He calls us to enter the communion 
of the Church. 

Rosary Statue Family Roster for Tuesday Nights 

Jul   
4 11 18 25  

Tangunan Shalini Ivon Cano 

Aug    
1 8 15 22 29 

Lozada Cabug-os Gracias Flor Pangilinan Shalini 

Sep    
5 12 19 26  

Sebastian Erasmo Paguinto Olan  

3 10 17 24 31 
Oct  

Ivon available available Shalini available 
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Mass 
cards 

available 

at the  

parish 
office 

15 & 16 Jul Mary & the Saints 

22 & 23 Jul The Last Things 

 5 week Bible Study Series on the Gospel of Luke by Fr. John McSweeney 
Every Wednesday evening commencing 02 Aug to 30 Aug, 2017 7:30p.m. to 
9:00p.m. St. John XXIII Parish Church, Perfection Avenue, Stanhope Gardens 

P a r i s h  P a s t o r a l  

1 5  D a y  P i l g r i m a g e  

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY 
LAND 

Duration: 15 day pilgrimage plus 
optional extension 
Departure: Saturday 6th January 2018 
Tour Code: 8PV03 
Email: info@harvestjourneys.com 
Call 1800 819 156 Toll free      
Spiritual Chaplain: Fr John McSweeney   

        Book now 
Deposit for the Pilgrimage has been 
reduced from $1000 to $600             
(thanks to Fr John’s intervention.) 
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W h y  w e  d o  w h a t  w e  d o  

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Pastoral Considerations 

There are two actions – one action that 
prepares the assembly to pray; the 
second action is the prayer itself. 

 Taken: the bread and wine are placed 
on the Altar. 

 Blessed: the Eucharistic Prayer is 
prayed. 

The Last Supper took place within a 
Jewish context and all subsequent 
celebrations of the Eucharist (The Mass) 
reflect our Jewish heritage. The Jews, 
historically conscious of God’s good 
deeds, had a special way of 
“remembering.” Unfortunately, in the 
English language there is not a good way 
to convey this concept. “Remembering” 
was not merely a calling to mind “in the 
head” but more a sense of making 
“present once again” the saving deeds of 
God and giving thanks again and again 
for God’s continuing activity in the lives 
of his beloved people. Keeping this in 
mind will help us focus on the most 
precious gift we receive in the Eucharist, 
not just a memory of an event long ago 
or a mere sign of something to come, 
but the very Body and Blood of the 
Risen Christ – present. 

The Structure of the Eucharistic 
Prayer 

First, the Liturgy of the Eucharist begins 
with the gifts of bread and wine being 
brought to the altar. We do not 
participate merely as observers of the 
procession of bread, wine and other 
offerings for the poor. To understand 
our role, let us ask the question from St. 
Cyprian: Who comes to the Lord's 
Supper without a sacrifice, and yet takes 
part of the sacrifice which the poor man 

has offered?” Each and every person at 
the Catholic Community of Pleasanton 
should reflect upon this a question and 
act accordingly prior to Mass to ensure 
that real and felt sacrifices are united 
concretely to the spiritual offering that is 
presented in this procession. In other 
words, what are you bringing to the 
table? 

These gifts are “taken” as signs of the 
sacrificial offerings of the people and 
placed on the Altar by the priest and 
deacon. The gifts are brought to be 
taken. 

Second, the preface of the Eucharistic 
Prayer begins with the dialogue to 
illustrate the depth of our offering: 

 The Lord be with you… And with your 
spirit. 

 Lift up your hearts… We lift them up to 
the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our 
God… It is right and just. 

In the preface dialogue, the priest invites 
the assembly heavenward as we acclaim 
and give thanks for the Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and others. And in giving thanks 
and praise to God, we do so in the 
company of all the saints and angels. 
There are close to 100 prefaces that can 
be used. Some are seasonal prefaces for 
Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, and 
Ordinary Time. Other prefaces are used 
to give thanks for Apostles, Martyrs, or 
Doctors of the Church, to name a few. 
The preface culminates in singing the 
Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy Lord). 

Third, the main body of the Eucharistic 
Prayer leads to the epiclesis. The priest 
prays the Father in Heaven to send the 
Holy Spirit to make holy the offerings of 
bread and wine so that they may 

11 
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become the Body and Blood of Christ. 
In the midst of the priest offering the 
bread and wine to become really and 
substantially Christ's Body and Blood, we 
hear phrases that deepen awareness that 
we are also offering ourselves at the altar. 
Some examples: 

 Graciously accept this oblation of our service. 

 We offer to your glorious majesty from the 
gifts you have given us. 

 It is truly right and just, our duty and our 
salvation. 

 To all who partake of this one Bread and 
one Chalice that, gathered into one body by 
the Holy Spirit, they may become a living 
sacrifice in Christ to the praise of your glory. 

By these words we can see very clearly 
that the Church's tradition understands 
that we are not removed from this 
offering of the bread and wine that 
become Christ's Body and Blood. We are 
enveloped by this offering. 

If we call to mind the life-giving events 
of our salvation, then we do more than 
remember the Last Supper. The Sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ on the cross is truly 
present. Jesus is not crucified once again 
at the celebration of the Eucharist, but 
his sacrifice is made present for us. 
Because He is present for us, we offer 
our lives of service along with the Body 
and Blood of Christ to the Father. In 
offering our lives of service, we celebrate 
the Holy Spirit animating the members 
of the Church throughout human history 
to be a sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. This is called the 
anamnesis. We pray, therefore, the 
presence of the saints to be in our midst, 
especially St. Augustine and St. Elizabeth 
Seton. All those who have been 
nourished by the body and blood of 

Christ will be with us as we are 
nourished. 

Fourth, an illuminating part of the 
prayer is worth underscoring. In each 
Eucharistic Prayer there is always a 
remembrance of all the faithful departed. 
It should be a consolation to those who 
have experienced the loss of a loved one 
that we are united with them even in 
death through the Eucharist banquet. 
Those who have died see the Lord face 
to face; we receive the same Lord under 
the forms of bread and wine while living 
on earth. Heaven and earth are united. 

The Eucharistic Prayer is summed up in 
a great Doxology. The priest prays: 
“Through him, and with him, and in 
him…” This prayer gives praise and 
glory to God, in a special way, to the 
three divine Persons of the Trinity – to 
the Father, through the Son, in the Holy 
Spirit. 

Those at mass and the whole Church, in 
fact, respond with a resounding “Amen.” 
Since we pray what we believe, the Great 
Amen which should be sung with firm 
conviction. This is the culmination, the 
capstone of the Eucharistic Prayer. 

 
h t t p : / / w w w . c a t h o l i c s o f p l e a s a n t o n . o r g /
uploads/5/0/3/1/50313085/3-eucharist-prayer-
january-2014.pdf 

W h y  w e  d o  … . .  
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Y o u t h  C o r n e r  

IGNITE - Enkindling the fire of faith 

Young adults from 16 - 35 years of age 
meets every 4th Sunday of the month 
after the 6:00pm mass. Meet new 
people, enjoy some food and develop 
your relationship with God and those 
around us through prayer, reflection 
and good discussions with insightful 
guest speakers. 

Next session: 23 July 2017 

Topic: Part 1: The Bible - How is it an 
inspired text? 

Guest Speaker: Fr John McSweeney 

 

BLAZE 

If you’re in Years 7 to 10, come and 
join us. Meets every 2nd and 4th 
Fridays of the month. 

Brochures at the foyer for more 
information or just drop them a line 
youth@john23rd.com 

CRL (Community of the Risen Lord) 

When: 2nd & 4th Saturdays  

 Praise & Worship 

Time: after 6:00pm vigil mass 

YFC (Youth for Christ) 

When: 3rd Sundays of the month 

U n s c r a m b l e  

Find out what Jesus said to his followers 

REST     YOU     BURDENS     ME     WEARY      CARRYING 
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E K O Y Z S J Y S Y M E K N B U R 

V F P E Q T Y R V Y R L P I G G H 

L Z Z R W A B K Z A W L R L N C I 

Z I S F E T J H F U E W A S I Y G 

K U D N S H D S R W B H J O J R V 

W M G E L G T R C W R F I N S J F 

S G R D N C E A K Y W N Z O N E V 

S R W K L A F J F R C S P R X T R 

R Q E G O K U S R N T O T Y V F I 

X Z B D T G T J M O R E X C C W H 

B X T I L S V A E D L I G H T I C 

U R R V E U L S I R N K R A K S J 

J E G H K G O N G N R A E L F E K 

D E B T B J A H A R V L B Y E D S 

K O Z A P R K R S X U O T B R D A 

P O F A Y T E Z V Q V V Q U H N Y 

G J C N J O H J K Y U Y R A L Y M 

Find these words   

Father      heavy      learn      light      one      ordinary      rest 

Shoulders      Son      tired      wise      yoke  

W o r d  F i n d  

If  you are burdened, I will give you rest  
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D i o c e s a n  N e w s  

13-15 July - MGL Sisters Vocations 
Weekend 
The Missionaries of God’s Love Sisters 
are a new Australian group who dedicate 
their lives to helping people encounter 
the love of God. They invite young 
women who are open to praying about 
God’s will for their lives to spend some 
time with them at their home in Sydney. 
This weekend provides the space to pray, 
as well as information about the MGL 
vision and way of life, their ministries and 
their individual stories. If interested, 
please contact the sisters: 
 pattijo.mgl@gmail.com or 96268382 

16th July - 75th Jubilee of the 
Schoenstatt Family Movement 
On the 16th of July 1942, Fr Kentenich 
together with Family man, Dr. Fritz Kühr 
founded the Schoenstatt Family 
Movement in the Dachau Concentration 
Camp. Come and join us to find out 
about the history, give thanks for the past 
and look forward to the future.  
The 16th of July is Covenant Sunday.  
11am Holy Mass followed by Family 
Fiesta (rego essential for catering purposes) All 
are welcome.  
2pm Presentation  
3pm Adoration & Renewal of the 
Covenant  
3:30 Afternoon Tea  
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m 
events/1430850330307339/ 

16 July - Abraham Conference 2017  
The ABRAHAM CONFERENCE brings 
together Jews, Christians and Muslims to 
create connections, build relationships 
and discuss critical issues of importance 
to us all in a multicultural, multi-faith 
society. We each bring our own 
perspectives, together we are enriched 

and empowered to act on our  shared 
values and  beliefs. Sunday 16 July 2017, 
2pm – 6pm at Parramatta Mission 
Fellowship Hall, Uniting Church, 119 
Macquarie Street, Parramatta NSW 2150. 
Cost: $20.00 [Concession: $10.00 student/
pensioner] Register at EventBrite: 
AbrahamConference2017.Eventbrite.com.au 

19 - 20 July - Cast into the Deep 
National Conference on Pastoral Care in 
a Multicultural Church and Society. The 
Conference will be held at the Australian 
Catholic University, Melbourne Campus 
on 19-20 July 2017. The National 
Conference is centered around the 
theme ‘cast into the deep’ (Luke 5:4), 
reflecting on the call by His Holiness 
Pope Francis to go out to the peripheries 
of the world and cast the net. 
The Conference provides an opportunity 
for migrant communities within the 
Catholic Church in Australia to come 
together, meet, pray and reflect on the 
successes and challenges facing each of 
their communities. It is also an 
opportunity to engage with the wider 
Church and Society in order to better 
equip our Priests and pastoral workers for 
them to be the best agents of social 
cohesion and pastoral care in our 
communities. 
The keynote addresses for the conference 
will be given by Cardinal Peter Turkson, 
Prefect of the Dicastery for the 
Promotion of Integral Human 
Development, and Cardinal Orlando 
Beltran Quevedo, Archbishop of 
Cotabato, Philippines.  
For more information and to register, 
please visit www.acmro.catholic.org.au 
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Parish Priest:   Fr John McSweeney     FrJohn@john23rd.org.au  

Asst. Priest:   Fr Thomas Bui     FrThomas@john23rd.org.au 

Deacon:  Nicephorus Tan  DeaconTan@john23rd.org.au 

Mass Times 
Monday to Friday  9:00am  
Also Wednesday   9:00am Holy Cross  
           Primary during school term  
Saturday   9:00am,  6:00pm (Vigil)     
Sunday    7:30am,  9:00am,  10:30am  
 6:00pm (Youth) 
Baptism  12:00pm Sunday by appointment 
Reconciliation (First Rite) 
Saturday 5:00 - 5:45pm  
  And after any weekday masses 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday to Friday  8.30 - 4.00pm   
Parish Office Contacts 

  (02)9852 0580   ( 0403 766468  AH  
Secretary:   Tanya Gatt   

   secretary@john23rd.org.au 
Finance: Mila Llamas  (Fri)  

   accounts@john23rd.org.au 
Admin Asst:  Jill Franco (Wed/Fri) 

   admin@john23rd.org.au 
Business Manager: John McCartney (pro bono) 

   businessmanager@john23rd.org.au 

D e v o t i o n s  &  Prayers 

Novena Masses  
Tuesday   7:30pm 
 Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
First Friday   7:30pm 
 Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Tuesday  after the 7:30pm novena mass      
First Friday  6:30pm followed by   
 7:15pm Benediction  
Saturday    8:00 - 9:00am (Vocations) 
Sacrament of the Sick 
First Saturday  9:00am Mass or upon request 

Divine Office  
Friday    12:00pm with Adoration 
Sunday   8:15am  
Praise & Worship     
3rd Saturday    7:30pm  
 led by SJ23rd Prayer Group 
2nd Saturday   7:30pm  
  led by CRL (Community of the Risen Lord) 
Friday evenings  6:30pm  

  led by Christ Catholic Community Prayer 
Group at the Parish Office’s kitchen  

O u r  S c h o o l  C o m m u n i t i e s  

Holy Cross Primary 
49 Meurants Lane, Glenwood       
Principal: Marina Hardy 

 (02) 8664 7100 

 holycross@parra.catholic.edu.au 
John XXIII and St Mark’s College 
160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens    
Principal: Dr Peter Webster   

 (02) 9852 0500 

 stmarks@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Catholic Learning Centre 
160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens 

 (02) 9852 0585 

 lcstanhope@parra.catholic.edu.au 
 www.celcstanhope.catholic.edu.au 

Chairman  
Bart Sarlabus 

Deputy Chairman 
Chris Drummond 

Secretary  
Nanette Gamboa 

Members 
Bernadette Virwani 

Gary Lee 
Julienne Crasto 

Nidarshi Fernando 


