The Catholic Parish of StJ‘hn

Petfection Ave cor Bentwood Tce, Stanhope Gardens

XXIII
www.john23rd.com

TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

24 - 25 September 2016

Our Parish
Mission
The parish of St John XXIII is a faith
community with the Eucharist as its
beart. Inspired by John XXIII's
prophetic gpening of the windows of the
Church, we welcome the fresh air of the
Holy Spirit, inviting every person to
share in the responsibility of enriching
the life and faith of onr community by
sharing their gifts and talents.”

Parish Priest:
Asst Priest:

Deacon: Nicephorus Tan

Mass Times

Monday to Friday 9:00am
Also Wednesday ~ 9:00am Holy Cross
Primary during school term

9:00am, 6:00pm (Vigil)
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am
6:00pm (Youth)
Baptism 12:00pm Swunday by appointment
Reconciliation (First Rite)
Saturday ~ 5:00 - 5:45pm

Abnd after any weekday masses

Saturday
Sunday

Finance:

R

Ft John McSweeney DX FrJohn@john23rd.org.au
Fr Robert William

DK FrRobert@john23rd.org.au
X DeaconTan@john23rd.org.au

Parish Office Hours
Tuesday to Friday 8.30 - 4.00pm
Parish Office Contacts

@ (02)9852 0580 3 0403 766468 AH

Secretary: Tanya Gatt

DA secretary@john23rd.org.au
Mila Llamas (Fri)
P4 accounts@john23rd.org.au

Admin Asst: Jill Franco (Tues/Thurs)

P< admin@john23rd.org.au

Business Manager: John McCartney (pro bono)

D4 businessmanager@john23rd.org.au

Devotions & Prayers

Novena Masses
Tuesday 7:30pm

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
First Friday 7:30pm

Sacred Heart of Jesus
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Tuesday 6:30 - 7:30pm
First Friday  6:30pm followed by

7:15pm Benediction
Saturday 8:00 - 9:00am (Vocations)
Sacrament of the Sick
First Saturday 9:00am Mass or upon request

Divine Office
Friday  12:00pm with Adoration
Sunday 8:15am
Praise & Worship
3rd Saturday ~ 7:30pm

led by SJ23rd Prayer Group
2nd Saturday  7:30pm

led by CRL (Community of the Risen Lord)
Friday evenings  7:00pm

led by Christ Catholic Community Prayer
Group at the church kitchen


http://john23rd.com
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From the Pastor’s desk

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ

The rich man in the story today was woken up to
his folly only after his death. Need we wait for
the Lord’s words after we’re gone? Shouldn’t we
subsctibe to a policy of 'prevention rather than
cure’, and wake up from the various ‘follies’ of
our lives right now and face reality openly?

We cannot remain ‘snugly ensconced’ in a safe

environment of our own making - whether that be at home, at school, at work, in
our church. Rather, we need to allow God’s Spirit to create in us a willingness to
actively do something (according to each one’s ability) about injustice and
violence in our community and in our world.

In the week ahead, let us do what we can to be faithful to the Lord’s command to
love our neighbour unconditionally in imitation of Himl!

¢ This Saturday is the First Saturday of the month, and thus we will celebrate the
Liturgy of Anointing of the Sick during the 9am Mass. Adoration and
Benediction will follow mass. NB First Friday is the following Friday this
month.

¢ Baptism Preparation for parents and Godparents whose children will be
baptised in October is this Wednesday evening from 7:30pm in the Church.

My personal thanks to all who came to the Parish Assembly last Sunday. It was a
grand occasion when the past, present and future of our Parish were reflected
upon and discussed. There is a full summary of the Assembly in the Bulletin for
this week. Please take the Bulletin HOME and reflect upon these things in the
week ahead. We are about to embark on new directions which build upon the
marvellous foundations of the past that presently make this Parish one of the best
in our Diocesell

God bless you all
Fr. John
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Parish Community Assembly

Thank you to everyone who joined us for the parish Grand Assembly last Sunday.
I hope most of you had a chance to meet our special “guest”

Neville Zammit (Parish Finance Committee) and Bart Satlabus (Parish Pastoral
Council) presented their reports.

Financial report for the year ended 30 June 2016

PARISH INCOME & EXPENDITURE

Income

Income from 2nd collection * $342 227
Other income $48 665
Total income $403 937
Expenses

Expenses excluding loan repayment  $333 035
Loan repayment $120 000
Loss after loan repayment $49 098 P

*The money collected from the first collection goes to the Diocesan Clergy Support Fund. The
parish does not retain any of this money.

Parish Pastoral Council

Bart reminded us of our mission statement and took us through the life of our
parish, likening it to the life stages of a family.

>22002 > i 2013 > i 2014 2016 > i The Future
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The Vision for the Future

Fr John reviewed recent successes and presented his vision and plans for the
future.

1. Over the past year or so we have introduced a number of initiatives:
* Evangelisation
* Pastoral Care: Bereavement support & meals for those in need.

* Marriage Preparation — we are planning to introduce our own marriage
preparation course

*  Our Stewardship Program
= Good response to some initiatives after our Stewardship Program eg the
many volunteers who offer their time and talents

= While pledges in Planned Giving increased, there is still a need for
improvement

II. He presented the proposed structure of the Parish leadership team as
follows:

Parish Priest
Parish Team

PPC (Elected &

PFC (Appointed) ADbotarerd)

Ministries Committee

— L)

Administration Liturgy Evangelisation Pastoral Gare b Faith Formation

(John McCartney) (Bob Agbulos) (Helen Zammit) (ill Franco) Building

(Techie Sarlabus) (Rose Franco)

The major highlight of the above structure is the creation of a Ministries
Committee, which separates the operational function of the various parish
ministries from the pastoral planning function of the PPC. The move will also
require the election of parishioners (in line with Diocesan guidelines) into a Parish
Pastoral council that will consist of:

* The clergy - Parish Priest, Assistant Priest and Deacon

* Seven (7) parishioners, nominated and elected by the patish community and/
or nominated/appointed by the Parish Priest

* Ex officio members - Parish Schools Representative, Parish Business
Manager, Parish Finance Committee Representative.

St John XXIII Catholic Church 4
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The new Council will come into effect on 1 January 2017. More details will be
announced prior to elections in November 2016.

III. Addressing our parish debt levels

The parish is currently exploring a land development opportunity (down
Bentwood Terrace and along Windsor Road) which IF successful should realise a
significant financial return for the parish. It is hoped that the proceeds will allow
us to pay off our current debt on the church building (currently $4.1m) and
potentially fund further infrastructure projects that will enhance the facilities of
our parish. We will keep you updated as each stage of the process progresses.

1IV. Special Projects being considered

We also have plans to develop the memorial garden behind the sanctuary to
include a columbarium and possibly an outdoor altar. A columbarium is a wall
where people are able to place the ashes of their loved ones.

In conclusion

The meeting concluded with a very worthwhile Q&A forum, with parishioners
providing very useful and welcome feedback and suggestions. We will be
reviewing that feedback and look towards implementing many of the suggestions.

FIRST RECONCILIATION 2016

(For children who are baptised and in Year 3)
form available from the website - www.john23rd.com

What When Time Where
Enrolment Rituals 15 Oct, Sat 6pm., 9am, Church during
during masses 16 Oct, Sun 10.30am, 6pm mass
Parent Meeting 19 Oct, Wed 7.30pm Church
Children’s Session 1 22 Oct, Sat 4.30pm St Marks

23 Oct, Sun staffroom
Children’s Session 2 29 Oct, Sat 4pm Church
30 Oct, Sun
First Reconciliation 21 Nov, Mon - 3:30 - 4:30pm Church
25 Nov, Fri
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Entrance Antiphon

All that you have done to us, O Lord,
you have done with true judgement,
for we have sinned against you and not
obeyed your commandments. But give
glory to your name and deal with us
according to the bounty of your mercy.

XXIIT

Communion Antiphon

By this we came to know the love of
God: that Christ laid down his life for
us; so we ought to lay down our lives
for one another.

First Reading
Amos 6:1. 4-7

You who give yourself to licentionsness and revelry will be exiled.

The almighty Lord says this:

Woe to those ensconced so snugly in Zion and to those who feel so safe on the
mountain of Samaria. Lying on ivory beds and sprawling on their divans, they
dine on lambs from the flock, and stall-fattened veal; they bawl to the sound of
the harp, they invent new instruments of music like David, they drink wine by
the bowlful, and use the finest oil for anointing themselves, but about the ruin
of Joseph they do not care at all. That is why they will be the first to be exiled;

the sprawlers' revelry is over.

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 145:6-10

R. Praise the Lord, my soul!

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,
who is just to those who are
oppressed. It is he who gives bread to
the hungry, the Lord, who sets
prisoners free. R.

It is the Lord who gives sight to the
blind, who raises up those who are
bowed down. It is the Lord who loves
the just, the Lord, who protects the
stranget. R.

He upholds the widow and orphan but
thwarts the path of the wicked. The
Lotrd will reign for ever, Zion's God,
from age to age. R.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

2 Corinthians 8:9

Alleluia, alleluial
Jesus Christ was rich but he became
poor, to make you rich out of his

poverty.
Alleluial

How can a young person
stay on the path of purity?
By living according to your

word.
Psalm 119:9 | NIV
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Second Reading
1 Timothy 6:11-16

Obey the commandments until the coming of the Lord.

As a man dedicated to God, you must aim to be saintly and religious, filled with
faith and love, patient and gentle. Fight the good fight of the faith and win for
yourself the eternal life to which you were called when you made your profession
and spoke up for the truth in front of many witnesses. Now, before God the
source of all life and before Jesus Christ, who spoke up as a witness for the truth
in front of Pontius Pilate, I put to you the duty of doing all that you have been
told, with no faults or failures, until the Appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who at the due time will be revealed by God, the blessed and only Ruler of all,
the King of kings and the Lord of lords, who alone is immortal, whose home is
in inaccessible light, whom no man has seen and no man is able to see: to him
be honour and everlasting power. Amen.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Liuke 16:19-31

During your life good things came your way just as bad
things came the way of Lagarus. Now he is being
comforted while you are in agony.

Jesus said to the Pharisees: "There was
a rich man who used to dress in purple
and fine linen and feast magnificently
every day. And at his gate there lay a
poor man called Lazarus, covered with
sores, who longed to fill himself with
the scraps that fell from the rich man's
table. Dogs even came and licked his
sores. Now the poor man died and was
carried away by the angels to the
bosom of Abraham. The rich man also
died and was buried.

'In his torment in Hades he looked up
and saw Abraham a long way off with
Lazarus in his bosom. So he cried out,
"Father Abraham, pity me and send
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in
water and cool my tongue, for I am in
agony in these flames." "My son,"
Abraham replied "temember that
during your life good things came your
way, just as bad things came the way of

Lazarus. Now he is being comforted
here while you are in agony. But that is
not all: between us and you a great gulf
has been fixed, to stop anyone, if he
wanted to, crossing from our side to
yours, and to stop any crossing from
your side to ours."

"The rich man replied, "Father, I beg
you then to send Lazarus to my
fathet's house, since 1 have five
brothers, to give them warning so that
they do not come to this place of
torment too." "They have Moses and
the prophets," said Abraham, "let them
listen to them." "Ah, no, father
Abraham," said the rich man "but if
someone comes to them from the
dead, they will repent." Then Abraham
said to him, "If they will not listen
either to Moses or to the prophets,
they will not be convinced even if
someone should rise from the dead."

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

7
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Gospel Reflection

The theme of Social Justice flows through our three readings this weekend.

The Prophet Amos continues to attack the unjust rich who enjoy a luxurious
lifestyle at the expense of others in the community who are lacking in basic
necessities. He demands that exploitation and greed are to be excised from our
lives, for making decisions solely on the basis of profit is a crime against God’s
Law, and, ultimately, a crime against humanity. Anything that places money before
people is sinful.

Timothy is urged by Paul to create an orderly community and help people live
conscientious lives, so that the world can live in peace and harmony.

And the Gospel text from Luke offers Jesus’ story of Lazarus and the rich man.
Lazarus is poor, but he is not clouded with false gods such as materialism. His
goodness is found in his openness to God and not in his poverty per se. The rich
man, on the other hand, is caught up with his riches and thus neglects God and
God’s children (Lazarus being the epitome of the poor ones of the children of
God). And the point of the parable is this: the need of the poor will be changed to
wealth of a different sort while the selfish abundance of the unjust rich will be
turned to eternal misery!

The rich man in the story today was woken up to his folly only after his death.
Need we wait for the Lord’s words after we’re gone? Shouldn’t we subscribe to a
policy of 'prevention rather than cure’, and wake up from the various ‘follies’ of
our lives right now and face reality openly?

We cannot remain ‘snugly ensconced’ in a safe environment of our own making -
whether that be at home, at school, at work, in our church. Rather, we need to
allow God’s Spirit to create in us a willingness to actively do something (according
to each one’s ability) about injustice and violence in our community and in our
world.

I conclude with two quotations from Pope St. John Paul 1I:

“The church will not hesitate to take up the cause of the poor and to become the
voice of those who are not heard when they speak up, mont to demand charity
but to ask of rustic. Yes, the preference for the poor is a Christian preference”
“Justice and charity are no more than empty words if they are not accompanied by
concrete actions toward concrete people”.

St John XXIII Catholic Church 8
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I believe in one God, the Father
almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
Only Begotten Son of God, born of
the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not
made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he
came down from heaven,

At the words that follow, np to and including ‘and
became man’, all bow.
and by the Holy Spirit was
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and
became man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and
was buried, and rose again on the third
day in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead and his
kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.

I confess one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins and I look forward
to the resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come.
Amen.

26 Mon 26th week of Ordinary time
1st Reading Job 1:6-22
Psalm Ps 16:1-3. 6-7
Gospel Luke 9:46-50

27 Tues St Vincent De Paul (M)

1st Reading Job 3:1-3. 11-17. 20-23
Psalm Ps 87:2-8
Gospel Luke 9:51-56

28 Wed 26th week of Ordinary time
1st Reading Job 9:1-12. 14-16
Psalm Ps 87:10-15
Gospel Luke 9:57-62

29 Thu Sts Michael, Gabiel &

Raphael (F)

1st Reading Daniel 7:9-10. 13-14
Psalm Ps 137:1-5
Gospel John 1:47-51

30 Fri St Jerome (M)
1st Reading Job 38:1. 12-21; 40:3-5

Psalm Ps 138:1-3. 7-10. 13-14
Gospel Luke 10:13-16
October
18Sat St Therese of the Child

Jesus (M)
1st Reading Job 42:1-3. 5-6. 12-17

Psalm Ps 118:66. 71. 75. 91.
125. 130
Gospel Luke 10:17-24

St John XXIII Catholic Church
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Recently Deceased:

Ron Crowley, Leonida Reyes, Lope
Ordillano, Sylvia Gee, Jose Alix, Augela
Fernando

Deceased:

Jeffrey Turner, Reno
Camilleri

Anniversary:
Rodolfo Herrera Sr
Sick:

Concordia Llave, LLeonardo Villafana,

Guy Austria, Maria Bellia, Edwin Rizon,

Cay Espanta, Nigel Reynolds,
Mariano Antonio Jon Villaraza,

Pinky Flores Baarts, Amando Magno,
Maria Pinky Baartz, Charmaine Beltran,
Jovie Disterhofft, Pat Daley, Mark de
Jesus

Thanksgiving:

R J Santos & Family, Ronaldo, Kiristine,

Maria, Ramon, Vincenzo Zamora ,

Ivn Jayakody

Mass cards available at the parish office.

The Catholic Parish of St J& hn

Weekly collections

2nd Collection: $5,021.90

Loose $1,784.60

PG Envelopes  $1,677.30

PG by EFT $1,560.00
Pays parish debt and on going running costs,
including wages of staff.

Please contribute more on the
Second Collection as this helps the
parish community

If you would like to be a part of the
church’s plan giving program, an
§J23rd form (white) is available at the
church foyer or contact the parish
office.

PL. \NN;§
GIVING

Our School Communities

Holy Cross Primary

49 Meurants Lane, Glenwood

Principal: Marina Hardy

B (02) 9629 8742

D4 holycross@parra.catholic.edu.au

John XXIII and St Mark’s College

160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens

Principal: Dr Peter Webster

@B (02) 9852 0500

DA stmarks@parra.catholic.edu.au

Catholic Learning Centre

160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens

B (02) 9852 0585

DA lestanhope@parra.catholic.edu.au
www.celcstanhope.catholic.edu.au

If you or a family member is homebound and would want to receive

communion in your home please contact the parish office.

St John XXIII Catholic Church
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Parish Notices

The Feast of the Triumph of the
Cross - The Way of Mercy

The Way of Mercy is a diocesan wide
initiative of the Pastoral Planning Office
in cooperation with the Year of Mercy
Committee involving the journey of a
large Cross of Mercy, accompanied by a
Relic of St. Mary of the Cross MacKillop
and a Relic of St. Teresa of Kolkata.
The Cross and Relics will be hosted at
the Mary Immaculate Parish, Quakers
Hill on Oct. 15-16, 2016.

Parish celebrations at Mary Immaculate
Parish (jointly with Stanhope Gardens,
Rouse Hill and Kellyville parishes) will
be held on Oct. 15 at 10:00am. Other
details of the celebration will  be BRING S5 FOR PIZZA | STMARK'S STAFF ROOM
announced at a later date. Please keep an FRIDAY 30TH SERTEMBER | 6.30PM - 9PM

eye out for further announcements.

A
A

GTKYOUTH@GMAIL.COM

PARISH CO

President Bart Sarlabus
D<A bart.satlabus@gmail.com
Council Team Leaders

Community Bldg Techie Sarlabus
Comms & Media John McCartney

Evangelisation Helen Zammit
Faith Formation Rose Franco
Fundraising

Liturgy Bob Agbulos
Mousic Ray Samonte
Pastoral Care Jill Franco
Social Outreach

11 St John XXIII Catholic Church
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Parish Pastoral Council Corner

We are all on a journey, and on this journey we are at the service of Jesus, of his Gospel, and the
holy Church. Each person bas their place, and their appointed time. Those who serve in the
Church change, but the Church itself is immortal. — 14 December 1955

COUNCIL MATTERS

T Next PPC Executive Team meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 18 October
2016, from 7:30 pm at the Parish Office Conference Room.
t Parish Council Restructuring Announcement:
e At last Sunday’s Parish Assembly, as part of the Vision for the Future of
§J23, Fr. John announced the splitting of the Parish Council through the
creation of a separate Committee for the various Parish Ministries.

e The coordinators for these committees (John McCartney - Administration, Bob
Agbulos - Liturgy, Helen Zammit - Evangelisation, Jill Franco - Pastoral Care, Techie
Sarlabus - Community Building and Rose Franco - Faith Formation) will now be
part of an umbrella committee headed by Fr John that will continue looking
after the different parish ministries.

¢ In line with the guidelines set by the Diocese of Parramatta, the SJ23 Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) will focus on promoting the Church’s mission to
live and communicate the love and values of Christ in our world. Being an
advisory body to the Fr. John, it will seek to: (a) enrich the quality of parish
life and (b) provide opportunities for parishioners to grow in holiness as
well as to discover and live out their personal and community call to
mission to live as Catholics who can effectively transform society.

e The “refreshed” §J23 PPC will be comprised of 4 elected and 3 appointed
parishioners and will start on 1 January 2017. Every two years thereafter,
there will be elections to determine the composition of the PPC.

e We will be making future announcements on the elections for the 2017
PPC, but we are looking at holding this around mid-November, so please
look for these announcements in the forthcoming weekend bulletins and
social media.

FAITH FORMATION TEAM

T We continue to ask for host families from to pray the Rosary at home and
request for our Blessed Mother’s intercessions. Please refer to the bulletin
section for available dates.

T Rose Franco and her team have been announcing in the weekend Masses that
the Way of Mercy relics are to be hosted by Quakers Hill Parish from 15 to
16 October. More details are published in this bulletin as well, so we invite
you to be aware so you can participate in this prayerful event!

St John XXIII Catholic Church 12
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Novena Mass to Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Tuesday nights beginning with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 6.30pm,
Evening Prayer of the Church at 7.00pm, Rosary at 7.15pm, sung Benediction
Mass 7.30pm and Novena prayers at 7:40pm.

If you want the opportunity of having the statue of Our Lady visit your home
contact Bart Sarlabus - bart.sarlabus@gmail.com. Pick up the statue after the Tuesday
novena mass and return a week after before the start of the novena mass.

This is a good time for the whole family to pray the rosary together and maybe
invite some other family members and friends to join you in prayer.

Rosary Statue Family Roster for Tuesday Nights
6 13 20 27
September .
Mathias
4 11 18 25
October
Festejo Sebastian Pangilinan Shalini
1 8 15 22 29
November
Huang Olan Blasonato Viola Pierena
6 13 20 27
December
D’Cunha avatlable Paguinto avatlable
Praise & Worship Schedule
Date Theme Guest Speaker
15 October Fruits of the Holy Spirit (Part 1) Fr. Bong Pamintuan
19 November  Fruits of the Holy Spirit (Part 2) Fr. Bong Pamintuan

FUNDRAISING TEAM ——

We thank you for supporting our 2016 Grand Raffle Draw last Father’s Day, 4
September, 2016. The winners have been published in the bulletin and in our
websites, so our congratulations go out to them. I am pleased to say that we were
sold $33k worth of tickets, very close to our sales target of $40k, and thus made
$13k of fundraising funds for our parish! Again, our profuse thanks for your
support and generosity! .

13 St John XXIII Catholic Church
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Youth Corner

group where our
young people get to know God, the
Catholic faith and each other through
Gospel reflection, music, active

participation at mass, games and food!
So, if you ate in years 4 - 9, come along
to one of our sessions and let us grow
together in our faith.

When:  2nd (choir) and 4th Sunday
Where: St Mark's Staff Room
Time:  4:30 - 7:30 pm

Contact: gtkyouth@gmail.com

Info: http://www.gtkyouth.com/

He{p the ange[s
take Lazarus
up to heaven.

St John XXIII Catholic Church

IGNITE - Enkindling the fire of faith
Young adults from 18 - 35 years of age
meets every 3rd Sunday of the month
after the 6:00pm mass. Monthly guest
speaker, discussions & shared supper

CRL (Conpmunity of the Risen I ord)

When: 2nd Saturdays
Praise & Worship
4th Saturdays
Where: Church
Time: after 6:00pm vigil mass
YFEC (Youth for Chrisi)
When: Meets every 3rd Sundays

Where:
Time:

St Mark’s Staff Room

1:00pm Break open the word
then 6.00pm Youth Mass

14
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Word Find

Listen and turn to God
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Find these words
Angels bad beggar buried dogs expensive fire
Happy hell Lazarus pity suffering
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