Perfection Ave cor Bentwood Tce, Stanhope Gardens

33rd Sunday Ordinary Time
14—15 November 2015
Our Parish
Mission
The parish of St John XXIII is a faith
community with the Eucharist as its
heart. Inspired by John XXIII’s
prophetic opening of the windows of the
Church, we welcome the fresh air of the
Holy Spirit, inviting every person to
share in the responsibility of enriching
the life and faith of our community by
sharing their gifts and talents.”

I know the Lord is always with me.

I will not be shaken for he is right
beside me.

Parish Priest: Fr John McSweeney * FrJohn@john23rd.org.au
Assistant Priest: Fr Robert William * FrRobert@john23rd.org.au
Mass Times
Monday to Friday 9:00am
Also Wednesday 9:00am Holy Cross
Primary during school term
Saturday 9:00am, 6:00pm (Vigil)
Sunday
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am
6:00pm (Youth)
Baptism 12:00pm Sunday by appointment
Reconciliation (First Rite)
Saturday 5:00 - 5:45pm
And after any weekday masses

Parish Office Hours
Tuesday to Friday 8.30 - 4.00pm
Parish Office Contacts
 (02)9852 0580  0403 766468 AH
Secretary: Tanya Gatt
 secretary@john23rd.org.au
Finance: Mila Llamas (Fri)
 accounts@john23rd.org.au
Admin Asst: Jill Franco (Tues/Thurs)
 admin@john23rd.org.au
Business Manager: John McCartney (pro bono)
 businessmanager@john23rd.org.au

Devotions & Prayers
Novena Masses
Tuesday
7:30pm
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
First Friday 7:30pm
Sacred Heart of Jesus
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Tuesday
6:30 - 7:30pm
First Friday 6:30pm followed by
7:15pm Benediction
Saturday
8:00 - 9:00am (Vocations)
Sacrament of the Sick
First Saturday 9:00am Mass or upon request

Divine Office
Friday 12:00pm with Adoration
Sunday 8:15am
Praise & Worship
3rd Saturday 7:30pm
led by SJ23rd Prayer Group
2nd Saturday 7:30pm led by CRL
(Community of the Risen Lord)
Friday evenings 7:00pm church kitchen
(Christ Catholic Community Prayer Group)

From the Pastor’s desk
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ
The themes of the End of Time in today’s reading are concepts that spur us on to
be good, as we prepare for the future life of the Heavenly Sphere of existence.
They encourage us to be full of hope for the promise of Salvation will be ours, if
we but remain faithful to Christ and his Gospel.
Let’s reflect on this all in the coming week and ask our Loving God to help us live
lives worthy of the name “Christian”!
 My thanks to all who attended the Parish Meeting last Wednesday night. It was








a fantastic experience of community, and so many people were encouraged to
become even better stewards of our Parish family and its responsibilities. This
weekend Cecilia Zammit from the Diocesan Chancery will speak to us of the
third part of our Stewardship Programme: generosity in financial giving. This
adds to what has been spoken about over the previous two weekends: prayer
and worship together with service for the Lord and his community.
This week we have First Reconciliations in our Church for the 200+ children
who have been preparing for this Sacrament of God’s Healing. Let’s keep
these youngsters in our thoughts and prayers during the next few days.
There are moves to establish a group for those who have found themselves
suddenly single again through separation, divorce or bereavement. Please see
the Notice in the Parish Affairs section of our bulletin and contact the Office if
this speaks to you and your needs at present
The Parish Council will meet on Wednesday (at the later time of 8pm as I have First
Reconciliations until then!) in the Parish Meeting Room.
Please note that there will be a Charismatic Retreat Mass in our Church next
Sunday afternoon at 2pm, celebrated by Monsignor Ron McFarlane.

Let us continue to keep each other in our prayers
Fr John

St John XXIII Catholic Church
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From the Pastor’s desk

Happy Birthday Eugene D'Cruz! ... a
blessed 95 on the feast of St Martin of
Tours. With Fr John in his St Martin
of Tours chasuble from the pilgrimage
he lead to Santiago de Compostela.

Stewardship Prayer
Let us pray together:
Generous and loving God, You call us
to be disciples of your son Jesus and
good stewards of all your many gifts.
Open our minds and hearts to a
greater awareness and deeper
appreciation of your countless
blessings.
Teach us to be faithful servants of
your gifts. With Mary’s help, may we
return ten-fold the gifts entrusted to
us.
Bless our Parish with a deepening
devotion to prayer, a growing
commitment for service, and
increasing levels of generosity as we
work to advance the mission of both
our parish and diocese.
We pray through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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First Reading
Daniel 12:1-3

Second Reading
Hebrews 10:11-14, 18

When that time comes your own people will be spared.

By a single offering he has achieved the eternal perfection
of those who are sanctified.

'At that time Michael will stand up, the
great prince who mounts guard over
your people. There is going to be a
time of great distress, unparalleled
since nations first came into existence.
When that time comes, your own
people will be spared, all those whose
names are found written in the Book.
Of those who lie sleeping in the dust
of the earth many will awake, some to
everlasting life, some to shame and
everlasting disgrace. The learned will
shine as brightly as the vault of heaven,
and those who have instructed many in
virtue, as bright as stars for all eternity.'
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All the priests stand at their duties
every day, offering over and over again
the same sacrifices which are quite
incapable of taking sins away. Christ,
on the other hand, has offered one
single sacrifice for sins, and then taken
his place for ever, at the right hand of
God, where he is now waiting until his
enemies are made into a footstool for
him. By virtue of that one single
offering, he has achieved the eternal
perfection of all whom he is
sanctifying. When all sins have been
forgiven, there can be no more sin
offerings.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 15:5, 8-11

Gospel Acclamation
Luke 21:36

R. Keep me safe, O God; you are my

Alleluia, alleluia!
Be watchful and pray constantly, that
you may be worthy to stand before the
Son of Man.
Alleluia!

hope.
O Lord, it is you who are my portion and
cup; it is you yourself who are my prize. I
keep the Lord ever in my sight: since he is
at my right hand, I shall stand firm.

R.
And so my heart rejoices, my soul is
glad; even my body shall rest in safety.
For you will not leave my soul among
the dead, nor let your beloved know
decay.
R.
You will show me the path of life, the
fullness of joy in your presence, at
your right hand happiness for ever. R.
St John XXIII Catholic Church
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Gospel
Mark 13:24-32
He shall gather his elect from the four winds.

Jesus said to his disciples: 'In those days, after the time of distress, the sun will be
darkened, the moon will lose its brightness, the stars will come falling from
heaven and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the
Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory; then too he will
send the angels to gather his chosen from the four winds, from the ends of the
world to the ends of heaven.
'Take the fig tree as a parable: as soon as its twigs grow supple and its leaves come
out, you know that summer is near. So with you, when you see these things
happening: know that he is near, at the very gates. I tell you solemnly, before this
generation has passed away all these things will have taken place. Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
'But as for that day or hour, nobody knows it, neither the angels of heaven, nor
the Son; no one but the Father.'
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Do not merely listen to the word, and so
deceive yourselves.
Do what it says.
James 1:22
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Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father
almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
Only Begotten Son of God, born of
the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not
made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he
came down from heaven,
At the words that follow, up to and including
‘and became man’, all bow.
and by the Holy Spirit was
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and
became man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and
was buried, and rose again on the third
day in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead and his
kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins and I look forward
to the resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come.
Amen.
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Readings for Next Week

16 Mon

33rd week ordinary time

17 Tues

33rd week ordinary time

18 Wed

33rd week ordinary time

1st Reading 1 Maccabees 1:10-15.
41-43. 54-57. 62-64
Psalm
Ps 118:53. 61. 134. 150.
155. 158
Gospel
Luke 18:35-43
1st Reading 2 Maccabees 6:18-31
Psalm
Ps 3:2-7
Gospel
Luke 19:1-10

1st Reading 2 Maccabees 7:1. 20-31
Psalm
Ps 16:1. 5-6. 8. 15
Gospel
Luke 19:11-28

19 Thurs Saint Josaphat (M)

1st Reading 1 Maccabees 2:15-29
Psalm
Ps 49:1-2. 5-6. 14-15
Gospel
Luke 19:41-44

20 Fri

33rd week ordinary time

21 Sat

The Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary (M)

1st Reading 1 Maccabees 4:36-37.
52-59
Psalm
1 Chronicles 29:10-12
Gospel
Luke 19:45-48
1st Reading 1 Maccabees 6:1-13
Psalm
Ps 9:2-4. 6. 16. 19
Gospel
Luke 20:27-40
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Gospel Reflection
The three readings for this 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) all speak of the
end of time. This is the appropriate theme as we come to the end of the Church’s
Liturgical Year with the Feast of Christ the King next week.
The apocalyptic Book of Daniel speaks of the End of Time, assuring the people
of Israel that those who have remained faithful to God (“whose names are found
written in the Book (of Life)”) will receive eternal life.
The Gospel of Mark for today picks up this theme of the End of Time, and
utilizing similar language to Daniel offers amazing imagery of the last days: all of
which is meant to help early Christians prepare for Christ’s Second Coming.
And the Letter to the Hebrews – although using different language – also speaks
of the end: Christ has taken his place with the Father, and he is now “waiting until
his enemies are made into a footstool for him”; that is, he is waiting until all hear
the Gospel before returning in Glory.
Given this theme we can see that EXPECTANT WAITING is the hallmark of
the faithful Christian:


We wait in hope for the final fulfilment of Christ’s Sacrifice



We are hope filled people who live in readiness for the End



Our deaths will see us outside of time and thus at the End immediately

These and similar concepts spur us on to be good, as we prepare for the future life
of the Heavenly Sphere of existence. They encourage us to be full of hope for the
promise of Salvation will be ours, if we but remain faithful to Christ and his
Gospel.
Let’s reflect on this all in the coming week and ask our Loving God to help us live
lives worthy of the name “Christian”!

7

St John XXIII Catholic Church

Special intentions
Recently Deceased:
Cyril Pinto, Jannie Charles,
Fr Dave Scott, Trevor Houghton
Anniversary:
Melapos Celdran, K J Anthony,
Soja Anthony
For the sick:
Mark de Jesus, Laura Z Faelnar,
Elizabeth Newnes, Peter O’Leary,
Jackson Tate, Ernesto Coronel,
Helen Hill, Maria Bellia, Edwin Rizon,
Nigel Reynolds, Antoine Said-Pullicino,
Guy Austria, Mariano Antonio
Jon Villaraza
Thanksgiving:
R & J Santos

When putting Mass Intention for
the recently deceased, could you
please put date of death for the
recently deceased person.
Thank you.
For all others that have died
please see the November Book
of Remembrance.

Paying our debt together
Weekly collections
1st Collection:
$ 2,415.00
Funds go to Priest Remuneration Fund, to
support the priests of our Diocese.
2nd Collection:
$ 6,012.50
Loose
$ 2,451.50
PG Envelopes $ 1,965.00
PG by EFT
$ 1,596.00
Pays parish debt and on going running costs,
including wages of staff.
Please contribute more on the Second
Collection as this helps the parish
community
If you would like to be a part of the
church’s plan giving program, an
SJ23rd form (white) is available at the
church foyer or contact the parish
office.

If you or a family member is
homebound and would want to
receive communion in your home
please contact the parish office.

Novena Mass to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Tuesday nights beginning with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 6.30pm,
Evening Prayer of the Church at 7.00pm, Rosary at 7.15pm, sung Benediction
Mass 7.30pm and Novena prayers at 7:40pm.
If you want the opportunity of having the statue visit you in your home contact
Bart Sarlabus. Pick up the statue during the novena and return before the novena.
Rosary Statue Family Roster
17 November Halim Family
November 24 Sarlabus Family
December 1 available
December 8 Pereira Family
December 15 Sebastian Family
December 22 available
St John XXIII Catholic Church
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Parish Pastoral Council Corner
Just as the blood, coursing silently through our veins, gives life, colour and strength to the entire body, so
charity, a hidden but pulsing and life-giving force, makes all our good works effective and meritorious. –
St. John XXIII, 8 March 1959

We thank everyone who attended the
Parish Stewardship meeting last
Wednesday, 11 November at St.
Mark’s College School Hall. It was
truly generous of you to give your time
for this important undertaking of our
parish. Over the next few weeks, we
encourage every parishioner to renew
their personal commitment to parish
life and our community’s vision and
mission by:
 Participating in a parish group or
ministry and in church activities;
and/or
 Starting or increasing their financial
pledge of support for our parish
particularly during the second
collection.
Currently, the income from the second
collection and planned giving
contributions is inadequate to service
interest payments on our Church
Building loan, to pay for its
maintenance while meeting parish
operational costs and running Faith
Programs. We estimate that we need to
raise parish cash inflows to a minimum
of $8k per week – are you able to help?
Please take a Pledge Card and return
this during the weekend masses – every
bit counts towards meeting our goals!
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Please continue to support our young
parishioners joining the 2016 World
Youth Day in Poland by buying $2
tickets to the Diocesan WYD
fundraising raffle to be drawn next
year!
We still need host families for the
Rosary statue from December 22
onwards, so please contact me if you
are interested to host our Mother in
your home.
We will be holding the young Altar
Servers’ training course during 2
Saturdays in November (21 & 28), and
enrolment forms are available in the
church foyer for those interested in
becoming altar servers for the parish.
The Institute for Mission (IFM) of the
Parramatta Diocese is now accepting
enrolments for the 2016 Certificate in
Pastoral Formation course as well as
the 2016 Beginning Theology (BT)
program. Those who would like more
information on these courses may
attend the Nov. 30 IFM Info &
Advent Reflection Night at the IFM
office at Marion St., Blacktown or go
to ifm.org.au for online queries.
Have a blessed week! Bart

St John XXIII Catholic Church

Parish News
This weekend is our last week in the Stewardship Program and as was discussed
last Wednesday in the Parish Assembly we will be collecting your pledges - your
commitment to the second collection for the years ahead. If you have forgotten to
bring in your pledge card, kindly drop it into the parish office this week or
complete a new card now. Thank you for your generosity and for membership of
this Catholic parish here at Stanhope Gardens. Together we can grow our faith
and our faith community! For those who missed the meeting find below a
summary of the financial situation of your parish
OUR WEEKLY FINANCES
Planned giving (envelopes)
$3 620
Second collection loose money: $2 300
Total income
$5 920
Operating expenses
$6 070
Loan repayments
$2 300
Cash shortfall
$2 450
Weekend mass count:
1757 people
Planned givers:
260 envelopes
Average giving:
$14 per week
Our Stewardship target is a $2 500 per week (40%) increase in planned giving.
Can you commit to an extra $5-8 pw either by envelopes or credit card donation?
Am I giving with a happy heart?

Let us not be raiser of funds but rather let us be raiser of givers!
PILGRIMAGE - SPIRITUAL
HIGHLIGHTS OF ITALY
12 days departing 10th October 2016
returning 21 October 2016
From AU$3,985 per person twin share.
Includes:
 Personally assisted by Spiritual
Chaplain Fr Robert
 Return airfares from Sydney & taxes
 Transfer
 12 day Tour
 Prepaid Gratuities
 Daily Buffet breakfasts and many
meals.
St John XXIII Catholic Church

For more information contact
Western City Travel on 02 8883 3017
or 0423 128 252
ar.medina@westerncitytravel.com.au or
FrRobert@john23rd.org.au

2015 Parish Council Meeting
Schedule

Executive (Council leaders)
18 Nov 8:00pm
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Parish News

Diocesan News

“Each one should give then.. not with regret
or out of a sense of duty; for God loves the one
who gives gladly” 2 Cor 9:7 (cheerfully)
The Faith Formation Committee
invites you to spend half a day with the
Lord, in Preparation for Christmas, at
our ANNUAL ADVENT
RETREAT
WHEN: Saturday, 28 November 2015
WHERE: St. John XXIII Parish,
Perfection Ave.
TIME:
9:00am Mass immediately
followed by Reflections led by Fr.
John McSweeney at St. Mark’s
College Staff Room until 11:30am
Please bring a plate to share for a light
lunch after the Retreat

Pastoral Associate:
Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish,
Greystanes, is seeking an energetic and
committed Pastoral Associate for a full
-time position. The successful
applicant will need to show the ability
to empower and support people in a
variety of ministries as well as
demonstrated experience in leadership,
coordination and liturgy. A current
Working with Children Check is
essential. For further information and
an information pack please contact the
parish office tel (02) 9631 8135,
parishoffice@olqp.org.au Application
s close 30 November.

"Suddenly Single Again ? "
Feeling low, lost, overwhelmed by the
idea of having to socialise again after
Separation, Divorce or Bereavement ?
All your friends are married or no
longer include you ?
Just need a chat/Coffee with someone
else in the same situation or would
love to venture back into socialising
again......but lost your confidence ?
For more information please call the
Parish Office......we are working on a
new group to enrich our growing
parish and provide mutual support to
Seperated, Divorced and Bereaved
parishioners.

Mass cards available at the parish
office.
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President
Bart Sarlabus
 bart.sarlabus@gmail.com
Council Team Leaders
Community Bldg
Techie Sarlabus
Comms & Media
John McCartney
Faith Formation
Rose Franco
Fundraising
Rodi Orantia
Liturgy
Ray Samonte
Social Justice
Qwayne Guevarra

St John XXIII Catholic Church

Why we do what we do........
The last of our Sacraments…...
Introduction:
Traditionally referred to as Extreme
Unction or Last Rites, the Sacrament
of the Anointing of the Sick was
previously most commonly
administered to the dying, for the
remission of sins and the provision of
spiritual strength and health. In
modern times, however, its use has
been expanded to all who are gravely ill
or are about to undergo a serious
operation, and the Church stresses a
secondary effect of the sacrament: to
help a person recover his health.
Like Confession and Holy
Communion, to which it is closely
linked, the Sacrament of the Anointing
of the Sick can be repeated as often as
is necessary.
Biblical Roots:
The modern celebration of the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
recalls the early Christian use, going
back to biblical times. When Christ
sent His disciples out to preach, "they
cast out many devils, and anointed with
oil many that were sick, and healed
them" (Mark 6:13). James 5:14-15 ties
physical healing to the forgiveness of
sins:
Is any man sick among you? Let him
bring in the priests of the church, and
let them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord. And
the prayer of faith shall save the sick
man: and the Lord shall raise him up:
and if he be in sins, they shall be
forgiven him.
St John XXIII Catholic Church

Who May Receive the Sacrament?:
Following this biblical understanding,
the Catechism of the Catholic Church
(para. 1514) notes that:
The Anointing of the Sick "is not a
sacrament for those only who are at
the point of death. Hence, as soon as
anyone of the faithful begins to be in
danger of death from sickness or old
age, the fitting time for him to receive
this sacrament has certainly already
arrived."
When in doubt, priests should err on
the side of caution and provide the
sacrament to the faithful who request
it.
The Form of the Sacrament:
The essential rite of the sacrament
consists in the priest (or priests, in the
case of the Eastern Churches) laying
hands on the sick, anointing him with
blessed oil (usually olive oil blessed by
a bishop, but in an emergency, any
vegetable oil will suffice), and praying
"Through this holy anointing may the
Lord in his love and mercy help you
with the grace of the Holy Spirit. May
the Lord who frees you from sin save
you and raise you up."
When circumstances permit, the
Church recommends that the
sacrament take place during Mass, or at
least that it be preceded by Confession
and followed by Holy Communion.
The Minister of the Sacrament:
Only priests (including bishops) can
administer the Sacrament of the
Anointing of the Sick, since, when the
sacrament was instituted during
12

Why we do ..(cont’d)
Christ's sending out of His disciples, it was confined to the men who would
become the original bishops of the Church.
The Effects of the Sacrament:
Received in faith and in a state of grace, the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick provides the recipient with a number of graces, including the fortitude to
resist temptation in the face of death, when he is weakest; a union with the
Passion of Christ, which makes his suffering holy; and the grace to prepare for
death, so that he may meet God in hope rather than in fear. If the recipient was
not able to receive the Sacrament of Confession, Anointing also provides
forgiveness of sins. And, if it will aid in the salvation of his soul, Anointing may
restore the recipient's health.
http://catholicism.about.com/od/beliefsteachings/p/Sac_Anointing.htm

The seven sacraments—Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Communion,
Confession, Marriage, Holy Orders, and the Anointing of the Sick—are the
life of the Catholic Church. Each sacrament is an outward sign of an
inward grace. When we participate in them worthily, each provides us with
graces—with the life of God in our soul. In worship, we give to God that
which we owe Him; in the sacraments, He gives us the graces necessary to
live a truly human life.

Our School Communities

Holy Cross Primary
49 Meurants Lane, Glenwood
Principal: Marina Hardy
 (02) 9629 8742
 holycross@parra.catholic.edu.au
John XXIII and St Mark’s College
160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens
Principal: Dr Peter Webster
 (02) 9852 0500
 stmarks@parra.catholic.edu.au
Catholic Learning Centre
160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens
 (02) 9852 0585
 lcstanhope@parra.catholic.edu.au
www.celcstanhope.catholic.edu.au
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Youth Corner
GTK Youth Group
(Getting to Know)
GTK is the St John XXIII Parish
youth group where our young people
get to know God, the Catholic faith
and each other through
Gospel reflection, music, active
participation at mass, games and food!
So, if you are in years 4 - 9, come along
to one of our sessions and let us grow
together in our faith.
When: 2nd (choir) and 4th Sunday
Where: St Mark's Staff Room
Time: 4:30 - 7:30 pm
Contact: gtkyouth@gmail.com
Info:
http://www.gtkyouth.com/

St John XXIII Catholic Church

CRL
(Community of the Risen Lord)
Praise & worship
When: 2nd & 4th Saturdays
Where: Church
Time: after 6:00pm vigil mass
YFC
(Youth for Christ)
When: Meets every 3rd Sunday
Where: St Mark’s Staff Room
Time: 1:00pm for Break open the
word
6.00pm Youth Mass
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Those who please God will shine like the stars
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Joshi John 0410 066578/9631 1101
joshi@moverealty.com.au

Property Sales & Management
making your move easy…

AD SPACE FOR RENT
PHONE PARISH OFFICE
ON 9852 0580

A Tradition of Care & Concern
Pre-paid funerals available
340 Old Northern Rd. Castle Hill
 9659 0900
www.hillsfamilyfunerals.com.au

M: 0414 467 981

ZAC SAFE DRIVING
SCHOOL
Let me help your kids be safe
drivers
DOMINIC
0412 945264

Environmentally friendly products used
Safe for family and pets
www.allridpests.com.au

O: 8809 7945

Residential Commercial
Body Corporate

AD SPACE FOR RENT
PHONE PARISH OFFICE
ON 9852 0580

To advertise in this space, please contact the parish office

MARN 1461332

Need Legal Advice?
Need Migration Assistance?
Morning Star
Legal & Migration Services
www.morningstarlegal.com.au
or call 0478 173 474

Facebook: Daisy Vittachi

Email : gvittachi@ymail.com

Call Daisy 0404 242 209 /
Stanhope gardens

Names/logos embroidered

Adults/kids Sewing Craft Classes

10% goes to the Church when you use this service

ST JOHN XXIII WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO OUR PARISH COMMUNITY

