The Catholic Parish of StJQXIXIIIIlI
Perfection Ave cor Bentwood Tce, Stanhope Gardens

21st Sunday Ordinary Time

22 - 23 August 2015

Our Parish
Mission
The parish of St Jobn XXIII is a faith
community with the Eucharist as its
heart. Inspired by John XXIII's
prophetic opening of the windows of the
Chureh, we welcome the fresh air of the
Holy Spirit, inviting every person to
share in the responsibility of enriching
the life and faith of onr community by
sharing their gifts and talents.”

Parish Priest: Fr John McSweeney D& FrJohn@john23td.otg.au

Assistant Priest: Fr Robert William P< FrRobert@john23rd.org.au

Mass Times Parish Office Hours
Monday to Friday 9:00am Tuesday to Friday 8.30 - 4.00pm
Also Wednesday 9:00am Holy Cross Parish Office Contacts
Primary during school term & (02)9852 0580 J 0403 766468 AH
Saturday  9:00am, 6:00pm (Vigil) Secretary: Tanya Gatt
Sunday  7:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am DA secretary@john23rd.org.au
6:00pm (Youth) Finance: Mila Llamas (Fri)
Baptism lZOOpm Sﬂﬂd@/ @/ appoiﬂtmem‘ > accounts@john23rd_org_au
Reconciliation (First Rite) Admin Asst: Jill Franco (Tues/Thurs)
Saturday  5:00 - 5:45pm P4 admin@john23td.org.au
And after any weekday masses Business Manager: John McCartney (pro bono)

Novena Masses Sacrament of the Sick
Tuesday 7:30pm First Saturday 9:00am Mass or upon request

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Divine Office
First Friday 7:30pm Friday 12:00pm with Adoration

Sacred Heatt of Jesus Sunday 8:15am
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  Praise & Worship
Tuesday 6:30 - 7:30pm 3rd Saturday ~ 7:30pm
First Friday 6:30pm followed by led by SJ23td Prayer Group

7:15pm Benediction 2nd Saturday  7:30pm

Saturday ~ 8:00 - 9:00am (I ocations) led by CRL (Community of the Risen Lord)



J&hn

XXIII

From the Pastor’s desk

In reflecting on the First Reading and the Gospel for the 215t Sunday in Ordinary
Time (Year B), let’s not imitate the ‘many’ who walk away from the ‘hard sayings’
of the Lord, muttering under their breath. “this is intolerable language. How can
anyone accept it?” Rather, let’s imitate the Disciples and say: “Lord, to whom can
we gor You have the words of everlasting life”; and let’s also imitate the People of
Israel in their words: “we too will serve the Lord, for He is our God”! Only when
we embrace the Truth will we truly be free!

This weekend we have our annual Collection for
Catholic Mission. Despite all the demands on us, let’s
be generous - so that the Gospel may be proclaimed
through word and deed throughout the world.

This week we have the monthly Baptism Preparation
Evening in the Church at 7:30pm.

Our second Enquiry Night for RCIA is on Wednesday
evening in the Church Kitchen at 7:30pm. All welcome.

And we continue to pray for those being confirmed this
week on Friday night at 7:30 and on Saturday afternoon
at 2:00pm.

We also welcome Fr. Robert back to the Parish on Friday
28th after celebrating his niece’s wedding in India.

Have a blessed week, everyone. Let’s continue to pray for
one another.

Fr. John
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Some sayings of the saints for our reflection. ..

“From silly devotions and sour-faced saints, good Lord, deliver us!”
St. Teresa of Avila

“As patience leads to peace, and study to science, so are humiliations the path that
leads us to humility”.

St. Bernard of Clairvaux

“Pray as though everything depended on God. Work as though everything
depended on you”.

St. Augustine

“The wortld would have peace if only men of politics would follow the Gospels”.
St. Bridget of Sweden

“It is not enough just to wish well; we must also do well”.

St. Ambrose

“The wotld is a book, and those who do not travel read only a page”.

St. Augustine

(Should this be the theme for those who go on Pilgrimages?!!)

“You can win more converts with a spoonful of honey than with a barrelful of
vinegar”.

St. Francis de Sales

“No one is to be called an enemy; all are your benefactors, and no one does you
harm. You have no enemy except yourselves”.

St. Francis of Assisi

Oraisel
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First Reading
Joshua 24:1-2, 15-18

We will serve the 1ord God, because be is onr God.

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel
together at Shechem; then he called
the elders, leaders, judges and scribes
of Israel, and they presented
themselves before God. Then Joshua
said to all the people: 'If you will not
serve the Lord, choose today whom
you wish to serve, whether the gods
that your ancestors served beyond the
River, or the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you are now living. As for
me and my House, we will serve the

Lord.'

The people answered, 'We have no
intention of deserting the Lord our
God who brought us and our
ancestors out of the land of Egypt, the
house of slavery, who worked those
great wonders before our eyes and
preserved us all along the way we
travelled and among all the peoples
through whom we journeyed. We too
will serve the Lotd, for he is our God.'

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

XXIII

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 33:2-3,16-23

R. Taste and see the goodness of
the Lord.

1 will bless the Lord at all times, his
praise always on my lips; in the Lord
my soul shall make its boast. The
humble shall hear and be glad. R.

The Lord turns his face against the
wicked to destroy their remembrance
from the earth. The Lord turns his
eyes to the just and his ears to their
appeal. R.

They call and the Lord hears and
rescues them in all their distress. The
Lord is close to the broken-hearted;
those whose spirit is crushed he will
save. R.

Many are the trials of the just man but
from them all the Lord will rescue
him. He will keep guard over all his
bones, not one of his bones shall be
broken. R.

Evil brings death to the wicked; those
who hate the good are doomed. The
Lord ransoms the souls of his servants.
Those who hide in him shall not be
condemned. R.

Gospel Acclamation

of John 6:63,68

Alleluia, alleluial

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life: you have the words of everlasting life.

Alleluia!

St John XXIII Catholic Church
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Second Reading

Epbhesians 5:21-32
This is the great mystery, it applies to Christ and the Church.

Give way to one another in obedience to Christ. Wives should regard their
husbands as they regard the Lord, since as Christ is head of the Church and saves
the whole body, so is a husband the head of his wife; and as the Church submits
to Christ, so should wives submit to their husbands, in everything. Husbands
should love their wives just as Christ loved the Church and sacrificed himself for
her to make her holy. He made her clean by washing her in water with a form of
words, so that when he took her to himself she would be glorious, with no speck
or wrinkle or anything like that, but holy and faultless. In the same way, husbands
must love their wives as they love their own bodies; for a man to love his wife is
for him to love himself. A man never hates his own body, but he feeds it and
looks after it; and that is the way Christ treats the Church, because it is his body -
and we are its living parts. For this reason, a man must leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one body. This mystery has
many implications; but I am saying it applies to Christ and the Church.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Jobn 6:60-69

Lord, whom shall we go to? You have the words of everlasting life.

After hearing his doctrine many of the followers of Jesus said, "This is intolerable
language. How could anyone accept it?' Jesus was aware that his followers wete
complaining about it and said, 'Does this upset your What if you should see the
Son of Man ascend to where he was before?

Tt is the spirit that gives life, the flesh has nothing to offer. The words I have
spoken to you are spirit and they are life.

'But there are some of you who do not believe.' For Jesus knew from the outset
those who did not believe, and who it was that would betray him. He went on,
"This is why I told you that no one could come to me unless the Father allows
him." After this, many of his disciples left him and stopped going with him.

Then Jesus said to the Twelve, "What about you, do you want to go away too?'
Simon Peter answered, 'Lord, who shall we go to? You have the message of
eternal life, and we believe; we know that you are the Holy One of God.'

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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I believe in one God, the Father
almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
Only Begotten Son of God, born of
the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not
made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he
came down from heaven,

At the words that follow, up to and including
‘and became man’, all bow.
and by the Holy Spirit was
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and
became man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and
was buried, and rose again on the third
day in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead and his
kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.

I confess one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins and I look forward
to the resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come.
Amen.

17 Mon 20th ordinary time
1st Reading Judges 2:11-19

Psalm Ps 105:34-37. 39-40. 43-
44

Gospel Matthew 19:16-22

18 Tues 20th ordinary time
1st Reading Judges 6:11-24
Psalm Ps 84:9. 11-14
Gospel Matthew 19:23-30

19 Wed 19th ordinary time
1st Reading Judges 9:6-15
Psalm Ps 20:2-7
Gospel Matthew 20:1-16

20 Thurs Saint Bernard (M)
1st Reading Judges 11:29-39
Psalm Ps 39:5.7-10
Gospel Matthew 22:1-14

21 Fri Saint Pius X (M)
1st Reading Ruth 1:1. 3-6. 14-16. 22
Psalm Ps 145:5-10
Gospel Matthew 22:34-40

22 Satr  The Queenship of the

Blessed Virgin Mary (M)

1st Reading Ruth 2:1-3. 8-11; 4:13-17
Psalm Ps 127:1-5
Gospel Matthew 23:1-12

St John XXIII Catholic Church
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Gospel Reflection

The First Reading from the Book of Joshua and the final part of John
Chapter 6 (the Gospel for this 21t Sunday in Ordinary time (Year B)) have

similar themes.

In the Book of Joshua we have the story of the renewal of the Sinai Covenant
in the Land of Israel. The People must now choose: the one and only God
or imitation gods (the gods beyond the River Euphrates and the gods of the
Amorites). The People choose the Lord God of Israel: “we will serve the
Lord”.

And there is a choice placed before Jesus’ followers: they had been party to
the Sign of the Multiplication of the Loaves and Fish and Jesus’ explanation
of the Sign, which included the concepts of the Word as nourishment and the
Eucharist as the life-giving gift of Salvation — and now they must choose to
accept or reject the teaching of Christ. Some walked away, while the 12
remain. Those who accept must now accept the Message of the Lord in its
entirety, accepting Jesus as Messiah and accepting the challenge of loving like
Jesus (unconditionally).

So... what will we do?
Do we accept the Teaching of Christ in its entirety?
Do we believe that Jesus is God, the Second Person of the Trinity?
Do we embrace the challenge of unconditional love of neighbour?

In reflecting on the Scriptures let’s reflect on our answers to the above
questions. Let’s not imitate the ‘many’ who walk away from the ‘hard saying’
of the Lord, muttering under their breath. “this is intolerable language. How
can anyone accept it?” Rather, let’s imitate the Disciples and say: “Lord, to
whom can we go? You have the words of everlasting life”; and let’s also
imitate the People of Israel in their words: “we too will serve the Lord, for
He is our God”!

7 St John XXl Catholic Church
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Parish Pastoral Council Corner

Each one of you ought to be able to say: I have not plonghed furrows of division and distrust, nor have I
saddened immortal souls throngh my suspicions and fears. 1 have been open, trustworthy and trusting.
Even those who do not share my ideals have received my sympathy as a brother or sister, so that I might
not impede the great plan of Providence when, in its time, it comes to fulfillment. —

St. Jobn XXIII, 22 November 1963

Next Sunday, 30 August, we will be celebrating the 101st World Day of Migrants

and Refugees. The Holy Father, Pope Francis, has chosen the theme “Church

without frontiers, Mother to all” for this day, identifying migrants and refugees
to be in need of our special attention and care, as they are our brothers and sisters

“who are trying to escape difficult living conditions and dangers of every

kind.” (Message, 2015)

* The Social Justice team under Qwayne Guevara has invited speakers from the
House of Welcome who will share their insights on the current issues affecting
refugees and migrants. They will set up a stall with resources to broaden our
understanding of these issues so that we all can move forward towards a more
just world.

* To add color to our liturgical celebration of Migrant Sunday, we encourage
parishioners to come in the national costume of their birth country during the
weekend masses. We are also organizing a multicultural food fiesta for the
morning masses and the youth groups might put up a sausage sizzle for the
evening masses. Please contact Techie Sarlabus of the Community Building
team if you wish to donate a dish for the fiesta or to assist in the day’s activities.

We still need host families for the Rosary statue from Sept. 15 onwards and for

the month of October, so please contact me if you are interested to host our

Mother in your home.

Our young parishioners have shown great interest in participating in the 2016

Wortld Youth Day in Poland. To help finance their trip, our youths ate selling $2

tickets to the Diocesan WYD fundraising raffle to be drawn next year. Please

support them generously and buy tickets! Have a blessed week! Bart

Novena Mass to Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Tuesday nights beginning with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 6.30pm,
Evening Prayer of the Church at 7.00pm, Rosary at 7.15pm, sung Benediction Mass
7.30pm and Novena prayers at 7:40pm.

If you want the opportunity of having the statue visit you in your home contact
Bart Sarlabus. Pick up the statue during the novena and return before the novena.

Rosary Statue Family Roster
25 August  Agbulos Family 1 September Sultana Family
8 September Manalo Family 15 September 7/ open

St John XXIII Catholic Church 8
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Recently Deceased: Weekly collections

Maria Stagnitta, Leovina Aguilar, 1st Collection: $ 2367.45

Leo Simon, Maurice De Niess, Funds go to Priest Remuneration Fund, to
Denis Sullivan, Sammy Formosa, support the priests of onr Diocese.
Concepcion Zozobrado Quirante, 2nd Collection: $ 5.328.95
Robert Choo Loose §1850.95
Anniversary: PG Envelapes  § 1882.00

Paul Rajanayagan, Emilia Mifsud, PG by EFT $ 1596.00
Joseph Ryan C Reyes, Pays parish debt and on going running costs,
Choo Puck Hoe, including wages of staff.

Please contribute more on the Second
Collection as this helps the parish
community

If you would like to be a part of the
church’s plan giving program, an
§J23rd form (white) is available at the
church foyer or contact the parish
office.

Reynolds M Reyes,
For the sick:
Mark de Jesus,
Laura Z Faelnar,
Helen Hill,
Thanksgiving:
Mr & Mrs Melanius Sebastian,
R J Santos & Family,

Maglaya Apolinario

If you or a family member is
homebound and would want to

receive communion in your home
please contact the parish office.

Social Justice corner

We are looking for additional members to the

Social Justice Committee of the Parish. If you THUE socIAI- JUS"CE
feel that you are being called to serve, would like BEGINS ”‘OEN Ds
to extend a helping hand and provide moral &

spiritual support to those in need then come and  \\fITH THE GOSPEL OF

join the team. If you would like to learn more, G 0 D

send as an email. We meet every third Thursday.

Come & join us!

We are also preparing for Migrant & Refugee

Sunday Festivities - if you are interested in

helping out feel free to contact us.

9 St John XXl Catholic Church
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Why we do what we do

Continning on from last week’s itens about the Mass

The Parts of the Mass

In talking or thinking about the Mass,
first attention should be given to the
Eucharistic Prayer. This, the center of
the Mass, is that part when the Church
recalls Jesus Christ, does again what
the Lord did at the Last Supper, and
Prays with Him to the Heavenly
Father. The Eucharistic Prayer is the
heart of the Mass and deserves our
close attention, our "Amen."

The Eucharistic Prayer is followed by
the Communion Rite. Starting with the
Our Father, we prepare for Holy
Communion with our Lord.

Immediately before the Eucharistic
Prayer is the short Offertory. Now the
bread and wine, usually brought to the
priest in a procession, are offered to

God.

And before the Offertory there is a
"Liturgy of the Word," when we listen
to selected readings from the Bible and
have them explained in the homily. At
this time in the Mass, we review our
sacred writings, our written heritage.

And before the Liturgy of the Word,
there is a short Introductory Rite. In
this we express our sinfulness and say
together prayers to our God.

Every Mass we join in, ideally, means
going through a familiar beloved
journey which, though familiar, is
different and novel every time.

The Preparatory Rites

After processing to the sanctuary and
reverencing the Blessed Sacrament, the
priest kisses the altar because the altar
represents the Body of Christ and is
the sacred place of sacrifice.

During the procession you may join in
a hymn. Then you receive an opening
greeting from the priest. There follows
a short penitential rite. At this time you
should recall your own failures, sins,
selfishness and pride and should ask
God's pardon and mercy with the help
of the subsequent prayers.

If the "Gloria" is said, make this an
expression of your praise of God.
Then listen to the Opening Prayer of
the Mass and make its sentiments your
own. This you do by saying "Amen" at
its end.

(to be continued)

http:/ | www.catholiclitnrgy.com

2015 Parish Council Meeting
Schedule

St John XXIII Catholic Church

Executive (Council leaders)
18 Nov 16 Sep

General (a// Parish Council members)
18 Aug  7:30pm - 9:00pm

St Marks College Staff
room
During the General Meeting, our
School Executives and Finance
committee are invited to provide
updates. Parishioners are all invited
to come and be part of this meeting.

10
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Parish Notices

Migrant & Refugee Sunday will be next Sunday 30 August 2015 and we are all
encourage to be part of celebrating our stories as we all have our own migrant
stories to share, even down our history.

The event will begin with Mass at 10:30am. From there, we will have
opportunities to celebrate outside, near the kitchen.

Please be part of the celebrations, you can do so by:

Wearing a Traditional Dress: all those who are interested in being part of the
procession at 10:30am, please let our Liturgy Coordinator know — Ray Samonte.

Bring a plate to share: if you have specialities to share with each other, bring
them along, the more the merrier!

Donate to the House of Welcome: The House of Welcome will be our guests at
the event. They will be here to answer any questions you may have on refugees
and asylum secker issues in Australia. They are an organisation who provide
opportunities and material support to our brothers and sisters in need. They are
always looking for donations for families they assist.

You can bring the following to donate: long life food, such as rice, noodles, tea
and coffee or non-food for everyday living such as dishwashing liquid, nappies,
toilet paper, deodorant, soap, lightbulbs.

Updates on Facebook — Find the St John 23t Parish FB Page and our event: we
will be updating you all there.

Any questions, have an idea, or would like to assist the Social Justice Committee,

please email us sj.john23rd@gmail.com

Thanks for your support and we will see you all there next week!

| WASTHIRSTY &YOU GAVE
ME SOMETHING TO DRINK

Matthew 25:35

Each year, thousands of children across Madagascar die
from preventable diseases like diarrhoea due to a lack of
clean water and proper sanitation. By supporting the
Catholic Mission Church Appeal today or by partnering with
us through your monthly gift, you are helping missionaries,
like Sister Rose Rasoavololona, provide life-saving physical
water as well as spiritual support, which together makes up
the Living Water the country so urgently needs.

catholic
mission Freecall: 1800 257 296
Keach out. Give life. catholicmission.org.au/water

=
I St John XXl Catholic Church
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Parish Notices

Krakow

WYD

Our youth of §J23rd will be selling
raffle tickets. Help our youth to raise
funds to assist them on their journey
to WYD.

If you are between 18 & 35yrs and is
interested to go in this journey, please

Help our youth raise funds to enable them o ail gtkyouth@gmail.com

to join WYD 2016 Krakow Poland

Help Needed

We are looking for a kind soul who is
able to give an elderly lady living at the
Anglican Retirement Village, The
Ponds, a lift to and from mass on
weekends (Sat or Sun). If you are able
to do so, please contact Jill on

9852-0583 or admin@john23rd.org.au
Thank you.

Paris to Compostela

A 22 Day Pilgrimage Journey
There are still 4 places available on
this remarkable pilgrimage, lead by
Fr John McSweeney, through France,
Spain & Portugal. The highlight of this
experience will be the opportunity to
walk over 100km of the Camino de
Santiago, also know as “The Way of St
James’. This pilgrimage (organised by
Harvest Pilgrimages) begins on Sunday
20th September and concludes on
Sunday 11th October.

For more information please contact:
Leesa Gillard
lgillard@parra.catholic.edu.au

REMINDER
When booking for Parish Events in
Church and meetings in the Parish
Office, please confirm bookings prior
to the date through the parish
secretary. Thank you.

SVdP DOORKNOCK APPEAL
THIS WEEKEND

Dear parishioners, do you feel like
doing some community service this
weekend and living your faith? Well
this weekend is your chance ! Take a
step out of your comfort zone (not a
big step), and come doorknocking with
us. We need your help.
Venue: Nirimba Campus of St John
Paul II Catholic College, Eastern Road,
Quakers Hill

Please arrive any time between 9am &
2pm, Saturday or Sunday

We look forward to seeing you this
weekend. If you have any questions at
all, please don't hesitate to contact:

Michael on 0425 362 043 or
michael.s@plansource.com.au

God bless you.

St John XXIII Catholic Church
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Diocese News

Position vacant

Employment opportunity at Australian
Catholic University (ACU).

Academic
Programs

Coordinator, Catholic

* Foster professional development of
staff within the University's
Catholic identity and mission.

* Implement a dynamic vision for
staff formation.

* Full time, continuing position with
a national strategic focus based in
North Sydney.

To apply and view the full advert, and
position description, visit

www.acu.edu.au/careers

PARISH COUNCIL

President Bart Sarlabus
DA bart.satlabus@gmail.com
Council Team Leaders

Vocation Discernment Afternoon:
30 August

All young men who feel God might be
calling them to the priesthood are
invited to the Catholic Diocese of
Parramatta’s Vocation Discernment
Afternoon. The afternoon starts at
2pm and concludes with a shared meal
at 6pm. Holy Spirit Seminary is at 31-
33 Allen Street, Harris Park. To find
out more about priesthood in the
Diocese of Parramatta contact the
Director of Priestly Vocations, Fr
Warren Edwards, tel 0409 172 700 or
send an email to:
vocations@patra.catholic.org.au

Our School Communities

Holy Cross Primary

49 Meurants Lane, Glenwood
Principal: Marina Hardy

B (02) 9629 8742

>4 holycross@parra.catholic.edu.au
John XXIII and St Mark’s College
160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens
Principal: Dr Peter Webster

o=

Community Bldg ~ Techie Sarlabus a  (02) 9852 0500 .
Comms & Media  John McCartney >4 stmarks@parra.catholic.edu.au
Evangelicum tha Catholic Learning Centre
Faith Formation Rose Franco 160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens
Fundraising Rodi Orantia &  (02) 98520585
Liturgy Ray Samonte DA lestanhope@patra.catholic.edu.au
Pastoral Care tha www.celcstanhope.catholic.edu.a
Social Justice Qwayne Guevarra

13 St John XXl Catholic Church
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GTK Youth Group CRL
(Getting to Know) (Communnity of the Risen Lord)
GTK is the St John XXIII Parish  Praise & worship
youth group where our young people  When: 2nd & 4th Saturdays
get to know God, the Catholic faith  Where: Church
and cach other through Time: after 6:00pm vigil mass
Gospel reflection, music, active

participation at mass, games and food! YFC

So, if you are in years 4 - 9, come along (Youth for Chrisi)

to one of our sessions and let us grow ~ When: Meets every 3rd Sunday
together in our faith. Where: St Mark’s Staff Room
When: 2nd (choir) and 4th Sunday Time: 1:00pm for Break open the
Where: St Mark's Staff Room word

Time: 4:30 - 7:30 pm 6.00pm Youth Mass

Contact: gtkyouth@gmail.com

Info:  http://www.gtkyouth.com/

Unscramble

TRUN [ TT1]

2 4 5

KCAB EED]]
LAEEV [T TTT]
g 1 3

OWOLLF (ml I?I [ [ ]
GVIE [ITT]
9 1
"Lord, to whom shall we go? You have
the words of S EEEEEEEREEEN
John 6:68 (NIV) 123 4 56 7 5 910 1
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The Lord has the words of everlasting life
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WORD SEARCH
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eternal

beginning  betray  bread
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understand

speak  Spirit  twelve

Simon Peter
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