
1 7 t h  S u n d a y  O r d i n a r y  T i m e  
2 5  -  2 6  J u l y  2 0 1 5  

Perfection Ave cor Bentwood Tce, Stanhope Gardens 

O u r  P a r i s h  
M i s s i o n  

The parish of St John XXIII is a faith 
community with the Eucharist as its 

heart. Inspired by John XXIII’s 
prophetic opening of the windows of the 
Church, we welcome the fresh air of the 

Holy Spirit, inviting every person to 
share in the responsibility of enriching 
the life and faith of our community by 

sharing their gifts and talents.” 

Parish Priest:  Fr John McSweeney        FrJohn@john23rd.org.au  

Assistant Priest:  Fr Robert William   FrRobert@john23rd.org.au 

Mass Times 
Monday to Friday  9:00am  
Also Wednesday   9:00am Holy Cross  
           Primary during school term  
Saturday   9:00am,  6:00pm (Vigil)     
Sunday    7:30am,  9:00am,  10:30am  
 6:00pm (Youth) 
Baptism  12:00pm Sunday by appointment 
Reconciliation (First Rite) 
Saturday 5:00 - 5:45pm  
  And after any weekday masses 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday to Friday  8.30 - 4.00pm   
Parish Office Contacts 

  (02)9852 0580   ( 0403 766468  AH  
Secretary:   Tanya Gatt   

   secretary@john23rd.org.au 
Finance: Mila Llamas  (Fri)  

    accounts@john23rd.org.au 
Admin Asst:  Jill Franco (Tues/Thurs) 

    admin@john23rd.org.au 
Business Manager: John McCartney (pro bono) 

D e v o t i o n s  &  P r a y e r s  

Novena Masses  
Tuesday   7:30pm 
 Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
First Friday   7:30pm 
 Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Tuesday  6:30 - 7:30pm      
First Friday  6:30pm followed by   
 7:15pm Benediction  
Saturday    8:00 - 9:00am (Vocations) 

Sacrament of the Sick 
First Saturday  9:00am Mass or upon request 
Divine Office  
Friday    12:00pm with Adoration 
Sunday   8:15am  
Praise & Worship     
3rd Saturday    7:30pm  
 led by SJ23rd Prayer Group 
2nd Saturday   7:30pm 
   led by CRL (Community of the Risen Lord) 
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As I mention in today’s Reflection on the Readings, 
Jesus is the source of all nourishment for humankind; 
indeed, He is the one who can feed the world. His Word 
is a source of nourishment for all who hear his Teaching; 
and, as we shall see in coming weeks, Jesus will also feed 
the multitude with His Body and Blood. In the week 
ahead let’s ask ourselves “What does the Sunday 
Celebration of the Mass really mean to me? Am I aware 
of the Lord’s presence in the Proclamation of the Word? 
Am I aware of the Lord’s presence in the Eucharist 
which I receive? Indeed, do I let the Lord fill me with his 
presence so that I am satisfied and do not hunger for 
other less nourishing sustenance?”  

 

We welcome Fathers Michael Smith and Robert 
Melnick OFM CONV to our Parish this weekend, and thank them for their 
ministry among us. 

The Baptism Preparation Evening for baptisms to be celebrated in August will 
be held in the Church on Wednesday evening (29th July) from 7:30-8:30pm. 
Godparents are encouraged to attend this Information Evening as well as the 
parents of the children to be baptised. 

The Parent Information Evening for the Confirmation Programme will be 
held in the Church this Thursday evening (30th July) from 7:30-8:30pm. At 
least one parent is required to be in attendance for this Adult Education and 
Formation event. 

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) – the programme that helps 
people become members of the Catholic Church – will commence soon. There 
will be two (2) Enquiry Nights in August: either Thursday 20th August or 
Wednesday 26th August. Both evenings will be held in the Church Kitchen, 
commencing at 7:30pm. If you know of someone who may be interested in 
finding out more about the Catholic Tradition of Christianity, please invite 
them to one of these Enquiry Nights. 

Saturday 1st August is the First Saturday of the month, and therefore the 9am 
Mass will contain the Liturgy of the Anointing of the Sick within it; and there 
will be Adoration and Benediction afterwards until 10am. All welcome. 

God bless you all. I will keep you in prayer during my time in the Diocese of 
Bathurst this weekend. Fr. John 

From the Pastor’s desk 
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E v a n g e l i c u m  

(continuing the ACBC summary of Pope Francis’ Encyclical, Laudato Si’) 

III. THE HUMAN ROOTS OF THE ECOLOGICAL CRISIS (101Ȥ136) 

This chapter analyses the current situation “so as to consider not only its 
symptoms but also its deepest causes” (15), in a dialogue with philosophy and the 
social sciences. 

1. Technology: creativity and power: It is right to appreciate and recognize the 
benefits of technological progress for its contribution to sustainable development. 
But technology gives “those with the knowledge, and especially the economic 
resources to use them, an impressive dominance over the whole of humanity and 
the entire world” (104). Humanity needs “a sound ethics, a culture and spirituality 
genuinely capable of setting limits and teaching clear-minded self-restraint” (105). 

2. The globalization of the technocratic paradigm: The dominant 
technocratic mentality perceives reality as something that can be manipulated 
limitlessly. It is a reductionism that involves all aspects of life. Technological 
products are not neutral, for “they create a framework which ends up 
conditioning lifestyles and shaping social possibililties” (107). The technocratic 
paradigm also dominates economy and politics. In particular, “the economy 
accepts every advance in technology with a view to profit ...]. Yet by itself the 
market cannot guarantee integral human development and social inclusion” (109). 
Trusting technology alone to resolve every problem means “to mask the true and 
deepest problems of the global system” (111), given “that scientific and 
technological progress cannot be equated with the progress of humanity and 
history” (113). A “cultural revolution” (114) is needed to recover values. 

3. The crisis and effects of modern anthropocentrism: Putting technical 
reasoning above reality, modern anthropocentrism no longer recognizes nature as 
a valid norm and living refuge (Guardini). 

We thereby lose the possibility of understanding the place of human beings in the 
world and our relationship with nature, while “our ‘dominion’ over the universe 
should be understood more properly in the sense of responsible 
stewardship” (116). The critique of a misguided anthropocentrism is not a move 
towards an equally imbalanced “biocentrism”, but towards an “adequate 
anthropology” (118) that keeps in first place “the importance of interpersonal 
relations” 

(119) and the protection of all human life. “Concern for the protection of nature 
is also incompatible with the justification of abortion” (120). 

12 
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F i r s t  R e a d i n g  
2 Kings 4:42-44 

They will eat and have some left over. 

A man came from Baal-shalishah, 
bringing Elisha, the man of God, 
bread from the first-fruits, twenty 
barley loaves and fresh grain in the ear. 
'Give it to the people to eat,' Elisha 
said. But his servant replied, 'How can 
I serve this to a hundred men?' 'Give it 
to the people to eat' he insisted for the 
Lord says this, "They will eat and have 
some over."' He served them; they ate 
and had some over, as the Lord had 
said. 

The word of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

R e s p o n s o r i a l  P s a l m  
Ps 144:10-11, 15-18 

R. The hand of the Lord feeds us; 
he answers all our needs. 

All your creatures shall thank you, O 
Lord, and your friends shall repeat 
their blessing. They shall speak of the 
glory of your reign and declare your 
might, O God.     R. 

The eyes of all creatures look to you 
and you give them their food in due 
time. You open wide your hand, grant 
the desires of all who live.   R. 

The Lord is just in all his ways and 
loving in all his deeds. He is close to all 
who call him, who call on him from 
their hearts.     R. 

S e c o n d  R e a d i n g  
Ephesians 4:1-6 

There is one body, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism. 

I, the prisoner in the Lord, implore 
you to lead a life worthy of your 
vocation. Bear with one another 
charitably, in complete selflessness, 
gentleness and patience. Do all you can 
to preserve the unity of the Spirit by 
the peace that binds you together. 
There is one Body, one Spirit, just as 
you were all called into one and the 
same hope when you were called. 
There is one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, and one God who is Father 
of all, through all and within all. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

G o s p e l  A c c l a m a t i o n  
Luke 7:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
A great prophet has appeared among 
us; God has visited his people. 
Alleluia! 
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He distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. 

Jesus went off to the other side of the Sea of Galilee - or of Tiberias - and a large 
crowd followed him, impressed by the signs he gave by curing the sick. Jesus 
climbed the hillside, and sat down there with his disciples. It was shortly before 
the Jewish feast of Passover. 

Looking up, Jesus saw the crowds approaching and said to Philip, 'Where can we 
buy some bread for these people to eat?' He only said this to test Philip; he 
himself knew exactly what he was going to do. Philip answered, 'Two hundred 
denarii would only buy enough to give them a small piece each.' One of his 
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said, 'There is a small boy here with five 
barley loaves and two fish; but what is that between so many?' Jesus said to them, 
'Make the people sit down.' There was plenty of grass there, and as many as five 
thousand men sat down. Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks and gave them 
out to all who were sitting ready; he then did the same with the fish, giving out as 
much as was wanted. When they had eaten enough he said to the disciples, 'Pick 
up the pieces left over, so that nothing gets wasted.' So they picked them up, and 
filled twelve hampers with scraps left over from the meal of five barley loaves. 
The people, seeing this sign that he had given, said, 'This really is the prophet who 
is to come into the world.' Jesus, who could see they were about to come and take 
him by force and make him king, escaped back to the hills by himself. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

G o s p e l  
John 6:1-15 
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27 Mon  17th ordinary time 
 1st Reading Exodus 32:15-24. 30-34 
 Psalm  Ps 105:19-23  
 Gospel  Matthew 13:31-35  
28 Tues 17th ordinary time 
 1st Reading Exodus 33:7-11; 34:5-9.28 
 Psalm  Ps 102:6-13 
 Gospel  Matthew 13:36-43  
29 Wed Saint Martha (M) 
 1st Reading 1 John 4:7-16  
 Psalm  Ps 33:2-11  
 Gospel  John 11:19-27  
30 Thurs  17th ordinary time 
 1st Reading Exodus 40:16-21. 34-38 
 Psalm  Ps 83:3-6. 8. 11 
 Gospel  Matthew 13:47. 53 
31 Fri 17th ordinary time 
 1st Reading Leviticus 23:1. 4-11. 15-
   16. 27. 34-37  
 Psalm  Ps 80:3-6. 10-11 
 Gospel  Matthew 13:54-58 
 1 Sat Saint Alphonsus Liguori 
 1st Reading Leviticus 25:1. 8-17 
 Psalm  Ps 66:2-3. 5. 7-8 
 Gospel  Matthew 5:10 

If you or a family member is 
homebound and would want to 

receive communion in your home 
please contact the parish office. 

R e a d i n g s  f o r  N e x t  W e e k  

I believe in one God, the Father 
almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of 

the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, true 

God from true God, begotten, not 
made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven,  
At the words that follow, up to and including 

‘and became man’, all bow. 
and by the Holy Spirit was 

incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man. 

For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and 

was buried, and rose again on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the 

Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and 

apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead and the 

life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

N i c e n e  C r e e d  
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G o s p e l  R e f l e c t i o n  

For those of us who have had to prepare meals for a large number of    people, 
the worst-case scenario is the fear that the food will run out, that the end of the 
line will reach the buffet table only to find a few scraggly lettuce leaves and the 
remains of the beetroot bowl! 

With this in mind we can readily understand the consternation – if not downright 
fear – that possessed the Disciples when Jesus tells them to give the crowds 
something to eat! We are told that there were 5000 men following the Lord that 
day, and this is not counting all the women and children. 

Andrew’s words contain a note of anxiety: “There is a small boy here with five 
barley loaves and two fish; but what is that between so many?” 

But this was enough for the Lord! And, at the end of the scene we realize that 
Jesus is the source of all nourishment for humankind; indeed, he is the one who 
can feed the world. His Word is a source of nourishment for all who hear his 
Teaching; and, as we shall see in coming weeks, Jesus will also feed the multitude 
with His Body and Blood; 

Furthermore, the food that he gives is special food, a food that satisfies, for they 
“ate as much as they wanted”. And this satisfying food – His Word and Himself in 
the Eucharist – fills the believer so that they need hunger no more. 

In the week ahead let’s ask ourselves “What does the Sunday Celebration of the 
Mass really mean to me? Am I aware of the Lord’s presence in the Proclamation 
of the Word? Am I aware of the Lord’s presence in the Eucharist which I receive? 
Indeed, do I let the Lord fill me with his presence so that I am satisfied and do 
not hunger for other less nourishing sustenance?” 
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Recently Deceased: 

Ferdinano Palcio, John Devereaux, 
Louis Braganza, David Buttigieg, 
Herman Banayao, Charles Gow, 
Florence Gilroy, Cherie Etcell   
Sue Fuller 

Born to eternal life: 

William Mifsud & Family, 
Tinadasa Wickramasinghe, 
Dotty Wickramasinghe,  
Bart Canlas, Florinda Lisangan, 
Angelita Perez, Sammy Formosa  

Anniversary: 

Anthony Crasto, Stuart Cook, 
Jessie Nicol, Arturro Cobarubbias, 
Vivianne Jan Schellebeack, 
Arlene Spittel, Laraine De Silva, 
Resurreccion Romano Sr, 
Neil Kiddle, Gregory Reynolds, 
Peter Fernandes 

For the sick: 

Mark De Jesus, Maurice De Niese, 
Helen Hill, Jun Botongbacal, 
Melchor Batongbacal Jr, Kate McRae, 
Erica Cader, Phyllis Chilla 

Thanksgiving:  

Ramirez Family, Ambet Ribargoso, 
George Javier, Miguel Cobarubbias 

S p e c i a l  i n t e n t i o n s  

Weekly collections 
1st Collection:   $ 2101.20 
Funds go to Priest Remuneration Fund, to 
support the priests of our Diocese.  

2nd Collection:  $ 5,197.00 
 Loose    $ 2,024.80 
 PG Envelopes $ 1,576.20 
 PG by EFT  $ 1,596.00 
Pays parish debt and on going running costs, 
including wages of staff.  
Please contribute more on the Second 
Collection as this helps the parish 
community 

If you would like to be a part of  the 
church’s plan giving program, an 
SJ23rd form (white) is available at the 
church foyer or contact the parish 
office. 

P a y i n g  o u r  d e b t  t o g e t h e r  
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P a r i s h  P a s t o r a l  C o u n c i l  C o r n e r  

Novena Mass to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Tuesday nights beginning with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 6.30pm, 
Evening Prayer of the Church at 7.00pm, Rosary at 7.15pm, sung Benediction Mass 
7.30pm and Novena prayers at 7:40pm.  

If you want the opportunity of having the statue visit you in your home contact 
Bart Sarlabus. Pick up the statue during the novena and return before the novena. 

Rosary Statue Family Roster 

28 July   Samonte Family  Month of August   still open 

Thanks to everyone for supporting the 
parish census that concluded last 
weekend.  The submissions will be 
inputted into the parish database and 
we will provide an update on the 
response statistics accordingly. 

The annual in-house training 
program for junior and senior servers 
will be held at the Church on 25 July 
and 1 August from 4 pm.  Participants 
are encouraged to attend the 6 pm 
Vigil Mass following the training. 

We are also planning to hold a 
Lectors’ Refresher Course based on 
the lecture series that Fr. John is 
holding this week.  We will post more 
details regarding this initiative in the 
coming weeks. 

The IFM Office For Worship is 
running the Liturgical Ministry 
Formation Courses again for this year 
starting from 10 August. Interested 
parishioners may secure a registration 
form from the church foyer. 

 

If you haven’t seen the updated parish 
website yet, please visit the site at 
www.john23rd.org.au and provide 
constructive feedback to the team. 

Our young parishioners have shown 
great interest in participating in the 
2016 World Youth Day in Poland. To 
help finance their trip, our youths are 
selling $2 tickets to the Diocesan 
WYD fundraising raffle to be drawn 
next year.  Please support them 
generously and buy tickets! 

As our parish is consecrated to Mary, 
everyone is enjoined to attend the Vigil 
Mass for the Feast of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary on Friday, 14 Aug. at 7:30 pm 
and pray the Rosary during that 
weekend. 

We still need host families for the 
Rosary statue for the month of August, 
so please contact me if you are 
interested to host our Mother in your 
home.      

Have a blessed week!  Bart 

We are all called to walk with Jesus, but that does not in any way mean that we are to leave our material 
duties unfulfilled, or to neglect the advantages derived from a more elevated way of life that we enjoy, since, 

in fact, through our relation with Jesus we are called upon to permeate relations between individuals, 
families and nations with his heavenly light. –  St. John XXIII, 21 January 1962 

http://www.john23rd.org.au
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The World Youth Day Project in the 
Catholic Diocese of Parramatta invites 
the community to make a small 
investment in the formation, faith 
development and leadership of our 

young people through the Diocese 
WYD Raffle. All pilgrims are 

expected to pay more than a third of 
their overall pilgrimage cost but your 
additional assistance will help to 
support them in their fundraising 
efforts. Tickets are $2 each or a book 
of tickets can be purchased for $20. 
The raffle will be drawn on Palm 
Sunday/World Youth Day 2016. 
Thanks to our generous sponsors the 
prizes are as follows: 
First prize: Toyota Yaris 5 door 
automatic (Supplied by Terry Shields Toyota, 

Parramatta) 

Second prize: A Cosmos European 
2016 Tour for two to the value of 
$6000 (Donated by Cosmos. This prize cannot 

be used towards any 2016 WYD pilgrimage) 
Third prize: Apple IPad Mini (Donated 

by Campion College Australia – offering 
Australia’s first Catholic BA, in the Liberal 
Arts) 

Fourth prize: Cash prize of $500 
(Donated by Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu) 
Fifth prize: Apple Watch (Donated by 

Catholic Church Insurance) 

Our youth of SJ23rd will be selling 
raffle tickets. Help our youth to raise 
funds to assist them on their journey to 
WYD. 

Confirmation Program Facilitators 
Needed 

We are looking for facilitators to assist 
at this year’s Confirmation program, 
especially at the ceremonies.  
If  you are interested, please e-mail Jill 
at admin@john23rd.org.au or call   
9852-0583 

CONFIRMATION PARENTS’ 
MEETING VENUE CHANGE 

The venue for the Confirmation 
Parents’ meeting will now be held at 
the church on Thursday 30 July, 
7.30pm 

 

. 

P a r i s h  N o t i c e s  

Executive (Council leaders) 
22 Jul     18 Nov     16 Sep 

General (all Parish Council members)  
18 Aug 7:30pm - 9:00pm 
St Marks College Staff room 
During the General Meeting, our 
School Executives and Finance 
committee are invited to provide 
updates. Parishioners are all invited 
to come and be part of this meeting.   

2015 Parish Council Meeting 
Schedule 

Help our youth raise funds to enable them 

to join WYD 2016 Krakow Poland 

mailto:admin@john23rd.org.au
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President Bart Sarlabus 

     bart.sarlabus@gmail.com 
Council Team Leaders 
Community Bldg    Techie Sarlabus 
Comms & Media John McCartney 
Evangelicum tba 
Faith Formation Rose Franco 
Fundraising Rodi Orantia 
Liturgy Ray Samonte 
Pastoral Care tba 
Social Justice Qwayne Guevarra 

Positions vacant 

Executive Director and Chief 
Operating Officer – Social Care 
CatholicCare, Diocese of Broken Bay 
is seeking applications for two senior 
appointments: Executive Director and 
Chief Operating Officer – Social Care. 
For a confidential discussion and copy 
of the Information Pack please contact  

Anthony Spata, REACH Human 
Resources, tel 0402 210055. 

Applications close Friday 31 July. 

Year of Consecrated Life Solemn 
Mass and Vocations Fest: 9 August 

 To celebrate the Year of Consecrated 
Life there will be a Mass at 11am in St 

Patrick's Cathedral, Parramatta, 
followed by a Vocations Fest. The 
program includes lunch, religious 
sharing their stories, Q&A and 

entertainment for all the family. The 
afternoon will conclude with a Holy 

Hour for Vocations. Everyone is 
welcome. 

Volunteers needed for Vinnies 
Winter Doorknock Appeal 

Can you spare a few hours of your 
time to be a volunteer collector for the 
Vinnies Winter Doorknock Appeal in 
the Diocese of Parramatta? The appeal 
will be held on two weekends: 22-23 
and 29-30 August. Funds raised will 
support much-needed services 
including the Vinnies Van and 
outreach to young people. To find out 
more please contact Alison Bryett, 
Doorknock Coordinator, tel (02) 8861 
9700, alison.bryett@vinnies.org.au  

 

 

 

D i o c e s e  N e w s  

O u r  S c h o o l  C o m m u n i t i e s  

Holy Cross Primary 
49 Meurants Lane, Glenwood       
Principal: Marina Hardy 

  (02) 9629  8742 

holycross@parra.catholic.edu.au 
John XXIII and St Mark’s College 
160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens      
Principal: Dr Peter Webster   

  (02) 9852 0500 

  stmarks@parra.catholic.edu.au 
Catholic Learning Centre 
160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens 

  (02) 9852 0585 

 lcstanhope@parra.catholic.edu.au 
 www.celcstanhope.catholic.edu.a

mailto:alison.bryett@vinnies.org.au
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S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  c o r n e r  

- Practical relativism: A misguided anthropocentrism “which sees everything 
as irrelevant unless it serves one’s own immediate interests” leads to relativism 

in practice. There is a logic in all this “whereby different attitudes can feed on one 
another, leading to environmental degradation and social decay” (122). “When the 
culture itself is corrupt and objective truth and universally valid principles are no 
longer upheld, laws can only be seen as arbitrary impositions or obstacles to be 
avoided” (123). 

- The need to protect employment: Integral ecology “needs to take account of 
the value of labour” (124). Everyone must be able to have work, because it is 
“part of the meaning of life on this earth, a path to growth, human development 
and personal fulfilment” (128), while “to stop investing in people, in order to gain 
greater short-term financial gain, is bad business for society” (128). In order that 
everyone can really benefit from economic freedom, “restraints occasionally have 
to be    imposed on those possessing greater resources and financial power” (129). 

- New biological technologies: The main reference is to genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs), “a complex environmental issue” (135). Even though “in 
some regions their use has brought about economic growth which has helped to 
resolve problems, there remain a number of significant difficulties” (134), starting 
from the fact that “the productive land is concentrated in the hands of a few 
owners” (134). Pope Francis thinks particularly of small producers and rural 
workers, of biodiversity, and the network of ecosystems. Therefore “a broad, 
responsible scientific and social debate needs to take place, one capable of 
considering all the available information and of calling things by their name”, 
starting from “various lines of independent, interdisciplinary research” (135). 

E v a n g e l i c u m  

Food for thought from Margaret Harrison, member of Social Justice Committee  

"If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food and one of you says to them ‘Go 
in peace , be warmed and be filled’ and yet you do not five them what is necessary for their body, 
what use is that?" - James 2:15" Every human being is created in the image and likeness of God 
and therefore has inherent dignity. No human being should have their dignity or freedom 
compromised.  

We are preparing for Migrant Sunday - if you are interested in helping out feel free 
to contact us. We meet every third Thursday. Come & join us! Email us 
at sj.john23rd@gmail.com 

3 

mailto:sj.john23rd@gmail.com
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W h a t  w e  d o  w h y  w e  d o . . . . . . . .  

At Mass we say, "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. " What is this prayer, where does it come from, and 
what on earth does "Hosanna" mean?  

This prayer is called the Sanctus because that is its first word in Latin. The first 
line is the hymn of the seraphim in Isaiah 6:3 and Revelation 4:8. The second part 
is what the crowd cried to Jesus at his triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Mt 21:9), 
which is modeled after Psalm 118:25. 

Hosanna is a Hebrew term which is derived from the words yasha, which means 
"save," and na, which is an expression of entreaty or request and can be translated 
in a variety of ways-for example, "I pray," "I beseech," "please," or "O." The 
Hebrew terms were combined - yasha na ("O, save!"), as in Psalm 118:25 - and 
this became hosanna. 

It was used as part of the Jewish temple liturgy during the feast of Tabernacles, 
when the priests carried willow branches and cried "Hosanna!" while processing 
around the altar of burnt offering'. Over time, the crowd gathered to worship 
picked it up, and it became a cry of joy. The seventh day of Tabernacles even 
came to be called "Hosanna Day."  

Thus the crowd greeted the Messiah by waving palm branches and joyfully crying 
"Hosanna!" to him as he entered Jerusalem. By this time, the term may have lost 
some of its original meaning and may have been mostly an acclamation of joy and 
petition (as it is now during Mass). 

Yet it still carried the air of a joyful petition for deliverance The expression 
"Hosanna to the Son of David!" was an exhortation to acclaim or praise the 
Messiah in hopes of deliverance (probably from the hated Romans in the mind of 
the crowd). 

The expression "Hosanna in the highest!" is more mysterious. Suggestions have 
included the idea that it is an exhortation to us to cry "Hosanna!" to God, that it is 
an exhortation to the angels to cry "Hosanna!" to God, that it is an exhortation 
for there to be songs of praise in heaven, and even that the phrase means "Up 
with your branches!" (on the unlikely supposition that the branches carried during 
the feast of Tabernacles had come to be called "hosannas"). 

"Hosanna" was used as part of Mass in the first century. The Didache (A.D. 70) 
includes the acclamation "Hosanna to the God of David!" among the 
congregation's responses during the prayer of thanksgiving after Communion. 

Catholic Answers http://www.catholic.com/quickquestions  
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Y o u t h  C o r n e r  

GTK Youth Group 
(Getting to Know) 

GTK is the St John XXIII Parish 
youth group where our young  people 
get to know God, the Catholic faith 
a n d  e a c h  o t h e r  t h r o u g h 
Gospel reflection, music, active 
participation at mass, games and food! 
So, if you are in years 4 - 9, come along 
to one of our sessions and let us grow 
together in our faith. 
When:  2nd (choir) and 4th Sunday 
Where:  St Mark's Staff Room 
Time:  4:30 - 7:30 pm 
Contact: gtkyouth@gmail.com 
Info:  http://www.gtkyouth.com/ 

CRL 
(Community of the Risen Lord) 

Praise & worship 
When: 2nd & 4th Saturdays 
Where: Church 
Time: after 6:00pm vigil mass 

 
YFC  

(Youth for Christ) 
When: Meets every 3rd Sunday  
Where: St Mark’s Staff Room 
Time: 1:00pm for Break open the  
 word  
 6.00pm Youth Mass  

Colour in 

mailto:gtkyouth@gmail.com
http://www.gtkyouth.com/
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Jesus fed the thousands  

WORD SEARCH 

Baskets      boy      five      grass      hands      miracle      mountain    
Passover      Philip      Prophet      thousand      Tiberias 

E S W H D L G V W M D P G Z E K Y 

L P K T G I J F I N V E I Z R C C 

Z K G I F J K U W S I L Z E Y C K 

Y I X Z R Y O B S B H M O Q Z J E 

T M Z D K E L A J P C S W R X Z P 

K H I V E V V Y O R M I R A C L E 

D E A Y R M T O W O E R D T S W I 

J Q L N G J V O S P S H N C S Q W 

X V H Z D F I R J S T Y Q A B W H 

H Q M I K S I B T P A E J R J C E 

D D N A S U O H T I D P K G K U T 

G T R C U U J F A L R W V S M X N 

V Q D R C B B J Y I R J P H A J E 

W X Z U M H Y P L H M R O M W B L 

O A F V P N O S M P M Z Y M P F U 

N L K T K C Y W M O U N T A I N A 

I N X T I B E R I A S E N X P B R 
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