
P A L M  S U N D A Y  
1 9 –  2 0  M a r c h  2 0 1 6  

Perfection Ave cor Bentwood Tce, Stanhope Gardens    www.john23rd.com 

O u r  P a r i s h  
M i s s i o n  

The parish of St John XXIII is a faith 
community with the Eucharist as its 

heart. Inspired by John XXIII’s 
prophetic opening of the windows of the 
Church, we welcome the fresh air of the 

Holy Spirit, inviting every person to 
share in the responsibility of enriching 
the life and faith of our community by 

sharing their gifts and talents.” 

Parish Priest:   Fr John McSweeney    FrJohn@john23rd.org.au  

Asst Priest:   Fr Robert William     FrRobert@john23rd.org.au 

Deacon:  Nicephorus Tan   

Mass Times 
Monday to Friday  9:00am  
Also Wednesday   9:00am Holy Cross  
           Primary during school term  
Saturday   9:00am,  6:00pm (Vigil)     
Sunday    7:30am,  9:00am,  10:30am  
 6:00pm (Youth) 
Baptism  12:00pm Sunday by appointment 
Reconciliation (First Rite) 
Saturday 5:00 - 5:45pm  
  And after any weekday masses 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday to Friday  8.30 - 4.00pm   
Parish Office Contacts 

  (02)9852 0580    0403 766468  AH  
Secretary:   Tanya Gatt   

   secretary@john23rd.org.au 
Finance: Mila Llamas  (Fri)  

   accounts@john23rd.org.au 
Admin Asst:  Jill Franco (Tues/Thurs) 

   admin@john23rd.org.au 
Business Manager: John McCartney (pro bono) 

   businessmanager@john23rd.org.au 

D e v o t i o n s  &  Prayers 

Novena Masses  
Tuesday   7:30pm 
 Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
First Friday   7:30pm 
 Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Tuesday  6:30 - 7:30pm      
First Friday  6:30pm followed by   
 7:15pm Benediction  
Saturday    8:00 - 9:00am (Vocations) 
Sacrament of the Sick 
First Saturday  9:00am Mass or upon request 

Divine Office  
Friday    12:00pm with Adoration 
Sunday   8:15am  
Praise & Worship     
3rd Saturday    7:30pm  
 led by SJ23rd Prayer Group 
2nd Saturday   7:30pm  
  led by CRL (Community of the Risen Lord) 
Friday evenings 7:00pm church kitchen 

(Christ Catholic Community Prayer Group)  

http://john23rd.com
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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ. 

With today’s celebration of Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, we enter the 
holiest of weeks. As we journey with Jesus through his final meal with his 
Disciples, his night of Agony in the Garden, his Death, Burial and eventually his 
Resurrection from the Dead, we are moved to renew our commitment to the 
Lord and his Body, the Church. 

Let us pray every day during this year’s Holy Week, that we may receive abundant 
blessings, and that our world - which continues to suffer as a result of human 
beings’ intolerance - may experience the New Life that Christ brings to all. 

 

# The times for our Holy Week and Easter celebrations are included in this 
bulletin and have been posted on the notice boards and doors of our Church. 
Despite the busy-ness of our lives, let us strive to participate as much as possible 
in the various Liturgies during this week. 

# On Tuesday 22nd March we will be hosting the second of two Deanery Second 
Rites of Reconciliation, the other being at Richmond on Monday evening at 7:30pm. It 
will commence at 7:30pm in our Church. May I encourage as many as possible to 
come on Tuesday night and receive the Lord’s healing in this marvellous 
Sacrament of Forgiveness! PLEASE NOTE: No Novena Mass on Tuesday 
because of the Second Rite, although Adoration (with Rosary) will occur from 
6:30-7:15pm. Also, PLEASE NOTE: given that there is this Second Rite in our 
Church on Tuesday night, there will be NO CONFESSIONS after the 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday afternoon. As the Ritual 
recommends: all celebrations of the Sacraments should occur BEFORE Good 
Friday, as from that celebration until the Easter Vigil we remember Christ in the 
Tomb. 

# Let us keep the 8 adults in the RCIA programme - who will be baptised or 
received into the Church during the Easter Vigil - in our thoughts and prayers this 
week and next. We give God thanks and praise that so many continue to join our 
Church and Community. 

________ 

 

May I wish each and every one of you a genuinely blessed celebration of Christ’s 
Death and Resurrection during the coming week. 

Let us continue to pray for one another… God bless you always… 

 

Fr. John 

F r o m  t h e  P a s t o r ’ s  D e s k  
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 F i r s t  R e a d i n g  
 Isaiah 50:4-7  

I did not cover my face against insult and I know I will 
not be ashamed. 

The Lord has given me a disciple's 
tongue. So that I may know how to 
reply to the wearied he provides me 
with speech. Each morning he wakes 
me to hear, to listen like a disciple. The 
Lord has opened my ear. For my part, 
I made no resistance, neither did I turn 
away. I offered my back to those who 
struck me, my cheeks to those who 
tore at my beard; I did not cover my 
face against insult and spittle. The 
Lord comes to my help, so that I am 
untouched by the insults. So, too, I set 
my face like flint; I know I shall not be 
shamed. 

The word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God 

R e s p o n s o r i a l  P s a l m  
 Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24  

R. R. My God, my God, why have you 
abandoned me? 

All who see me deride me. They curl 
their lips, they toss their heads. 'He 
trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 
let him release him if this is his friend.' 
      R. 

Many dogs have surrounded me, a 
band of the wicked beset me. They 
tear holes in my hands and my feet. I 
can count every one of my bones. R. 

They divide my clothing among them. 
They cast lots for my robe. O Lord, do 
not leave me alone, my strength, make 
haste to help me!    R. 

I will tell of your name to my brethren 
and praise you where they are 
assembled. 'You who fear the Lord 
give him praise; all sons of Jacob, give 
him glory. Revere him, Israel's sons.'  
      R. 

G o s p e l  A c c l a m a t i o n  
John 8:12  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king 
of endless glory! 

With all your heart turn to me, for I 
am tender and  compassionate. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king 
of endless glory! 

E n t r a n c e  A n t i p h o n  

Six days before the Passover, when the 
Lord came into the city of Jerusalem, 
the children ran to meet him; in their 
hands they carried palm branches and 
with a loud voice cried out: 

Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are 
you, who have come in your abundant 
mercy! O gates, lift high your heads; 
grow higher, ancient doors. Let him 
enter, the king of glory! 

Who is this king of glory? He, the 
Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are 
you, who have come in your abundant 
mercy! 

C o m m u n i o n  A n t i p h o n  

Father, if this chalice cannot pass 
without my drinking it, your will be 
done. 



 

5  St John XXIII Catholic Church 

S e c o n d  R e a d i n g  
Philippians 3:8-14  

He humbled himself to become like us and God raised him on high. 

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality with God but 
emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave, and became as men are, and 
being as all men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a 
cross. But God raised him high and gave him the name which is above all other 
names so that all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should 
bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that every tongue should acclaim Jesus 
Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

The word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God. 

The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

The elders of the people and the chief priests and scribes rose, and they brought 
Jesus before Pilate. 

They began their accusation by saying, 'We found this man inciting our people to 
revolt, opposing payment of tribute to Caesar, and claiming to be Christ, a king.' 
Pilate put to him this question, 'Are you the king of the Jews?' 'It is you who say it' 
he replied. Pilate then said to the chief priests and the crowd, 'I find no case 
against this man.' But they persisted, 'He is inflaming the people with his teaching 
all over Judaea; it has come all the way from Galilee, where he started, down to 
here.' When Pilate heard this, he asked if the man were a Galilean; and finding that 
he came under Herod's jurisdiction he passed him over to Herod who was also in 
Jerusalem at that time. 

Herod was delighted to see Jesus; he had heard about him and had been wanting 
for a long time to set eyes on him; moreover, he was hoping to see some miracle 
worked by him. So he questioned him at some length; but without getting any 
reply. Meanwhile the chief priests and scribes were there, violently pressing their 
accusations. Then Herod, together with his guards, treated him with contempt and 
made fun of him; he put a rich cloak on him and sent him back to Pilate. And 
though Herod and Pilate had been enemies before, they were reconciled that same 
day. 

Pilate then summoned the chief priests and the leading men and the people. 'You 
brought this man before me' he said 'as a political agitator. Now I have gone into 
the matter myself in your presence and found no case against the man in respect 
of all the charges you bring against him. Nor has Herod either, since he has sent 
him back to us. As you can see, the man has done nothing that deserves death, so 
I shall have him flogged and then let him go.' But as one man they howled, 'Away 
with him! Give us Barabbas!' (This man had been thrown into prison for 
causing a riot in the city and for murder.) 

6 

G o s p e l  
John 8:1-11  
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Pilate was anxious to set Jesus free and addressed them again, but they shouted 
back, 'Crucify him! Crucify him!' And for the third time he spoke to them, 'Why? 
What harm has this man done? I have found no case against him that deserves 
death, so I shall have him punished and then let him go.' But they kept on 
shouting at the top of their voices, demanding that he should be crucified. And 
their shouts were growing louder. 

Pilate then gave his verdict: their demand was to be granted. He released the man 
they asked for, who had been imprisoned for rioting and murder, and handed 
Jesus over to them to deal with as they pleased. 

As they were leading him away they seized on a man, Simon from Cyrene, who 
was coming in from the country, and made him shoulder the cross and carry it 
behind Jesus. Large numbers of people followed him, and of women too, who 
mourned and lamented for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, 'Daughters of 
Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep rather for yourselves and for your children. 
For the days will surely come when people will say, "Happy are those who are 
barren, the wombs that have never borne, the breasts that have never suckled!" 
Then they will begin to say to the mountains, "Fall on us!"; to the hills, "Cover 
us!" For if men use the green wood like this, what will happen when it is dry?' 
Now with him they were also leading out two other criminals to be executed. 

When they reached the place called The Skull, they crucified him there and the 
two criminals also, one on the right, the other on the left. Jesus said, 'Father 
forgive them; they do not know what they are doing.' Then they cast lots to share 
out his clothing. 

The people stayed there watching him. As for the leaders, they jeered at him. 'He 
saved others,' they said 'let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen 
One.' The soldiers mocked him too and when they approached to offer him 
vinegar they said, 'If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.' Above him there 
was an inscription: 'This is the King of the Jews.' 

One of the criminals hanging there abused him. 'Are you not the Christ?' he said. 
'Save yourself and us as well.' But the other spoke up and rebuked him. 'Have you 
no fear of God at all?' he said. 'You got the same sentence as he did, but in our 
case we deserved it; we are paying for what we did. But this man has done nothing 
wrong. Jesus,' he said 'remember me when you come into your kingdom.' 'Indeed, 
I promise you,' he replied 'today you will be with me in paradise.' 

It was now about the sixth hour and, with the sun eclipsed, a darkness came over 
the whole land until the ninth hour. The veil of the Temple was torn right down 
the middle; and when Jesus had cried out in a loud voice, he said, 'Father, into 
your hands I commit my spirit.' With these words he breathed his last. 
All kneel and pause a moment. 

G o s p e l  
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21 Mon Monday of Holy Week  
 1st Reading Isaiah 42:1-7  
 Psalm  Ps 26:1-3. 13-14 
 Gospel  John 12:1-11  
22Tues Tuesday of Holy Week  
 1st Reading Isaiah 49:1-6  
 Psalm   Ps 70:1-6. 15. 17 
 Gospel   John 13:21-33. 36-38  
23Wed Wednesday of Holy Week  
 1st Reading  Isaiah 50:4-9  
 Psalm Ps 68:8-10. 21-22. 31. 33-34  
 Gospel   Matthew 26:14-25 
24Thurs Holy Thursday 
 1st Reading Isaiah 61:1-3. 6. 8-9  
 Psalm  Ps 88:21-22. 25. 27 
 2nd Reading Revelation 1:5-8  
 Gospel  Luke 4:16-21  
25Fri Good Friday 
 1st Reading Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12  
 Psalm Ps 30:2. 6. 12-13. 15-17. 25  
 2nd Reading Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9  
 Gospel   John 18:1 - 19:42  
26 Sat Easter Vigil 
 1st Reading Gen 1:1 - 2:2  
 Psalm Ps 103:1-2,5-6,10,12-14, 24,35
  2nd Reading Ex 14:15 - 15:1 
 Gospel   Lk 24:1-12  

When the centurion saw what had taken 
place, he gave praise to God and said, 
'This was a great and good man.' And 
when all the people who had gathered 
for the spectacle saw what had 
happened, they went home beating their 
breasts. 

All his friends stood at a distance; so 
also did the women who had 
accompanied him from Galilee, and 
they saw all this happen. 

R e a d i n g s  f o r  N e x t  W e e k  

I believe in one God, the Father 
almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of 

the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, true 

God from true God, begotten, not 
made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven,  
At the words that follow, up to and including ‘and 

became man’, all bow. 

and by the Holy Spirit was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 

became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and 

was buried, and rose again on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the 

Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and 

apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead and the 

life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

N i c e n e  C r e e d  

G o s p e l  
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Recently Deceased: 

David Buttigieg, Paul Buttigieg, 
Mary Elizabeth Etcell , Cyastine 
Orguzmanklyoe,  Jayfrene Ramirez 
Yanson.  

 

Deceased: Charlie & Carmen 
Camilleri, Joseph & Maryann 
Bugiya, Reno Camilleri, Jeffrey 
Turner 

 

Anniversary:  

Sammy Formosa, Felipe Villalba, 
Ryan Raori Ramiscal. 

 

Sick: 

Betty Duggan, Estela Pangilinan, 
Mark de Jesus, Laura Z Faelnar, 
Peter O’Leary, Elizabeth Newnes, 
Jackson Tate, Ernesto Coronel, 
Rosalia Clores, Mariano Antonio Jon 
Villaraza,   Edwin Rizon, Nigel 
Reynolds,  Helen Hill, Guy Austria, 
Maria Bellia  

Thanksgiving:                      

Rebecca Reynolds. 

S p e c i a l  i n t e n t i o n s  

Weekly collections 

2nd Collection:  $ 7,361.30 

 Loose    $ 3,666.30 

 PG Envelopes $ 2,135.00 

 PG by EFT  $ 1,560.00 

Pays parish debt and on going running costs, 
including wages of staff.  

Please contribute more on the 
Second Collection as this helps the 
parish community 

If you would like to be a part of  the 
church’s plan giving program, an 
SJ23rd form (white) is available at the 
church foyer or contact the parish 
office. 

P a y i n g  o u r  d e b t  t o g e t h e r  

If you or a family member is homebound and would want to receive 
communion in your home please contact the parish office. 
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HOLY WEEK MASS TIMES 

Masses on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of  Holy Week 
at 9am. PLEASE NOTE: NO MASS on Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday or Holy Saturday mornings 
  
Reconciliation Evenings 
Monday 21st March 7:30pm at Richmond Church  
Tuesday 22nd March 7:30pm at St John XXII Church  
As a result, there will be NO NOVENA MASS this week. 
  
Chrism Mass  
Wednesday 23rd March 7:30pm at St. Patrick’s Cathedral 

 

Paschal Triduum 
 Holy Thursday  
7.30pm Mass of  the Lord’s Supper followed by Adoration of  the 
Blessed  Sacrament in the Altar of  Repose until Midnight. 
  
Good Friday  
10:00am  Stations of  the Cross at Holy Cross School, led by 
the Youth of  our Parish 
3:00pm Celebration of  the Lord’s Passion at St John 23rd Parish 
Church. A most solemn and moving Liturgy! 
 Easter Vigil 
7:00pm and finish around 9:15pm.  
We pray for Maggie, Nicole, Jessica, Patrick, Christy, Hannah, 
Ben, William & Thomas who will be received into the Church 
during this Mass. Please come with your (battery) candle, ready to 
celebrate the Lord’s Resurrection with joy! 
  
Easter Sunday 
Masses as normal. We will renew our baptismal vows at all    
masses! 
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P a r i s h  P a s t o r a l  C o u n c i l  C o r n e r  

During the Liturgy in Holy Week, Jesus passes over the earth and draws near to the dwellings of 
humankind.  The innocent little children at once escorted him, the first to do so, as he entered on 
the back of a humble donkey.  They waved fresh olive branches around him and sang, ‘Hosanna, 
hosanna’; the adults and the young people spread their cloaks on the ground before him, they too 
greeted him with the ancient canticle.  – 10 April 1960  

—————- COUNCIL MATTERS ————— 

 Next PPC Executive Team meeting will be held on Wednesday, 13 April 2016, 
from 7:30 pm at the Parish Office Conference Room.  

————— COMMUNITY BUILDING ————— 

 The Church Basement Cleanup is being planned for Saturday 
morning, April 9.  Volunteers needed. 

 The Church Kitchen Cleanup is also planned for Saturday 
morning, April 9. Volunteers needed.  

————— LITURGY TEAM ————— 

 Our parish will host the Deanery’s 2nd Rite of 
Reconciliation on Tuesday, 22 March from 7:30 pm.  There will be no 
Novena Mass on this night. 

 Our fellow parishioners Rose Franco and Camille Jamon will be representing 
our parish as they receive the Holy Oils during the Chrism Mass at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral in Parramatta on March 23. 

 Please refer to the bulletin and mass announcements regarding the Holy Week 
Liturgical celebration times.  Arrive early to be assured of parking and seats. 

 If you are interested in participating actively in the Good Friday Stations of the 
Cross to be held at Holy Cross School, Glenwood, please contact Bob or 
Grace Agbulos directly or through the Parish Office.  

 Final Rehearsals for the Holy Week liturgical celebrations for Acolytes, Altar 
Servers, Readers and EMCs are tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, 23 
March and/or Saturday, 26 March for the Easter Vigil Mass.  Please check 
with Bob Agbulos for final schedules and times.  

Music Ministry 

 Choir Rehearsals for the Holy Week liturgical celebrations are tentatively 
scheduled for Wednesdays, 16 March and 23 March, with Saturday, 26 March 
as a third possibility.  Please check with Meg Lijauco and Ray Samonte for 
final schedules and times.  
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————— FAITH FORMATION TEAM ————— 

 Thanks to everyone who participated in the Lenten discussion groups or are 
had a family-based discussion of the Lenten readings. We hope that you are 
spiritually refreshed to actively participate in the celebration of the Passion and 
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Thanks to those who responded to our call for host families for the Rosary 
statue for March 2016.  We are now looking for hosts for our Blessed Mother 
for April and May.  

—————PASTORAL & SACRAMENTAL TEAM ————— 

First Holy Communion 

 Children’s session will be on the weekend of 2-3 April, 2016.  Final date and 
time will be posted at the Church Notice boards and announced at the 
weekend Masses. 

 First Holy Communion practice will be held at the Church on Thursday, 28 
April at 7 pm.  

————— FUNDRAISING PROGRAMS ————— 

 Please continue to support this year’s Parish Fundraising Grand Raffle 
Draw by buying more tickets!  The first prize will be a brand new Mitsubishi 
Mirage ES to be drawn on Sunday, 5 June 2016 coinciding with our Church 
Dedication 9th Anniversary.  

Tuesday nights beginning with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 6.30pm, 
Evening Prayer of the Church at 7.00pm, Rosary at 7.15pm, sung Benediction 
Mass 7.30pm and Novena prayers at 7:40pm.  

If you want the opportunity of having the statue visit you in your home contact 
Bart Sarlabus - bart.sarlabus@gmail.com. Pick up the statue during the novena and 
return before the novena. 

Rosary Statue Family Roster 

March 15 Sobrevinas Family  March 22 Houghton Family 
March 29 Torroba Family April 5  Sebastian Family 

April 12 Olan Family April 19 Pangilinan Family 

Novena Mass to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

P a r i s h  C o u n c i l  
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O u r  S c h o o l  C o m m u n i t i e s  

Holy Cross Primary 
49 Meurants Lane, Glenwood       
Principal: Marina Hardy 

 (02) 9629  8742 

olycross@parra.catholic.edu.au 
John XXIII and St Mark’s College 
160 Perfection Ave,  
Stanhope Gardens      
Principal: Dr Peter Webster   

 (02) 9852 0500 

 stmarks@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Catholic Learning Centre 
160 Perfection Ave, 
Stanhope Gardens 

 (02) 9852 0585 

 lcstanhope@parra.catholic.edu.au 
 www.celcstanhope.catholic.edu.au 

President Bart Sarlabus 

    bart.sarlabus@gmail.com 
Council Team Leaders 
Community Bldg    Techie Sarlabus 
Comms & Media John McCartney 
Faith Formation Rose Franco 
Fundraising Rodi Orantia 
Liturgy Bob Agbulos 
Music Ray Samonte 
Pastoral Care Jill Franco 
Social Justice Qwayne Guevarra 

P a r i s h  N e w s  

GARDENERS CORNER 

If you are a Blacktown Council ratepay-
er, do you use your allocation of two 
free plants each year? If not, could you 
send in a copy of a recent rates assess-
ment/statement and the parish will be 
able to use your allocation. We are look-
ing for at least 30 parishioners to con-
tribute. Either scan and email your rates 
form to the parish office 
(businessmanager@john23rd.org.au) or 
drop it into the Special Needs box in the 
church - we will copy and mail back to 
you. 

 

Thank you again to everyone who 
helped at last Saturday's gardening 
working bee. Our next working bee is 
on Saturday 2 April. It will be a final 
clear-up before we start planting. We 
will have two sessions - 7.00am-9.00am 
and 10.00-12.00 (with the break for First 
Saturday mass and anointing). It's the 
last day before we switch to winter time 
on Sunday morning so join us and make 
use of the last day of summer.  

 

 

LENTEN BOXES 

Please return your  Lenten Boxes next 
weekend.   

mailto:businessmanager@john23rd.org.au
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W h y  w e  d o  w h a t  w e  d o . . . … . . .  

Palm Sunday is the final Sunday of Lent, the beginning of Holy Week, and 
commemorates the triumphant arrival of Christ in Jerusalem, days before he was 
crucified. 

Palm Sunday is known as such because the 
faithful will often receive palm fronds which they 
use to participate in the reenactment of Christ's 
arrival in Jerusalem. In the Gospels, Jesus 
entered Jerusalem riding a young donkey, and to 
the lavish praise of the townspeople who threw 
clothes, or possibly palms or small branches, in 
front of him as a sign of homage. This was a 
customary practice for people of great respect. 

Palm branches are widely recognized symbol of 
peace and victory, hence their preferred use on 
Palm Sunday. 

The use of a donkey instead of a horse is highly symbolic, it represents the humble 
arrival of someone in peace, as opposed to arriving on a steed in war. 

A week later, Christ would rise from the dead on the first Easter. 

During Palm Sunday Mass, palms are distributed to parishioners who carry them 
in a ritual procession into church. The palms are blessed and many people will 
fashion them into small crosses or other items of personal devotion. These may 
be returned to the church, or kept for the year. 

Because the palms are blessed, they may not be discarded as trash. Instead, they 
are appropriately gathered at the church and incinerated to create the ashes that 
will be used in the follow year's Ash Wednesday observance. 

The colours of the Mass on Palm Sunday are red and white, symbolizing the 
redemption in blood that Christ paid for the world. 

www.catholic.org/clife/lent/palmsunday.php  
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Y o u t h  C o r n e r  

GTK Youth Group 
(Getting to Know) 

St John XXIII Parish youth group 
where our young  people get to know 
God, the Catholic faith and each other 
through Gospel reflection, music, 
active participation at mass, games 
and food! 
So, if you are in years 4 - 9, come along 
to one of our sessions and let us grow 
together in our faith. 
When:  2nd (choir) and 4th Sunday 
Where:  St Mark's Staff Room 
Time:  4:30 - 7:30 pm 
Contact: gtkyouth@gmail.com 
Info:  http://www.gtkyouth.com/ 

 

 

 

IGNITE 

Enkindling the fire of faith 
Young adults from 18 - 35 years of age 
meets every 3rd Sunday of the month 
after the 6:00pm mass. Monthly guest 
speaker, discussions & shared supper 

CRL 
(Community of the Risen Lord) 

Praise & worship 
When: 2nd & 4th Saturdays 
Where: Church 
Time: after 6:00pm vigil mass 

YFC  
(Youth for Christ) 

When: Meets every 3rd Sunday  
Where: St Mark’s Staff Room 
Time: 1:00pm for Break open the  
 word  
 6.00pm Youth Mass  

D e c o d e  

Use the code below to work out what Jesus said to the accused woman. 

mailto:gtkyouth@gmail.com
http://www.gtkyouth.com/
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Y A W R K T O U N A B V S S D A 

V D M T J K J U S O R Z S O U D 

J S N N S L O Y F B Z N V U T W 

N G J B K I I X J Y J E H N E W 

E J Z G T I N S F T R I O F S E 

L P X X G S J N D N T Q G R T N 

T X E Y C U E T E E O T Y Y A O 

O G N I H C A E T D U H K E P T 

B W T X P G B M S U L R T S M S 

L W L R R R A P P I X O S U X L 

Q F P P L F D L A M R W X C R J 

Z H W P U C Q E G Y E A J C I Q 

N J M W N D N H I N Q Y H A H T 

D K H A W R Q M M H Y J U P Q U 

I S M O U C Y V D R E Z I R P V 

G O R E C G F N R X F I T U L X 

W C C A U G H T H M P X R J C L 

Find these words 

Accuse     caught     crowd     Pharisees     prize     sinned     stone 

Teaching     temple     test     throw     woman 

W o r d  F i n d  

If any of you have never sinned then go ahead and throw the first stone  
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