
F I F T H  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T  
1 2 –  1 3  M a r c h  2 0 1 6  

Perfection Ave cor Bentwood Tce, Stanhope Gardens    www.john23rd.com 

O u r  P a r i s h  
M i s s i o n  

The parish of St John XXIII is a faith 
community with the Eucharist as its 

heart. Inspired by John XXIII’s 
prophetic opening of the windows of the 
Church, we welcome the fresh air of the 

Holy Spirit, inviting every person to 
share in the responsibility of enriching 
the life and faith of our community by 

sharing their gifts and talents.” 

Parish Priest:   Fr John McSweeney    FrJohn@john23rd.org.au  

Asst Priest:   Fr Robert William     FrRobert@john23rd.org.au 

Deacon:  Nicephorus Tan DeaconTan@john23rd.org.au 

Mass Times 
Monday to Friday  9:00am  
Also Wednesday   9:00am Holy Cross  
           Primary during school term  
Saturday   9:00am,  6:00pm (Vigil)     
Sunday    7:30am,  9:00am,  10:30am  
 6:00pm (Youth) 
Baptism  12:00pm Sunday by appointment 
Reconciliation (First Rite) 
Saturday 5:00 - 5:45pm  
  And after any weekday masses 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday to Friday  8.30 - 4.00pm   
Parish Office Contacts 

  (02)9852 0580    0403 766468  AH  
Secretary:   Tanya Gatt   

   secretary@john23rd.org.au 
Finance: Mila Llamas  (Fri)  

   accounts@john23rd.org.au 
Admin Asst:  Jill Franco (Tues/Thurs) 

   admin@john23rd.org.au 
Business Manager: John McCartney (pro bono) 

   businessmanager@john23rd.org.au 

D e v o t i o n s  &  Prayers 

Novena Masses  
Tuesday   7:30pm 
 Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
First Friday   7:30pm 
 Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Tuesday  6:30 - 7:30pm      
First Friday  6:30pm followed by   
 7:15pm Benediction  
Saturday    8:00 - 9:00am (Vocations) 
Sacrament of the Sick 
First Saturday  9:00am Mass or upon request 

Divine Office  
Friday    12:00pm with Adoration 
Sunday   8:15am  
Praise & Worship     
3rd Saturday    7:30pm  
 led by SJ23rd Prayer Group 
2nd Saturday   7:30pm  
  led by CRL (Community of the Risen Lord) 
Friday evenings 7:00pm church kitchen 

(Christ Catholic Community Prayer Group)  

http://john23rd.com
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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ 

What is powerful in all three readings this weekend is the admonition not to recall 
the past: the sinfulness that led to Israel’s destruction and exile; the past life of 
Paul lived as a slave to the Law of Moses and its strict interpretation; the past life 
lived as a slave to sin. 

Rather, the future is the thing on which the faithful person should place all their 
hopes: the New Life opening up in the wilderness of despair; the New Life that 
flows from the Resurrection of Christ Jesus; the New Life that comes through 
liberation from Sin. 

In the week ahead, as we prepare for Holy Week’s commencement next Sunday, 
let’s reflect on how we are living the New Life in Christ that being a baptised 
Christian calls us to. Let’s reflect on Paul’s prophetic words: “I am racing for the 
finish, for the prize to which God calls us upwards to receive in Christ Jesus”. 

 

# This weekend we welcome all the younger members of our Parish Community 
who are enrolling in the First Communion Programme (which will commence 
after Easter). We congratulate their parents and guardians for supporting them in 
their Faith Journey; and we offer our prayerful support to these young people as 
they learn more about their Catholic Tradition in the weeks ahead. 

 

# The Parent Evening for the Sacramental Programme is this Wednesday (16th 
March) in the Church at 7:30pm. I look forward to speaking to all parents at this 
important evening. 

 

Let us continue to pray for each other, my friends, as the weeks of Lent are 
coming to a conclusion. 

God Bless. Fr. John. 

 

F r o m  t h e  P a s t o r ’ s  D e s k  
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S p i r i t u a l  R e f l e c t i o n  

    POPE FRANCIS ON RETREAT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church must not shine the spotlight on herself but instead on Christ, and She 

still has some work to do in this regard. This was stressed by Fr. Ermes Ronchi, 

the priest leading the spiritual exercises for Pope Francis and Roman Curia 

members, currently participating in their Lenten retreat. The preacher made this 

point during this morning’s meditation, as he reflected on the Gospel account 

where Peter professes his faith in Christ as the Son of God. Noting that this was 

preceded by Jesus asking the disciples who they thought He was, Father Ronchi 

said in this way Christ is not giving lessons or suggesting replies based on what 

other people say about Him, but rather urges His Apostles to look into their own 

hearts. Jesus, the priest explained, wants to know if His disciples have opened 

their hearts to God who is living inside them, so they “can be the cradle or the 

tomb of God.” The preacher also underscored that Jesus warned His Apostles 

that following Him means “an appointment with a man on the Cross.” Fr. Ronchi 

highlighted that Christ doesn’t sacrifice anyone else’s life, just His own. Turning to 

the Church’s role, the priest reminded the Pope and Curia, we are “the mediators 

between God and humanity.”  Like John the Baptist, he suggested, we are to 

prepare the path and then step to one side. Father Ronchi concluded, saying, 

“Think of the beauty of a Church that does not shine the spotlight on herself” but 

instead on Christ, and warned that we still have some progress to make on this 

point.” 
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 F i r s t  R e a d i n g  
  Isaiah 43:16-21  

I am doing a new thing and I will give drink to my 
people. 

Thus says the Lord, 

who made a way through the sea, a 
path in the great waters; who put 
chariots and horse in the field and a 
powerful army, which lay there never 
to rise again, snuffed out, put out like a 
wick: 

No need to recall the past, no need 
to think about what was done 
before. See, I am doing a new deed, 
even now it comes to light; can you 
not see it? Yes, I am making a road 
in the wilderness, paths in the 
wilds. 

The wild beasts will honour me, 
jackals and ostriches, because I am 
putting water in the wilderness 
(rivers in the wild) to give my 
chosen people drink. The people I 
have formed for myself will sing 
my praises. 

The word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God 

R e s p o n s o r i a l  P s a l m  
 Ps 125  

R. The Lord has done great things for 
us; we are filled with joy. 

When the Lord delivered Zion from 
bondage, it seemed like a dream. Then 
was our mouth filled with laughter, on 
our lips there were songs.   R. 

The heathens themselves said: 'What 
marvels the Lord worked for them!' 
What marvels the Lord worked for us! 
Indeed we were glad.   R. 

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage 
as streams in dry land. Those who are 
sowing in tears will sing when they 
reap.      R. 

They go out, they go out, full of tears, 
carrying seed for the sowing: they 
come back, they come back, full of 
song, carrying their sheaves.  R. 

G o s p e l  A c c l a m a t i o n  
Joel 2:12-13  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
king of endless glory! 

With all your heart turn to me, for I 
am tender and  compassionate. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
king of endless glory! 

E n t r a n c e  A n t i p h o n  

Give me justice, O God, and plead my 
cause against a nation that is faithless. 
From the deceitful and cunning rescue 
me, for you, O God, are my strength. 

C o m m u n i o n  A n t i p h o n  

Has no one condemned you, woman? 
No one, Lord. Neither shall I 
condemn you. From now on, sin no 
more. 



 

5  St John XXIII Catholic Church 

S e c o n d  R e a d i n g  
Philippians 3:8-14  

Because of Christ I look upon everything else as useless in order to gain him. 

I believe nothing can happen that will outweigh the supreme advantage of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For him I have accepted the loss of everything, 
and I look on everything as so much rubbish if only I can have Christ and be 
given a place in him. I am no longer trying for perfection by my own efforts, the 
perfection that comes from the Law, but I want only the perfection that comes 
through faith in Christ, and is from God and based on faith. All I want is to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and to share his sufferings by 
reproducing the pattern of his death. That is the way I can hope to take my place 
in the resurrection of the dead. Not that I have become perfect yet: I have not yet 
won, but I am still running, trying to capture the prize for which Christ Jesus 
captured me. I can assure you my brothers, I am far from thinking that I have 
already won. All I can say is that I forget the past and I strain ahead for what is 
still to come; I am racing for the finish, for the prize to which God calls us 
upwards to receive in Christ Jesus. 

The word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God. 

Let the person without sin be the first to throw a stone. 

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At daybreak he appeared in the Temple again; 
and as all the people came to him, he sat down and began to teach them. 

The scribes and Pharisees brought a woman along who had been caught 
committing adultery; and making her stand there in full view of everybody, they 
said to Jesus, 'Master, this woman was caught in the very act of committing 
adultery, and Moses has ordered us in the Law to condemn women like this to 
death by stoning. What have you to say?' They asked him this as a test, looking for 
something to use against him. But Jesus bent down and started writing on the 
ground with his finger. As they persisted with their question, he looked up and 
said, 'If there is one of you who has not sinned, let him be the first to throw a 
stone at her.' Then he bent down and wrote on the ground again. When they 
heard this they went away one by one, beginning with the eldest, until Jesus was 
left alone with the woman, who remained standing there. He looked up and said, 
'Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?' 'No one, sir,' she replied. 
'Neither do I condemn you,' said Jesus 'go away, and don't sin any more.'' 

The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

G o s p e l  
John 8:1-11  



 

St John XXIII Catholic Church  6 

R e f l e c t i o n  o n  R e a d i n g s  

All three Readings for this Fifth Sunday of Lent (Year C) speak of the need that 
faithful people have to forget the past and concentrate on the future, a future dull 
of promise, the promise of New Life. 

The First Reading from the Prophet Isaiah has 2nd Isaiah speaking to the People of 
Israel in exile in Babylon. He encourages them to look to the future rather than 
dwell on the destruction of the Temple and the Jewish State: “No need to recall the 
past, no need to think about what was done before”. Rather there is something new 
that is happening: “I am making a road in the wilderness, paths in the wild”. And 
thus the people should give praise to God for the New Life that will be theirs. 

The Second Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians also sings the praises of 
God, for Paul rejoices in the fact that he has been called to New Life in Christ: “…
I look on everything as so much rubbish if only I can have Christ”. His old life of 
justification through the works of the Law of Moses is considered by Paul as some-
thing useless (rubbish) for salvation with comes through Faith in Christ is the fu-
ture towards which he looks. As he says: “I am no longer trying for perfection by 
my own efforts….(rather) I want only the perfection that comes through faith in 
Christ”. 

And the woman caught in adultery who was brought before Jesus as recorded in 
today’s Gospel receives compassion from Jesus, not condemnation. Yes, she had 
sinned, but the past is forgiven, and she must now strive to live a good life in the 
future. The woman receives liberation from her past life and is invited to walk new 
paths that lead to New Life. 

What is powerful in all three readings is the admonition not to recall the past: the 
sinfulness that led to Israel’s destruction and exile; the past life of Paul lived as a 
slave to the Law of Moses and its strict interpretation; the past life lived as a slave 
to sin. 

Rather, the future is the thing on which the faithful person should place all their 
hopes: the New Life opening up in the wilderness of despair; the New Life that 
flows from the Resurrection of Christ Jesus; the New Life that comes through lib-
eration from Sin. 

In the week ahead, as we prepare for Holy Week’s commencement next Sunday, 
let’s reflect on how we are living the New Life in Christ that being a baptised Chris-
tian calls us to. Let’s reflect on Paul’s prophetic words: “I am racing for the finish, 
for the prize to which God calls us upwards to receive in Christ Jesus”. 
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14 Mon 5th week of Lent 
 1st Reading Daniel 13:41-62  
 Psalm  Ps 22 
 Gospel  John 8:1-11  
15 Tues 5th week of Lent 
 1st Reading Numbers 21:4-9  
 Psalm   Ps 101:2-3. 16-21 
 Gospel   John 8:21-30  
16 Wed 5th week of Lent 
 1st Reading Daniel 3:14-20, 24-25. 28  
 Psalm  Daniel 3:52-56  
 Gospel  John 8:31-42  
17 Thurs Saint Patrick 
 1st Reading  Jeremiah 1:4-9  
 Psalm  Ps 116  
 2nd Reading Acts 13:46-49  
 Gospel  Luke 10:1-12. 17-20  
18 Fri 5th week of Lent 
 1st Reading Jeremiah 20:10-13  
 Psalm   Ps 17:2-7  
 Gospel   John 10:31-42  
19 Sat Saint Joseph, Spouse of 
Blessed Mary 
 1st Reading 2 Samuel 7:4-5. 12-14. 16  
 Psalm  Ps 88:2-5. 27. 29  
 2nd Reading Romans 4:13. 16-18. 22 
 Gospel  Matthew 1:16. 18-21. 24  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including 
‘the Virgin Mary’, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried; he descended 
into hell; on the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty; from 
there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. Amen. 

A p o s t l e ’ s  C r e e d  R e a d i n g s  f o r  N e x t  W e e k  

For even the Son of man came 

not to be ministered unto, but 

to minister, and to give his life 

a ransom for many. 

Mark 10:45  
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Recently Deceased: 

Mary Elizabeth Etcell (Nancy), 
Cyastine Orguzmanklyoe,  Jayfrene 
Ramirez Yanson.  

Deceased: Jeffrey Turner 

Anniversary:  

Apolinario Maglaya(3/3) 

Sick: 

Betty Duggan, Estela Pangilinan, 
Mark de Jesus, Laura Z Faelnar, 
Peter O’Leary, Elizabeth Newnes, 
Jackson Tate, Ernesto Coronel, 
Rosalia Clores, Mariano Antonio Jon 
Villaraza,   Edwin Rizon, Nigel 
Reynolds,  Helen Hill, Guy Austria, 
Maria Bellia  

Thanksgiving:                      

Ronaldo, Kristine, Maria,    
Ramon, Vincenzo Zamora,                
Romeo   Paguinto . 

S p e c i a l  i n t e n t i o n s  

Weekly collections 

2nd Collection:  $ 6187.85 

 Loose    $ 3114.00 

 PG Envelopes $ 1513.85 

 PG by EFT  $ 1560.00 

Pays parish debt and on going running costs, 
including wages of staff.  

Please contribute more on the 
Second Collection as this helps the 
parish community 

If you would like to be a part of  the 
church’s plan giving program, an 
SJ23rd form (white) is available at the 
church foyer or contact the parish 
office. 

P a y i n g  o u r  d e b t  t o g e t h e r  

If you or a family member is homebound and would want to receive 
communion in your home please contact the parish office. 
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D i o c e s a n  N e w s  

Calling for nominations for 
diocesan awards 

Nominations are now open for three 
diocesan awards: 

1. The Diocesan Medal of Honour 
The Diocesan Medal of Honour seeks 
to  encour age  and  r ecogn i s e 
outstanding contribution and service 
by members of the Parramatta 
diocesan community in work on behalf 
of the Church and society. The 
Diocesan Medal of Honour is awarded 
for outstanding services to parish, 
Diocese and community. 

2. The Diocesan Citation of Merit 
for Youth The Diocesan Citation of 
Merit for Youth seeks to encourage 
and recognise youth between the ages 
of 18 and 25 who have shown 
outstanding contribution and service to 
the parish, Diocese and community. 

3. The Diocesan Certificate of 
Recognition The Diocesan Certificate 
of Recognition seeks to encourage and 
recognise outstanding contribution by 
non-Catholic members of the Diocese 
of Parramatta community, for work 
supporting the parish, Diocese and 
community. 

The overview for how to make a 
nomination and notations are available 
from Rev Fr Arthur Bridge AM, 
Chairman of the Diocesan Honours 
C o m m i t t e e ,  t e l  ( 0 2 )  9 6 3 1 
3316, arthurbridge@arsmusica.org.au 

 

For more events please go to:  

http://catholicoutlook.org/event/ 

 

Got your wedding under control? 

How prepared are you for marriage? 
Engaged Encounter provides couples with 
deeper insights into each other and into 
married life. This marriage preparation 
course offers you a chance to spend time 
together to strengthen and enrich your 
relationship. For further information visit: 
www.engagedencounter.org.au 

Pastoral Care Course 

Catholic Pastoral Care volunteers and 
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 

visit hospitals throughout the Diocese 
of Parramatta, providing comfort and 
care to Catholic patients and others. If 
you love practical learning, gathering 
with like-minded people and meeting 
new friends, this Pastoral Care Course 
is for you. This is the only 40-hour 
course officially endorsed by the 
Diocese of Parramatta. The course 
runs over five Mondays: 4, 11 and 18 
April; 2 and 9 May. Cost: $50. From 
7pm-9.30pm at St Nicholas of Myra 
Parish Meeting Room, 326 High St, 
Penrith. Further details: Ms Joy 
Bowen, Hospital Liaison Manager, tel 
044 88 22 625, 
JBowen@parra.catholic.org.au 

http://catholicoutlook.org/event/
http://www.engagedencounter.org.au/
mailto:JBowen@parra.catholic.org.au
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P a r i s h  P a s t o r a l  C o u n c i l  C o r n e r  

Faith is indispensable; hope is excellent, but only charity is perfect and irreplaceable.  Through 
faith we obtain the light that we need; hope is a fountain of consolation; charity is the great 

certainty.  – 9 July 1961  

—————- COUNCIL MATTERS ————— 

 Next PPC Executive Team meeting will be held on Wednesday, 13 April 2016, 
from 7:30 pm at the Parish Office Conference Room.  

————— COMMUNITY BUILDING ————— 

 Thank you to everyone who helped with our gardening 
working bee on Saturday morning. Thank you too to the CRL 
youth for providing refreshments. 

 The Church Basement Cleanup is being planned for 
Saturday morning, April 9.  Volunteers needed. 

 The Church Kitchen Cleanup is also planned for Saturday morning, April 9. 
Volunteers needed.  

    ————— LITURGY TEAM ————— 

 Our parish will host the Deanery’s 2nd Rite of Reconciliation on Tuesday, 
22 March from 7:30 pm.  There will be no Novena Mass on this night. 

 If you are interested in participating actively in the Good Friday Stations of 
the Cross to be held at Holy Cross School, Glenwood, please contact Bob or 
Grace Agbulos directly or through the Parish Office.  

 Rehearsals for the Holy Week liturgical celebrations for Acolytes, Altar 
Servers, Readers and EMCs are tentatively scheduled for Saturdays, 19 March, 
and 26 March, with Wednesday, 23 March as another possibility. Please check 
with Bob Agbulos for final schedules and times.  

Music Ministry 

 Choir Rehearsals for the Holy Week liturgical celebrations are tentatively 
scheduled for Wednesdays, 16 March and 23 March, with Saturday, 26 March 
as a third possibility.  Please check with Meg Lijauco and Ray Samonte for 
final schedules and times.  

————— FAITH FORMATION TEAM ————— 

 The monthly Praise & Worship Night hosted by the SJ23 Prayer Group will be 
held on 19 March after the Vigil Mass. Guest speaker and theme will be 
announced during the weekend masses. 

 Thanks to those who responded to our call for host families for the Rosary 
statue for February and March 2016. We are now looking for host families for 
our Blessed Mother for April and May. 
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 Pilgrimage Walk to the Holy Door at the Franciscan Shrine of the Innocents in 
Kellyville. Obtain the special jubilee plenary indulgence when you make a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Door during this Jubilee of Mercy year (conditions 
apply). The faithful are invited to join the St. John 23rd Parish community on 
this pilgrimage walk (approx. 3.5km) on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 3, 2016, 
after the 9:00a.m. Mass. Bring the whole family! Assembly point will be the 
courtyard outside the front entrance of the church.  

—————PASTORAL & SACRAMENTAL TEAM ————— 

First Holy Communion 

 If you haven’t picked up an enrolment form yet, it is available online at 
www.john23rd.com or from the Parish office.  

 FIRST EUCHARIST PARENTS’ MEETING There will also be a parents’ 
meeting on WED 16 MARCH, 7.30PM at the Church.  

————— FUNDRAISING PROGRAMS ————— 

 Please continue to support this year’s Parish Fundraising Grand Raffle Draw 
by buying more tickets! The first prize will be a brand new Mitsubishi Mirage 
ES to be drawn on Sunday, 5 June 2016 coinciding with our Church 
Dedication 9th Anniversary. 

Tuesday nights beginning with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 6.30pm, 
Evening Prayer of the Church at 7.00pm, Rosary at 7.15pm, sung Benediction 
Mass 7.30pm and Novena prayers at 7:40pm.  

If you want the opportunity of having the statue visit you in your home contact 
Bart Sarlabus - bart.sarlabus@gmail.com. Pick up the statue during the novena and 
return before the novena. 

Rosary Statue Family Roster 

March 15 Sobrevinas Family  March 22 Houghton Family 
March 29 Torroba Family April 5  available 

April 12 Olan Family April 19 Sebastian Family 

April 26 available onwards 

Novena Mass to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

P a r i s h  C o u n c i l  
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O u r  S c h o o l  C o m m u n i t i e s  

Holy Cross Primary 
49 Meurants Lane, Glenwood       
Principal: Marina Hardy 

 (02) 9629  8742 

olycross@parra.catholic.edu.au 
John XXIII and St Mark’s College 
160 Perfection Ave,  
Stanhope Gardens      
Principal: Dr Peter Webster   

 (02) 9852 0500 

 stmarks@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Catholic Learning Centre 
160 Perfection Ave, 
Stanhope Gardens 

 (02) 9852 0585 

 lcstanhope@parra.catholic.edu.au 
 www.celcstanhope.catholic.edu.au 

President Bart Sarlabus 

    bart.sarlabus@gmail.com 

Council Team Leaders 
Community Bldg    Techie Sarlabus 
Comms & Media John McCartney 
Evangelisation Helen Zammit 
Faith Formation Rose Franco 
Fundraising Rodi Orantia 
Liturgy Bob Agbulos 
Music Ray Samonte 
Pastoral Care Jill Franco 
Social Outreach Qwayne Guevarra 

P a r i s h  N e w s  

WYD fundraising raffle!  

Tickets sold or unsold will need to 
returned now.  

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
FACILITATORS NEEDED 

 

We are looking for volunteers 
interested in helping facilitate the First 
Holy Communion program this year, 
especially those who would like to 
teach Year 4 children about the 
sacrament. 

No prior experience required. Training 
will be provided.  

If interested, please contact Jill at 
admin@john23rd.org.au or on        
9852-0583.  

 

 

 

mailto:admin@john23rd.org.au
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W h y  w e  d o  w h a t  w e  d o . . . … . . .  

Palm Sunday is the final Sunday of Lent, the beginning of Holy Week, and 
commemorates the triumphant arrival of Christ in Jerusalem, days before he was 
crucified. 

Palm Sunday is known as such because the faithful will often receive palm fronds 
which they use to participate in the reenactment of Christ's arrival in Jerusalem. In 
the Gospels, Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a young donkey, and to the lavish 
praise of the townspeople who threw clothes, or possibly palms or small branches, 
in front of him as a sign of homage. This was a customary practice for people of 
great respect. 

Palm branches are widely recognized symbol of peace and victory, hence their 
preferred use on Palm Sunday. 

The use of a donkey instead of a horse is highly symbolic, it represents the humble 
arrival of someone in peace, as opposed to arriving on a steed in war. 

A week later, Christ would rise from the dead on the first Easter. 

During Palm Sunday Mass, palms are distributed to parishioners who carry them 
in a ritual procession into church. The palms are blessed and many people will 
fashion them into small crosses or other items of personal devotion. These may 
be returned to the church, or kept for the year. 

Because the palms are blessed, they may not be discarded as trash. Instead, they 
are appropriately gathered at the church and incinerated to create the ashes that 
will be used in the follow year's Ash Wednesday observance. 

The colours of the Mass on Palm Sunday are red and white, symbolizing the 
redemption in blood that Christ paid for the world. 

www.catholic.org/clife/lent/palmsunday.php  
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Y o u t h  C o r n e r  

GTK Youth Group 
(Getting to Know) 

St John XXIII Parish youth group 
where our young  people get to know 
God, the Catholic faith and each other 
through Gospel reflection, music, 
active participation at mass, games 
and food! 
So, if you are in years 4 - 9, come along 
to one of our sessions and let us grow 
together in our faith. 
When:  2nd (choir) and 4th Sunday 
Where:  St Mark's Staff Room 
Time:  4:30 - 7:30 pm 
Contact: gtkyouth@gmail.com 
Info:  http://www.gtkyouth.com/ 

 

 

 

IGNITE 

Enkindling the fire of faith 
Young adults from 18 - 35 years of age 
meets every 3rd Sunday of the month 
after the 6:00pm mass. Monthly guest 
speaker, discussions & shared supper 

CRL 
(Community of the Risen Lord) 

Praise & worship 
When: 2nd & 4th Saturdays 
Where: Church 
Time: after 6:00pm vigil mass 

YFC  
(Youth for Christ) 

When: Meets every 3rd Sunday  
Where: St Mark’s Staff Room 
Time: 1:00pm for Break open the  
 word  
 6.00pm Youth Mass  

D e c o d e  

Use the code below to work out what Jesus said to the accused woman. 

mailto:gtkyouth@gmail.com
http://www.gtkyouth.com/
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Y A W R K T O U N A B V S S D A 

V D M T J K J U S O R Z S O U D 

J S N N S L O Y F B Z N V U T W 

N G J B K I I X J Y J E H N E W 

E J Z G T I N S F T R I O F S E 

L P X X G S J N D N T Q G R T N 

T X E Y C U E T E E O T Y Y A O 

O G N I H C A E T D U H K E P T 

B W T X P G B M S U L R T S M S 

L W L R R R A P P I X O S U X L 

Q F P P L F D L A M R W X C R J 

Z H W P U C Q E G Y E A J C I Q 

N J M W N D N H I N Q Y H A H T 

D K H A W R Q M M H Y J U P Q U 

I S M O U C Y V D R E Z I R P V 

G O R E C G F N R X F I T U L X 

W C C A U G H T H M P X R J C L 

Find these words 

Accuse     caught     crowd     Pharisees     prize     sinned     stone 

Teaching     temple     test     throw     woman 

W o r d  F i n d  

If any of you have never sinned then go ahead and throw the first stone  
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